
Prime Time 5 to 8: Collected word banks and useful phrases  1 

Topic Prime Time 5 Transition Prime Time 5 Prime Time 6 Prime Time 7 Prime Time 8 
1 

Relationships 
and social 
networks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Useful phrases 
(Unit 1, p. 9) 
 

I can speak ... fluently. • My 
mother tongue is ... . • I am a 
native speaker of ... . • My 
knowledge of ... is rather basic. • I 
can understand simple ... . 
 

I have been learning ... for ... 
years. • I have just started 
learning ... . • I have been 
learning ... at home/in 
school/from my parents/from my 
grandmother... . 
 

I have never stayed in ... . • I went 
to ... in 20.. . • I have been to ... 
three times. • I visited my family 
in ... . 
 

I can answer questions 
spontaneously. • I can talk about 
familiar topics. • I cannot speak 
about unfamiliar topics. • I can 
talk about personal details. • I 
can make myself understood in 
most situations. • I can cope with 
most everyday situations. 
 

I can chat with people in ... . • I 
can explain my problems in ... . 
 

I think complex sentences are 
difficult/hard to understand.  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 2, p. 18) 
 

to look like a student/a typical 
teenager/... • to look 
good/interesting/cool/funny/... • 
to dress up like a star/a clown/a 
punk • to show that he/she is in 
control/extraordinary/different/... 
• to seem to be 
worried/happy/excited/bored ... • 
to pretend to be • to make an 
impression on • to take oneself 
seriously • to wear • to be 
characteristic of • to express that 
• cliché • prejudice • simply 
wrong • simply the truth • 
piercing • bracelet • earring • 
tattoo • hairstyle • dyed hair  
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Topic Prime Time 5 Transition Prime Time 5 Prime Time 6 Prime Time 7 Prime Time 8 
1 

Relationships 
and social 
networks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Useful phrases 
(Unit 2, p. 19) 
 

I like to be called ... . • I/They 
want to show that ... . • I/They 
want to express that ... . • ... gave 
me my nickname. • I got the idea 
from ... . • They might have got 
the idea from ... . • My 
friends/parents/... call me ... . • 
This nickname reminds me of ... . 
• I have chosen it because I like it. 
• I think it’s cool. • I don’t like it 
because ... . • I would/wouldn’t 
choose this nickname for myself 
because ... . • I don’t understand 
why ... . • I like/don’t like 
nicknames because ... .  
 
 
Useful phrases 
(Unit 2, p. 21) 
 

I see/don’t see myself as a 
person who ... . • I agree/don’t 
agree with the results of ... . • I 
think this questionnaire is ... . • It 
is certainly true/not true that ... . • 
I am surprised/not surprised that 
... . • It strikes me that ... .  
 
 
Useful phrases 
(Unit 2, p.21) 
 

 I think/I’d say I’m reliable/ 
practical/creative/patient/... . 

 I’m (not so) good with 
children/at using words/... . 

 I find it easy/fun/... to meet 
people/learn new 
skills/organise events/... . 

 I (don’t) like 
deadlines/computers/ 
challenges/... . 

 I don’t mind having to work 
under pressure. 

 I can’t work/find it difficult to 
work under pressure. 

 I prefer to work alone/with 
my hands/outside/... . 
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Topic Prime Time 5 Transition Prime Time 5 Prime Time 6 Prime Time 7 Prime Time 8 
1 

Relationships 
and social 
networks 

Useful phrases 
(Unit 2, p. 24) 
 

In my opinion, ... . • For me a 
friend is ... . • Friends should be ... 
. • I would call them people I 
know. • I personally like/don’t like 
... . • I prefer talking to my friends 
in person. • The advantage of 
social networking sites is ... .  
 
 
Useful phrases 
(Unit 2, p. 28) 
 

Most people think that ... . • other 
people would ... . • He is a role 
model for young people. • He is ... 
than other people. • He is 
different from other people 
because ... . • because of his 
childhood/upbringing/parents • 
caring • gifted • selfless  
 
 
Useful phrases 
(Unit 3, p. 32) 
 

in the foreground • in the 
background • In the picture you 
can see ... . • In the picture there 
is/are ... . • The people in the 
picture ... . • The dominating 
colour is ... . • The weather is ... . • 
The picture reminds me of ... . • 
When I look at the picture I want 
to ... . • For me this picture stands 
for ... . 
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Topic Prime Time 5 Transition Prime Time 5 Prime Time 6 Prime Time 7 Prime Time 8 
2 

