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Prime Time 

Test 2 
 
Name:    Klasse:   Datum:  
 
 

1. Listening: The Maitreya Project in India 

 You will hear part of a radio interview between Eric Clark and Bita Rina on the 
Maitreya Education Project in India. For questions 1-5, choose the answer which fits 
best according to what you hear. 
 

1. What is Bita Rina’s role in the Maitreya Project? 

 She is a sponsor. 

 She is the founder. 

 She is a representative. 

 
2. What does the project NOT focus on? 

 healthcare 

 social welfare 

 infrastructure  

 
3. Why is the project of great importance for that region? 

! Because most people are unemployed. 

! Because most people are badly educated. 

! Because most people need better medical treatment. 
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4. Under what condition will new schools be built? 

! Sponsors provide both money and locations.  

! There is a higher interest of children and adults in education. 

! The curriculum covers a greater variety of subjects. 

 
5. What is the “good heart”? 

! a subject 

! a project 

! a concept 
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2. Listening: Mice 

 You will hear a radio report about mice. For statements 1-7, choose the answer 
(True or False) which fits best according to what you hear. 
 
 

1. The field mouse is the best-known mouse species. 

 True 

 False 

 

 
2. Despite their many natural enemies, mice can live in nearly all areas. 

 True 

 False 

 

 
3. Mice are carriers of illnesses. 

 True 

 False 
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4. Mice are most active during the day. 

 True 

 False 

 

 
5. Mice can see as well as they can hear.  

 True 

 False 

 

 
6. Mice are often used in labs although they are expensive. 

 True 

 False 

 

 
7. Mice easily adapt around humans. 

 True 

 False 
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3. Reading: The importance of reading 

You are going to read a text on the importance of reading. For questions 1-5, choose 
the answer which fits best according to what you read. 
 
 

The importance of reading  
 
Being able to read is one of the most valuable skills to be acquired because it opens the 
doors to infinite knowledge and changes our view of the world and of the people who live in 
it. The skill of reading therefore plays an important role in an individual’s personal and 
educational development.  
 Although used throughout in education, more and more people do not consider 
reading a pleasant free-time activity. For young people especially, reading often becomes 
an imposition, something that they would like to avoid if at all possible. One reason for 
people losing interest in reading is the availability of all sorts of media which seem to be far 
more attractive these days because they often do not ask for being active. A growing 
number of young people, children and teenagers alike, prefer spending their time playing 
computer games or watching television. Adults often busy themselves with work or 
seemingly more exciting leisure time activities too. 
 People who understand the importance of reading keep pointing out how crucial it is 
that we do not stop reading but that we learn to appreciate the benefit of it. Children in 
particular need to be made familiar with books and their advantages from an early age.  

There are various reasons why reading is of high significance to us. Children who 
are read to – or read themselves as soon as they are able to – develop a greater ability of 
understanding different concepts without much effort. Their critical thinking benefits from 
the stories they are confronted with. Generally, it can be said that they learn how to think 
independently instead of being constantly spoon-fed. 
 The equation is an easy one: The more children read, the better they become at 
reading. The more interesting and enjoyable the texts they read are, the more they will want 
to read in general. Furthermore, by reading children automatically build their vocabulary 
and improve their command of language as well as of their communication skills. By 
reading children are exposed to a great variety of grammatical structures and phrases. In 
addition, being good at reading has an immediate effect on their spoken and written 
language skills. 
 What people have to begin to understand is that reading does not have to be 
considered annoying or tiresome. Pick the right book or text and you will experience quite 
the opposite! Reading enriches people’s lives because it allows them to lose themselves in 
different worlds – their own worlds of imagination – and to gain knowledge of everything 
one can possibly think about.  
 It is the ability to evaluate, process and question the world we live in that makes us 
stand out from the rest. By giving up reading we give up an important part of our 
independence! 
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1. What is meant by “imposition” in the second paragraph? 

 an activity 

 a benefit 

 a hardship 
 

 
2. Who likes spending their time with things other than reading?  

! children and teenagers 

! children and adults 

! children, teenagers and adults 
 

 
3.!“People who understand the importance of reading keep pointing out how crucial 
it is that we do not stop reading but that we learn to appreciate the benefit of it.” 
What does “it” at the end of the sentence refer to? 

 importance 

 reading 

 benefit 
 

 
4. When should children be made familiar with books? 

 before they can read 

 as soon as they can read 

 when they understand the books 
 

 
5. What makes people like reading? 

 They improve their grammatical knowledge. 

 They develop their communication skills. 

 They are interested in the stories. 
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4. Reading: About the guilt felt after shopping 
 

You are going to read a text about the guilt many women feel after shopping. For 
statements 1-6, choose the answer (True or False) which fits best according to what 
you read. 
 

