Vocabulary Prime Time 8

Words/Phrases in blue are the most important ones, the core vocabulary. They should be learned first.
Words/Phrases in black are additional vocabulary, which will further help students to improve their language skills.

	Unit 8 Science and technology
	 
	 
	 

	1
	leap
	He made the leap from online nerd to serious artist.
	Sprung

	
	mankind
	This invention was a big step for mankind.
	Menschheit

	
	fertiliser
	Fertilisers are used to make plants grow faster.
	Dünger

	
	blood circulation
	This drug has an adverse effect on your blood circulation.
	Blutkreislauf

	
	double helix
	The DNA structure is the prime example of a double helix.
	Doppelhelix

	2
	ground-breaking
	The money will be used to fund ground-breaking cancer research.
	epochal, bahnbrechend

	
	innovative
	The most innovative product will win a prize.
	innovativ

	
	cutting-edge
	Cutting-edge technology is used in smart phones.
	topaktuell, auf dem neuesten Stand

	
	disastrous
	The impact of the floods proved to be disastrous.
	katastrophal

	
	(un)desirable
	The amount of waste that is created by tourists is highly undesirable.
	(un)erwünscht

	
	advanced
	The most advanced system today is out-dated tomorrow.
	fortgeschritten

	
	to bring about change
	The new support scheme brought about change very quickly.
	Wandel herbeiführen

	
	to develop into
	Many villages developed into tourist hotspots in the last five years.
	sich entwickeln

	
	to benefit from
	Not everybody can benefit from new inventions because many people cannot afford to buy them.
	profitieren von

	
	to threaten
	The terrorists threatened to blow up the old tower.
	drohen

	
	to transform
	Computer technology transformed life in the 1980s and 1990s.
	umwandeln

	
	to exterminate
	The local authorities need to take steps to exterminate infested rats.
	auslöschen

	
	prospect
	The prospects for permanent peace in the Middle East are very slim.
	Aussicht

	
	prediction
	The prediction is that the numbers will rise rapidly.
	Vorhersage

	
	population growth
	Countries like China have to combat population growth to avoid disasters.
	Bevölkerungswachstum

	
	life expectancy
	Due to advancements in medicine life expectancy in Western Europe has risen considerably.
	Lebenserwartung

	
	space exploration
	Space exploration was one of the main goals of the Kennedy administration in the 1960s.
	Raumforschung

	
	destruction
	The war ended with the destruction of the city centre.
	Zerstörung

	Surveillance and the media: Identity and privacy
	
	
	

	2
	nimbus
	She felt she could practically see a nimbus of light around her head.
	Heiligenschein, Nimbus

	
	dawn
	At dawn the train started moving.
	Morgendämmerung

	
	gallows
	The two criminals ended on the gallows.
	Galgen

	
	explicit
	The first three scenes of the film are very explicit.
	deutlich, eindeutig, explizit

	
	footage
	E-mails and video footage put him under a lot of pressure.
	Filmmaterial

	
	broken-necked
	Outside the embassy the police could only see three broken-necked corpses.
	mit gebrochenem Genick

	
	witness
	The shopkeeper was the only witness of the robbery.
	Zeuge, Zeugin

	
	acquaintance
	She is not a friend, she is just an acquaintance.
	Bekanntschaft

	
	to disseminate
	Information can nowadays be disseminated through various channels.
	verteilen

	
	revulsion
	The revulsion the picture created could be felt throughout the country.
	Abscheu

	
	hypocritical
	I think her reaction was totally hypocritical. Who does she think we are?
	heuchlerisch

	
	oxygen mask
	Oxygen masks are used in airplanes in case of emergency.
	Sauerstoffmaske

	
	tipping point
	Her silly remark was the tipping point. From then on the situation deteriorated rapidly.
	der Punkt, an dem etw. (um)kippt

	
	barb
	Stingrays have very sharp barbs that have poisonous glands for self-protection.
	Stachel

	
	stingray
	Stingrays can easily kill people if they feel attacked.
	Stachelrochen

	
	bystander
	The bystanders were petrified and could neither move nor help.
	Zuschauer/in