Home and 
surroundings 

Word bank
(Unit 9, p. 114) 
 

to indicate • to refer to ... as • an 
expression for • a term referring 
to • to come from • to go back to 
• was first used when • to 
describe • the reason why ... • to 
be called • is used for • to mean • 
to stand for • Experts say/have 
proved that ... .  
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Topic Prime Time 5 Transition Prime Time 5 Prime Time 6 Prime Time 7 Prime Time 8 
3 

Fashion and 
trends 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Word bank
(Unit 1, p. 15) 
 

The graph shows ... .  pie chart • 
bar chart • percentage • per cent 
• to amount to • to estimate • 
estimated • with regard to • as 
far as ... is concerned •ranking • 
to rank (fourth)  
 
 
 
 

Useful phrases
(Unit 5, p. 67) 
 

The bar graph shows that ...  
I’m (not) surprised that ... . 
The table/pie chart ... . 
I can/can’t understand why ... . 
... % of British people ... . 
I think it’s OK/a pity that ... . 
A majority/Less than half/...  
Compared to other countries ... . 
 
I’m (not) surprised that ... . 
I can/can’t understand why ... . 
I think it’s OK/a pity that ... .  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 5, p. 67) 
 

but • on the one hand – on the 
other hand • however • yet • in 
contrast to • contrary to • 
whereas • while  
 
 

Word bank
(Unit 10, p. 128) 
 

to show  to be an example of  a 
symbol of  a picture taken at  
fashion  design  piercing  
tattoo  body modification  fast 
food  size-zero  negative trend 
in  positive trend in  diet  
slimming  bulimia  anorexic  
group  peers  pageant  beauty 
contest  prize  award  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 10, p. 129) 
 

long-lasting  flash in the pan  
short-lived  groundbreaking  
dangerous  unhealthy  new  
not really interested  to change  
attitude  continuing  long-term 
 irreversible  fad  craze  
tendency  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 10, p. 133) 
 

hype  over the top  amazing  
fascinating  excellent   inspiring 
 ridiculous  astonishing  
surprising  stunning  shocking  
startling  breathtaking  
awesome  sensational  
remarkable  spectacular  
phenomenal  extraordinary  
incredible  mind-blowing  
unbelievable  sophisticated  
strange  industry  to sell  to 
promote 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Useful phrases
(Unit 3, p. 31) 
 

The chart/table/diagram 
shows/proves ... . • The path of 
the curve reveals ... . • It shows an 
upward/downward trend/ 
tendency. • ... is reflected in the 
diagram. • data/figures • 
percentage • amount • ratio • the 
majority/minority • one in ten • 
more/less/fewer than • 
compared with/in comparison 
with • similar/parallel 
development • reached a peak/a 
low • a gradual/dramatic/notable 
change • the number has risen/ 
fallen/grown/increased/ 
decreased/multiplied (by)  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 7, p. 79) 
 

also • like • analogous to • similar 
• alike • whereas • each • likewise 
• just as • in the same way • as 
well as • although • different 
from • however • one difference • 
on the other hand • in 
comparison • instead of • in 
contrast to • conversely • even 
though • unlike • on the contrary 
• yet • despite • variation • 
otherwise  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 8, p. 97) 
 

The table/graph shows ... . • It 
provides information about ... . • 
more/less/fewer than • 
compared with • to 
rise/fall/grow/increase/ 
decrease • percentage/amount/ 
number/majority/minority • to 
lead to • as a result of  
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Topic Prime Time 5 Transition Prime Time 5 Prime Time 6 Prime Time 7 Prime Time 8 
3 

Fashion and 
trends 

Word bank
(Unit 10, p. 134) 
 

personality  to count  whole 
person  appearance  superficial 
 to signal  wrong  to see 
oneself as  handsome  short-
sighted  overrated  irrelevant  
slim  bulimic  overweight  
character  face  plastic surgery 
 young  dynamic  real values  
to dictate  message  the media 
 education  to focus  to starve 
 to slim  to go on a diet  to be 
on a diet  unhealthy  to lose 
weight  skinny  to enjoy  
ambitious  will to succeed  
career  BMI (body mass index)  
underage  parents  to object to 
 to say no to  to refuse to  to 
look up to  side effects  
misguided  social background  
to be forced to  to be coerced to 
 to decide for/against  to lose 
control of  to give in to  to 
forget that  to regard oneself as 
 on average  majority  from my 
own experience  in contrast to  
responsible  
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Topic Prime Time 5 Transition Prime Time 5 Prime Time 6 Prime Time 7 Prime Time 8 
4 

Nutrition, 
health and 

welfare 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Useful phrases 
(Unit 3, p. 38) 
 

I usually don’t eat at home when 
... . • I often eat in a restaurant 
when ... . • I never eat out 
because ... . • I don’t like the food 
that is served in restaurants. • I’m 
interested in local food. • I don’t 
eat things I don’t know. • The 
food in a restaurant doesn’t taste 
better than .../as good as ... .  
 