About the guilt felt after shopping  
 

According to a recent study, women spend about eight years of their lives shopping. The 
study was initiated by GE Money and included 3.000 female subjects. Over an estimated 
period of 63 years, the average woman spends approximately 25.000 hours shopping for 
food and clothes for both their families and themselves.  
 The study revealed that a woman makes about 300 shopping trips a year, lasting 
approximately 340 hours altogether. Considering that shopping for food just to refill the 
refrigerator and stock the pantry can last up to an hour if the shopping list is long, women 
spend more than 90 hours in supermarkets every year. 
 In one year, 90 trips are made to keep their closet up to date. While women go 
shopping for clothes about 30 times, they go shopping for shoes 15 times, for toiletries 27 
times and for accessories 18 times. Buying gifts for friends and family takes up 36 hours 
every year. 
 Women do not only go shopping when it is necessary, however. More and more 
women use shopping to cope with everyday obstacles, emotional problems or stress. Retail 
therapy is not a myth or something to crack jokes about. There is scientific proof that 
women, and a growing number of men too, take comfort in spending money when feeling 
down. The drawback of uncontrolled and unnecessary shopping sprees is that most women 
feel bad after them. 
 Women are usually excited and experience joy and satisfaction while shopping. As 
soon as they are home, looking at all the things they have bought without really needing 
them and thinking about the amount of money they have spent, a sense of guilt grows 
inside of them. For those who have to explain their expenses to their partners it might even 
be worse. 
 Looking at the numbers, it can be said that eight out of ten women feel bad after a 
shopping spree. The good mood is quickly followed by guilt and shame. Three quarters of 
women even start feeling like this while they are still in the shop. Interestingly enough, the 
guilt felt shortly afterwards does not keep women from continuing their shopping trip. They 
rather accept that they will have to deal with their negative feelings at a later time. 
In today’s society it is, however, not easy to resist all those glamorous and tempting things 
one can buy. Wherever we look we are told that by consuming something we will either look 
great or feel good. But as long as we do not develop a habit of compulsive shopping, which 
is actually considered an addiction, going on a shopping spree once in a while should not 
be a problem.  
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1. The study looked at any kind of shopping. 

 True 

 False 
 
 
2. Food shopping usually takes an hour. 

 True 

 False 
 
 
3. A lot of women are in therapy to overcome their shopping habits. 

 True 

 False 
 
 
4. Guilt about shopping grows when other people are involved. 

 True 

 False 
 
 
5. The need to go shopping is stronger than the feelings of guilt. 

 True 

 False 

 
 
6. Compulsive shopping is considered a less serious addiction. 

 True 

 False 
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5. Language in use: Fudge 
You are going to read a text about how to make fudge. In most lines of the text there 
is an unnecessary word. Write the unnecessary word in the space provided after 
each line. Some lines are correct. Indicate these with a tick ( ).  

 

Fudge is a sort of confectionery often flavored up with cocoa, which is  

famous for its sweetness and richness. When making fudge you have to mix with the  

following ingredients: milk, butter and sugar. The mixture is then heated on at 116°C,  

which is also called the ‘soft-ball’ stage. While cooling, you have to beat it, so that it  

will becomes a smooth and creamy substance. If you would like to make chocolate  

fudge, just add together chocolate to the mixture. Of course, you can also  

experiment with all sorts of ingredients and from flavors.  

One of the most more important things about making fudge is getting its texture right.  

Heating it at the correct temperature is what is necessary for that. It is actually the  

temperature that can distinguishes hard caramel from fudge. The higher the top  

temperature, the more sugar is dissolved and the more water disappears.  
!
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6. Language in use: Extraterrestrial life 
 
Complete the text with the words from the list. There are two extra words that you 
should not use.  

belonging blessed comes existing going  have 
include know  prove  refer  search talk 

 

The word “extraterrestrial” __________ from the Latin words “extra”, which means “not of”, 

and “terrestris”, which is “__________ to earth”. Everything that does not __________ its 

roots on earth is therefore considered extraterrestrial life.  

The various forms of extraterrestrial life __________ bacteria-like organisms as well as 

human-like beings that are thought to be more sophisticated and advanced than we are. So 

far we are not in the position to __________ whether such forms of life exist. Scientists, for 

example, __________ for evidence of unicellular life __________ within the Solar System.  

Regular people most commonly __________ about aliens and the appearance of UFOs 

when they __________ to extraterrestrial life. There are, in fact, a lot of people who believe 

that the Earth can, by no means, be the only planet __________ with life. 
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7. Writing: Now and Then 
 

Your English teacher has started a new project called „Now and Then“. Among other 
things, every student has to write a letter of about 190 words about a very emotional 
childhood memory. Write about one situation in which you felt extremely happy. 
 

Make sure to include the following points: 

 your age 

 the situation you were in 

 the people involved 

 your feelings 

 