	
	The genie is out of the bottle.
	With the spreading of nuclear technology the genie is out of the bottle.
	Der Geist ist aus der Flasche.

	
	coward
	Don’t be a coward, jump from the balcony!
	Feigling

	
	avatar
	Avatars are often used in computer games.
	virtuelle Figur, Avatar

	3
	drawback
	The only drawback was that he had to get up very early.
	Nachteil

	
	surveillance
	Surveillance cameras can be found in most public places.
	Überwachung

	
	to observe
	Before you install CCTV cameras the legal regulations have to be observed.
	beobachten

	
	to publish
	The exam results will be published next week.
	veröffentlichen

	
	to track
	Internet users can be tracked easily.
	(Spuren) verfolgen

	
	to monitor
	With our new technology customers can be monitored inside and outside the shopping centre.
	überwachen

	
	to have under surveillance
	Are employers allowed to have employees under surveillance without letting them know?
	unter Beobachtung halten

	
	to witness
	My mother witnessed the first uprisings when she was a child.
	Augenzeuge/-zeugin sein/werden

	
	to hack
	Their new webpage was hacked and only displayed a funny quote instead of the usual information.
	hacken (Computer)

	
	eyewitness
	The story is written like an eyewitness account.
	Augenzeuge/-zeugin

	
	onlooker
	Onlookers got the impression that their relationship was flawless.
	Betrachter/in

	
	TV/media/web coverage
	The media coverage has been heavily influenced by her lawyer’s statements.
	Fernseh-/Medien-/Internet-Berichterstattung

	
	guidelines
	New guidelines were introduced by the Assistant Commissioner.
	Richtlinien

	
	guiding principle
	The guiding principle must be to cater for all groups of society, not just the rich or the poor.
	Leitsatz

	
	to tackle the problem
	It’s no use talking, let’s tackle the problem.
	ein Problem angehen

	Genetic engineering: Medicine
	
	
	

	2
	breakthrough
	Einstein’s theory of relativity was a scientific breakthrough.
	Durchbruch

	
	ingredient
	You can get the ingredients for this cake at your local market.
	Zutat

	
	tissue
	The use of animal tissue in the treatment of humans is highly contested.
	Gewebe

	
	versatility
	What I like about this artist is his versatility.
	Vielseitigkeit

	
	to elude
	The suspect eluded the police for more than a month.
	sich entziehen

	
	to pave the way for
	This decision paved the way for women to enrol at universities.
	den Weg freimachen für

	
	to be fused with
	In this sci-fi movie a man’s DNA is fused with that of an insect.
	verbunden werden mit

	
	to rewind
	The clock was fast, so I had to rewind it.
	zurückdrehen

	
	cascade
	After the first few days a new stage starts with a cascade of chemical as well as biological processes.
	Kaskade

	
	fertilised
	A fertilised human egg can develop into a foetus.
	befruchtet

	
	to expose sth./sb. to sth.
	They were briefly exposed to radioactive substances.
	etw./jmdn. etw. aussetzen

	
	to assess
	It is difficult to assess the outcome.
	beurteilen

	5
	to deny
	I do not deny that I was highly critical of his approach.
	leugnen

	Genetic modification: Food
	
	
	

	
	maize
	Genetically modified varieties of maize have caused a lot of anxieties.
	Mais

	
	soybean
	Soybean is also used to feed animals.
	Sojabohne

	
	canola
	Canola is harvested to produce oil.
	Raps

	
	sugarbeet
	Sugarbeet growers in the US have recently formed an organisation to promote their commom interests.
	Zuckerrübe

	
	alfalfa
	Alfalfa is a flowering plant in the pea family which is cultivated in the US to feed cattle.
	Luzerne

	
	squash
	Native Americans introduced the early settlers to squash, a plant they had not known before.
	Kürbis

	
	to be inserted into
	In microbiology genetic information from one plant is inserted into the genes of another plant.
	eingefügt werden

	
	to breed
	The farmers in the area breed Highland cattle.
	züchten

	
	trait
	Important traits of one plant should be transferred to other plants.
	Eigenschaft, Charakterzug

	
	microbe
	Microbes help to speed up the process of decay.
	Kleinstlebewesen, Mikrobe