 
Useful phrases 
(Unit 3, p. 40) 
 

Would you like to sit here? • Can I 
get you something to drink? • 
Here’s the menu. Today’s specials 
are on the board. • Are you ready 
to order? • Can I take your order? 
• How would you like your steak? 
Medium or rare? • All the main 
courses come with chips or rice 
and vegetables. • That comes 
with a salad garnish. • Can I get 
you a dessert? • All our desserts 
are served with cream or ice-
cream. • Would you like 
coffee/anything else? 
 
Can we have a table for five, 
please/sit near the window? • 
Can you bring us the menu, 
please? • Do you have any 
vegetarian dishes? • I’d like to 
have two starters and no main, 
please. • No chips for me, thank 
you. • Could I have a small 
mixed/green salad, please? • Can 
you show us the dessert menu, 
please? • Do you have any ice-
cream? • Could I have tea, please? 
• Can we have the bill, please? • 
Do you take cards?  
 
 

 

 Useful phrases
(Unit 2, p. 26) 
 

I’d like to try a Chinese take-
away.  What would you like to 
order?  What about you?  I 
think I’ll go for a curry.  I’d like a 
steak with vegetables and chips. 
 I’d prefer something 
foreign/local.  Well, I don’t think 
I would like ... .  Something 
traditional would be nice.  Let’s 
go to ... .  The reason is simple ... 
.  I went to ... last week, so I ... 
 

 

Word bank 
(Unit 2, p. 22) 
 

addictive  alcohol  allergy  ban 
on smoking  cane  dentist  
diet  disease  to do exercise  
fast food  harmful  junk food  
to lose weight  medical check-up 
 medicine  migraine headache 
 mineral supplements  obesity 
 overweight  physically 
impaired  soft drink  to suffer 
from ...  tobacco  visually 
impaired  vitamins  wheelchair 
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 2, p. 24) 
 

all you can eat  barbecue  
beverage  buffet  deep fried  
to defrost  dessert  fast-food  
fine dining  free refill  
homemade  ingredients  main 
course  microwave  recipe  
restaurant  sauce  seasoning  
spicy  to warm up  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 2, p. 27) 
 

abnormal  anorexia nervosa  
binge eating  bulimia nervosa  
cause  eating habits  excessive 
 food intake  idealised body 
types  influence  insufficient  
peer pressure  psychological 
issues  self-help  social 
situation  therapy group  to 
affect  treatment centre  
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Topic Prime Time 5 Transition Prime Time 5 Prime Time 6 Prime Time 7 Prime Time 8 
 

4 
Nutrition, 

health and 
welfare 

Word bank
(Unit 2, p. 32) 
 

activity limitation  assistive 
equipment  blindness  body 
function  cognitive disability  
communication methods  deaf  
to execute a task or action  hard 
of hearing  hearing aid  hearing 
loss  impairment  to be 
involved in life situations  lip 
reading  low vision  non-visual 
media  paraplegia  
participation restriction  physical 
disability  to require assistance  
sensory disability  sign language 
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Topic Prime Time 5 Transition Prime Time 5 Prime Time 6 Prime Time 7 Prime Time 8 
5 

Sports including 
social and 
economic 
aspects 

  Word bank
(Unit 9, p. 116) 
 

participation  physical activity  
competition  rules  team sport 
 individual sport  manager  
coach  spectator  recreational 
sport  training  sports facilities 
 health  well-being  exercise  
fitness centre  contact sport  
water sport  court  pitch  bat  
match  racket  winter sport 
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 9, p. 120) 
 

elastic cord  bicycle motocross  
building  rapids  vehicle  kayak 
 thrill  endurance  obstacle  
free-falling  balance  rebound  
rope  body harness  open 
terrain  track  anchor  off-road 
 summit  stroke  to do tricks  
waterway  to paddle  downhill 
 course  rock formations  
white-water river  route  
strength  knee/elbow/shoulder 
pads  

Word bank
(Unit 5, p. 66) 
 

graduation  rock/ice climbing  
operating theatre  mourning  
cemetery  incubator  joy  
stress  fear  sadness  
desperation  respect  to feel  
happiness  aggressive  violence 
 intensity  negative  positive  
anger  surprise  to hide/show 
your feelings/emotions  to be 
overcome with/by emotion  a 
deep/strong emotion  agony 
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Topic Prime Time 5 Transition Prime Time 5 Prime Time 6 Prime Time 7 Prime Time 8 
6 

School and 
education 

Word bank
(Unit 1, p. 11) 
 

levels • elementary • 
intermediate • advanced • course 
duration • starting date • hours • 
placement test • materials • text 
book • audio-visual materials • 
authentic texts • newspapers • 
office hours • telephone number 
• e-mail address • public 
transport • nearest tube station 
 
 
Useful phrases 
(Unit 5, p. 69) 
 

What do you think?  What’s your 
opinion?  Do you have any 
comments on ... ?  Sorry, but I 
don’t agree with you.  I’m afraid 
I see it differently.  I don’t share 
your viewpoint.  I have to 
disagree ... .  I cannot believe 
that ... .  In my opinion ... .  The 
way I see it, ... .  As far as I know 
... .  Is that a fact or an opinion?  
I used to think that ... .  
According to ... .  I don’t think it’s 
appropriate to ... .  Are you/we in 
a position to judge ... ?  
 

   Word bank
(Unit 10, p. 114) 
 

achievement • degree • grade • 
mark • ninth-graders • school 
leaver • school report • straight A 
student • to attend school • to 
break rules • to disturb a lesson • 
to fail • to get suspended • to 
graduate • to pass an exam • to 
receive a mark • to sit an exam • 
to skip lessons • to work for an 
exam • to write an exam  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 10, p. 115) 
 

after-school clubs • boarding 
school • classroom lecture • 
detention • exam • faculty • 
faculty member • free period • 
grammar school • hall • head 
teacher • headmaster • high 
school • instructions • junior 
school • modern school • period • 
principal • private school • public 
school • vocational training • 
school doctor/nurse • school 
education • schoolmate • school 
paper • school rules • school 
system • school uniform • 
semester • staff room • student • 
term • timetable  
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Topic Prime Time 5 Transition Prime Time 5 Prime Time 6 Prime Time 7 Prime Time 8 
7 

The world of 
work 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Useful phrases 
(Unit 3, p. 43) 
 

I bought a ... but it won’t work. • 
It seems to work, but the ... is 
missing. • I can’t open/close it 
properly. • It’s making a funny 
noise. • It’s broken/damaged. • 
It’s got a mark on it. • This part 
has come undone. • It doesn’t 
match the thing I wanted to wear 
it with. • It’s really too big/small. • 
It doesn’t do what the advert 
said. • I’d prefer to have my 
money back, please. 
 
Have you got the receipt? • Have 
you got the box it came in?  • It’s 
supposed to look like that. • It 
is/isn’t supposed to do that. • I’m 
afraid we haven’t got any more in 
stock. • We can order one for you. 
• I can give you a credit note to 
buy something else here. • Can 
you tell me the make/model 
number, please? • Have you put 
the batteries in correctly/checked 
the plug/socket?  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 7, p. 84) 
 

good taste • spontaneous • polite 
• flexible • honest • friendly • 
open-minded • outgoing • 
original • good manners • 
creative • disciplined • eloquent • 
cheeky • reliable • willing to learn 
• ambitious • punctual • 
trustworthy • patient • convincing 
• self-confident • adventurous  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Word bank
(Unit 5, p. 68) 
 

first • also • and then • this is 
why • finally • next • so • and • 
but • because • for example • to 
begin with • in addition to  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 6, p. 78) 
 

firstly • secondly • finally • 
suddenly • just then • later • 
while • when • however • 
although • therefore • moreover  

 

Word bank
(Unit 7, p. 88) 
 

computer literacy  sales  
communication  teamwork  
leadership  problem-solving  
interpersonal  social media  
technical  office / telephone / 

organisational skills  time 
management  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 7, p. 89) 
 

punctual  flexible  trustworthy 
 reliable  polite  determined  
confident  patient  creative  
communicative  hard-working 
 
 
Useful phrases 
(Unit 7, p. 93) 
 

 I am able to/familiar 
with/experienced in/skilled 
at/talented at ... . 