	2
	food label
	Food labels should also provide information on all the substances contained.
	Aufschrift zur Lebensmittelkennzeichnung

	Spot on language
	
	
	

	1
	cardiac
	Many people in Western countries die of cardiac arrest.
	Herz-

	2
	genetics
	Genetics is a science that does not only deal with genetic modification.
	Genetik

	
	mental abilities
	His mental abilities can be compared with those of an eight-year-old child.
	geistige Fähigkeiten

	
	heredity
	Genetic information determines heredity.
	Erblichkeit, Vererbung

	
	linearly
	Linearly means in one line.
	linear

	
	chromosome
	A chromosome is an organised structure of DNA and protein which can be found in cells.
	Chromosom

	
	core
	The core of a chromosome has a distinctive structure.
	Kern

	
	double-stranded helix
	The DNA molecules are arranged in a double-stranded helix.
	zweisträngige Helix

	
	to encapsulate
	The copyright information was encapsulated in the data of the picture.
	einkapseln, enthalten

	
	DNA sequence
	DNA sequences are examined to find matching DNA samples.
	DNS-Abschnitt

	Check-out
	
	
	

	1
	encryption
	Encryption technology helps to protect your privacy.
	Ver- und Entschlüsselung

	
	to encode
	Sensitive attachments are encoded before they are sent.
	verschlüsseln

	
	to decode
	The recipient needs special software to decode the attachment.
	entschlüsseln

	
	whistleblower
	The law gives little protection to whistleblowers who feel the public has a right to know.
	Enthüller/in

	2
	miracle seeds
	Miracle seeds is a term often used by biotech companies to promote their products.
	Wundersamen

	
	fabulous property
	Some of these plants are said to have fabulous properties.
	fantastische Eigenschaft

	
	drought-resistance-
	Drought-resistance is a very important trait because it protects the plants against long periods without rain.
	Widerstandsfähigkeit gegenüber Trockenheit

	
	salt-tolerance
	Plants with high salt-tolerance can be used in desert areas.
	Toleranz gegenüber Salz

	
	trait
	The scientists found traits in the unknown seeds they’d never come across before.
	Eigenschaft

	
	biotech seeds
	Biotech seeds are not grown naturally but developed in labs to match certain criteria.
	biotechnisch hergestellte Samen

	3
	to employ
	Many different methods are employed to enhance the properties of seeds.
	hier: einsetzen, verwenden

	
	pinhead
	The insect was the size of a pinhead.
	Stecknadelkopf

	
	to replicate
	Scientists often want to replicate what they have seen in nature.
	wiederholen, replizieren

	
	boundary
	People are often tempted to cross the boundaries of their limited world.
	Grenze

	4
	blank slate
	I must have appeared to my new colleagues as a blank slate because nobody knew anything about my past.
	unbeschriebenes Blatt

	
	pluripotent
	Stem cells are pluripotent because they can develop into various types of cells.
	fähig, sich in mehrere Richtungen zu entwickeln

	
	capability
	The police just did not have the capability to launch a counter attack.
	Vermögen, Potenzial

	
	womb
	The new human egg is implanted in the womb.
	Schoß, Mutterleib

	
	foetus
	Today foetuses can be operated on before they are born.
	Fötus

	
	bone marrow
	Bone marrow donors are very rare.
	Knochenmark

	
	to regenerate
	For older people it takes much longer to regenerate than for young ones.
	regenerieren

	
	versatile
	Some stem cells are extremely versatile.
	wandlungsfähig
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