 I have an ability to/some 
familiarity with/experience 
in/skills in (at) ... . 

 I would like to gain an 
understanding of/extend my 
knowledge of ... . 

 An aim would be to develop 
my strengths in .../to improve 
my skills in ... / to widen my 
horizon.  

 
 
Useful phrases 
(Unit 7, p. 94) 
 

Answering the phone 
 Brown and Wilson Car Rentals, 

can I help you? 
 Hello, Clare speaking. How can 

I help you? 
 Can I ask you the reason for 

your call? 
 
 

 Useful phrases
(Unit 8, p. 96) 
 

First of all, ... . • Next, ... . • Finally, 
... . • As far as I’m concerned, ... . • 
I’m sure you’d agree that ... . • It’s 
obvious that ... . • But don’t forget 
... . • I admit that ... , but ... . • I’m 
sorry but I don’t agree that ... . • 
In fact, I’d go so far as to say ... . • 
Yes, but obviously you can’t deny 
... . • It cannot be denied, 
however, that ... .  
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Topic Prime Time 5 Transition Prime Time 5 Prime Time 6 Prime Time 7 Prime Time 8 
7 

The world of 
work 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Useful phrases 
(Unit 7, p. 95) 
 

 I’d be interested to know ... . 
 I’d like to ask ... . 
 Could you please tell me ... ? 
 I was wondering if/whether ... 

. 
 Is it possible to give me some 

idea ... ?  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 8, p. 104) 
 

firstly • secondly • suddenly • just 
then • and • because • while • 
when • however • although • 
therefore • moreover • later • 
finally/eventually  
 
 

 

Useful phrases (ctd.) 
(Unit 7, p. 94) 
 

Introducing yourself 
 This is ... . I’m calling from ... . 
 Hello, ... speaking. 
 Can I speak to ... , please? 
 I’m calling about ... . 
 I’d like to enquire about ... . 
 I’ve got a few questions/a 

complaint about ... . 
Trying to connect 
 I’ll just fetch her. Hang on a 

moment, please. 
 I’ll give you her extension. It’s 

... . 
 I’ll put you through to ... . 
 I’ll connect you. Please hold 

the line. 
If you can’t connect the caller 
 I’m sorry, but ... isn’t here/is 

out of the office. 
 I’m afraid she’s not 

available/she’s in a meeting. 
 The line’s engaged at the 

moment. 
 Could you call back later? 
If you can’t reach the person you 
want to speak with 
 Shall I ring back later? 
 What time would be most 

convenient? 
 Could you take a 

message/give her a message, 
please? 

 Could she phone me? 
Taking a message 
 Can I take a message? 
 Sorry, what was your name 

again? 
 Could you spell that for me? 
 Could you say that 

again/repeat that, please? 
 I’ll tell her as soon as she 

returns. 
Getting the answerphone 
 The person you’re calling isn’t 

available at the moment. 
 Please leave a message after 

the tone. 
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Topic Prime Time 5 Transition Prime Time 5 Prime Time 6 Prime Time 7 Prime Time 8 
7 

The world of 
work 

Useful phrases (ctd.) 
(Unit 7, p. 94) 
 

If there are problems of some 
kind 
 I’m afraid the line’s/the 

reception’s really bad. 
 My battery’s about to run out. 
 Can you hear me now? 
 
Ending the call 
 Thank you for calling. Have a 

good day. 
 Thanks for your help. Goodbye. 

 
 

Word bank 
(Unit 7, p. 99) 
 

employer  employee   
corporate culture  nine to five  
work-life balance  salary  wage 
 white-collar worker  blue-collar 
worker  shift  workplace  
career development  skills 
training  available on call  
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Topic Prime Time 5 Transition Prime Time 5 Prime Time 6 Prime Time 7 Prime Time 8 
8 

Hobbies and 
spare time 
activities 

Useful phrases 
(Unit 4, p. 46) 
 

I think this picture illustrates the 
graph because it shows ... . • to 
increase • to decrease • to fall • 
to rise • to plummet • to 
skyrocket • fewer than • less than 
• (not) as many as • more than • 
I’m surprised to read that ... . • ... 
would have never occurred to me. 
• It puzzles me that ... . • The 
survey shows/does not show ... . • 
My personal interests are 
not/totally different ... . • I 
assume that ... . • The reason 
might be that ... . • I am 
convinced that ... .  
 
 
Useful phrases 
(Unit 4, p. 51) 
 

Could you tell us more about your 
favourite hobby? • Do you also 
think your hobby is unusual or 
strange? • What made you take 
up this hobby? • Why is this your 
favourite hobby? • What do other 
people think about it? • How long 
have you had this hobby for? • 
Has anyone ever told you to stop 
with your hobby? • Can you make 
money with your hobby? • What 
do you need to do this hobby? • 
Does your hobby require 
expensive equipment? • Where 
have you seen/read about this 
hobby?  
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Topic Prime Time 5 Transition Prime Time 5 Prime Time 6 Prime Time 7 Prime Time 8 
9 

Consumerism 
  Useful phrases

(Unit 8, p. 108) 
 

Could you repeat that, please?  
Could you say that again, please? 
 I’m sorry, I don’t understand the 
word ... . What does it mean?  
What does ... mean?  Could you 
spell that for me, please?  Could 
you speak a little more slowly, 
please?  
 

 

 Word bank
(Unit 7, p. 80) 
 

brand • bulk products • cash 
register • crowded • dairy • 
entrance • eye level • loyalty card 
• product placement • profitable 
• section shelf • shopping basket 
• size • smell • store district • to 
act impulsively • to contemplate 
sth. • to linger somewhere • to 
lure sb. somewhere • to resist the 
temptation  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 7, p. 81) 
 

at a fraction of the price • basic 
necessities • bleak financial times 
• charity shop • emphasis on 
recycling and reuse • 
environmental reasons • lifeline • 
low consumer confidence • low 
retail sales figures • lower prices 
• shopping experience • to 
donate sth. • to face hard times • 
to spend • to think carefully 
about where to spend • top 
factor • unique items  
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Tradition and 
change 

    Useful phrases
(Unit 6, p. 71) 
 

a force to be reckoned with • to 
overturn an image • to live life to 
the full • the last thing on one’s 
mind • to juggle sth. with sth. 
else • all well and good • to 
weigh sth. up against sth. else • 
to step off the conveyor belt • to 
launch a career • to be a sign of • 
to turn out to be • to feel the 
pressure to • to pursue a career • 
to see oneself as • to conform to 
sth. • to be typical of • to be 
singled out  
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Transport and 
tourism 

Useful phrases 
(Unit 3, p. 33) 
 

Last year we went on holiday to ... 
. • our main activity was ... . • We 
went there by plane/boat/ 
train/car/bike/... . • We stayed in a 
hotel/caravan/tent/youth 
hostel/bed and breakfast/ 
motel/... . • ... is typical of this 
country. • The people there are ... 
. • We go there every year. • I 
went there for the second time. • 
one day my brother/sister/ 
mother/... had an accident/got 
sick/got lost/missed the bus. • 
The plane was late. • I met a cute 
boy/girl.  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 3, p. 34) 
 

hotel • campsite • bed and 
breakfast • youth hostel • private 
accommodation • sights • places 
of interest • museums • movies • 
theme parks • sports • 
sightseeing • relaxing • reading • 
partying • restaurants • self-
catering • fast food • local food • 
barbecue  
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Political, 
historical and 

cultural aspects 
of English-
speaking 
countries 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Word bank
(Unit 2, p. 20) 
 

multi-ethnic society  race  
minority  the majority of  
cultural influence  to belong to  
to have the right to do sth.  
mass immigration  for economic 
reasons  to judge sb. by  
physical appearance  statistics  
pie chart  compared to  to 
predict  to grow  to increase  
to fall  to be larger/smaller than 
 to amount to  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 2, p. 23) 
 

historical background  shocked 
and disappointed  second-class 
citizen  racial/verbal abuse  low 
wages  to rent  fear  prejudice 
 to discriminate against  self-
help organisations  to take 
action 
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 2, p. 23) 
 

formal/informal language  focus 
on facts  general descriptions  
short/complex sentences  to 
inform  to instruct  to give facts 
 to describe  to explain  to 
give an overview about  to 
entertain  to appeal  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Word bank
(Unit 1, p. 6) 
 

to show  to represent  to 
associate with  (un)fair  
(in)correct  judgement  
ridiculous  strange  
unbelievable  wonderful  
amazing  old-fashioned  
traditional  conservative  funny 
 unusual  typical of  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 3, p. 36) 
 

North-South divide  
industrialised/agricultural areas  
suburbs  trading hub  
commuters  thriving industries  
buzzing city life  retail areas  
cultural influence  cost of living 
 remote areas  landscape  
language policies  small town 
communities  urban sprawl  
neighbourhood  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 6, p. 81) 
 

Hinduism  Muslims  East India 
Trading Company  British legacy 
 raw materials  The British Raj  
viceroy  outbreaks of violence  
partition  withdrawal of the 
British  anniversary of 
independence  Hindu caste 
system  the untouchables  
nonviolent resistance  civil 
disobedience  the “Salt March”  
maharaja  Bollywood  sari  
spinning wheel  population 
density  
 
 
 
 
 

Word bank
(Unit 1, p. 6) 
 

mass emigration • the Potato 
Famine • starvation • economic 
boom • the Troubles • the Celtic 
tiger • shamrock / clover • harp • 
the “craic” • Irish Gaelic • Emerald 
Isle • multi-party negotiations  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 1, p. 10) 
 

sectarian rioting • deployment of 
troops • withdrawal of troops • 
army campaign • to come under 
attack • curfew • internment • 
interrogation techniques • 
(military) stalemate • to put sth. 
on hold  
 
 
Useful phrases 
(Unit 1, p. 11) 
 

At the beginning of the article 
the author describes ... . • Then he 
takes a look on / focuses on ... . • 
He presents / explains / highlights/ 

analyses / gives reasons ... . • The 
British army has been criticised ... 
, but ... . • Neither side ... . • 
furthermore • to result in • to 
lead to • to add to • to aggravate 
• to deteriorate / improve  
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Political, 
historical and 

cultural aspects 
of English-
speaking 
countries 

Word bank
(Unit 6, p. 74) 
 

nation  to have a variety of  to 
belong to  democracy  
segregation/Apartheid  Boer  
Afrikaans  township  to come 
across  the majority/minority of 
 to be descended from  to be 
home to  to experience  
national park/game reserve  
wildlife  landscape  natural 
resources  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 6, p. 86) 
 

to be traumatised  to force 
oneself to do sth.  to work 
through sth.  to miss sth.  to be 
worked up about sth.  to 
experience sth.  to bear sth.  

Word bank 
(Unit 9,p.128) 
 

to symbolise/represent  to give 
emphasis to  an association with 
 to have a dual 
meaning/function  to have the 
effect of  a measured rhythm  
to run onto the next line  to split 
up  (to) fragment  
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Art and culture 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Word bank 
(Unit 6, p. 73) 
 

band • to edit • group • lyrics • to 
perform • to play • to practise • 
to record • rhythm • song • tune  

 

Useful phrases 
(Unit 6, p. 83) 
 

The artist 
portrays/depicts/presents ... . • 
The picture/painting/ 
portrait/still-life/landscape 
shows/contains ... . • It gives the 
impression that/indicates that ... . 
• The atmosphere/mood is 
scary/powerful/confusing/surreal 
... . • in the background • in the 
foreground • in the bottom right 
corner • in the top left corner • at 
the top of the picture  
 

Useful phrases 
(Unit 2, p. 28) 
 

The photograph is striking / 

shocking / thought-provoking/ 

moving / intense, because ... .  
The picture is realistic / stylised / 

detailed / lifelike.  The picture 
gives the impression that ... .  
The photograph was probably 
taken in ... .  The photographer 
might have wanted to show ... .  
in the middle / centre  in the 
bottom right-hand corner  in the 
top left-hand corner  in the 
foreground / background  is seen 
from the back / the front / above / 

below  The people appear to be 
... .  The colours are dark / bright / 

dull / vibrant.  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 6, p. 81) 
 

theme  mood / atmosphere / tone 
 verse  free verse  stanza  
rhyme  rhythm  sentence 
structure  line  point of view  
repetition  
 

 

Word bank 
(Unit 7, p.94) 
 

actor/actress  to applaud  artist 
 audience  ballerina  
bodyguard  to boo  cast  
choreographer  cinema  
composer  dancer  director  
exhibition  gossip  footlights  
magician  opera house  painter 
 paparazzo  to perform  
premiere  producer  to protect 
 red carpet  rumours  set  
social media  stadium  stage  
studio  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 7, p. 102) 
 

cast  close up  credits  cutter  
director  extra  film set  
leading actor  lighting  location 
 screenplay  to shoot a film  
sound effects  special effects 
(SFX)  supporting actor  voice 
over  
 
 
Useful phrases 
(Unit 8, p. 103) 
 

... is a work by ... .  It shows ... .  
in the 
background/foreground/middle  
bottom/top  left-hand/right-
hand corner  The viewer’s 
interest is drawn to ... .  The 
work of art makes the viewer feel 
... .  What the artist/ 
photographer wants to express/ 
criticise is ... .  
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Art and culture 
Word bank 
(Unit 8, p. 113) 
 

background  brush strokes  
canvas  cityscape  collage  
composition  contour line  
depth  focal point  foreground 
 geometric  landscape  motion 
 medium  palette  perspective 
 portrait  proportion  seascape 
 shadow  shape  still life  
symbol  texture  theme  
watercolour  
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Media 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Word bank 
(Unit 5, p. 59) 
 

to spend more/less time for 
writing text messages than ...  to 
prefer watching DVDs rather than 
watching TV  to read news 
online more often than ...  to talk 
to someone in person/on the 
phone/with a chat programme  
to use a computer/a laptop/a 
smartphone  to surf the internet 
 couch potato  cyberspace  
episode  3D  virtual reality  
mobile phone  portable  
weblog  text message  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 5, p. 64) 
 

action/adventure movies/series  
cartoons  children’s 
programmes  comedy shows  
cop/detective series  
courtroom/legal shows  
documentaries   game shows  
music shows  mystery shows  
news  reality shows  science 
fiction/fantasy movies  sitcoms  
soap operas  sports 
programmes  talk shows  
thrillers  Western movies  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 8, p. 98) 
 

author • film director • movie star 
• crime writer • detective • 
private eye • criminal • petty 
criminal • crime reporter • photo 
journalist • to make 
movies/thrillers • to play a film 
role • to write thrillers • to direct 
a film • to make a film • law • 
victim • crime report • to get 
caught by the police • offence 
 
 
 
 

Word bank 
(Unit 6, p. 74) 
 

odd • weird • unusual • peculiar • 
uncommon • bizarre • 
exceptional • surreal • virtual 
reality • perception • imagination 
• to imagine • fantasy • unreal • 
fictitious • illusion • vision  
 
 
Useful phrases 
(Unit 6, p. 80) 
 

What I found shocking/puzzling/ 
confusing/weird/astonishing/am
using was ... . • I really liked/did 
not like ... . • I did not fully 
understand the passage/scene in 
which ... . • I had great difficulty 
to fully grasp ... . •  What really 
confuses/puzzles/surprises me is 
... .  

 
 

 Word bank 
(Unit 7, p. 98) 
 

competition show  court show  
dating show  documentary-style 
show  makeover show  outdoor 
survival show  renovation show 
 self-improvement show  social 
experiment  supernatural and 
paranormal show  talent show 
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 7, p. 100) 
 

advertising  broadsheet  
correspondent  daily  edition  
editor  editorial  gossip column 
 headline  issue  journalist  
libel  magazine  monthly  
newsagents  newsstand  to 
publish  reporter  sensational  
tabloids  
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Media 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Useful phrases 
(Unit 8, p. 106) 
 

What I found shocking/puzzling/ 
confusing/weird/astonishing/am
using was ... . • I really liked/did 
not like ... . • I did not fully 
understand the passage/ 
scene in which ... .  • I had great 
difficulty to fully grasp ... .  •  
What really confuses/puzzles/ 
surprises me is ... .  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 10, p. 130) 
 

chapter • paragraph • cover • 
introduction • blurb • ending • 
characters • protagonists • 
author • narrator • publisher • 
publishing house • setting • plot • 
story • preface • review • topic  
 
 
Useful phrases 
(Unit 10, p. 131) 
 

The film is almost the same as 
the book. • I think the book was 
much more exciting than the 
movie. • I didn’t image that the 
main character would look like ... . 
• All in all the film/book was 
much ... . • I certainly prefer 
watching a film to reading a 
book. • A book appeals to the 
reader’s imagination. • There 
were more details in the book 
than in the film. 
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 10, p. 134) 
 

artificial • to balance • brilliance • 
charming • clever • delicacy • 
delicately • exemplary • favourite 
• gripping • humorous • lovely • 
touching • ultimate • unnatural • 
unrivalled • brilliant • amazing  
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Media 
Word bank 
(Unit 10, p. 135) 
 

structure • stanza • line • part • to 
consist of ... • rhyme pattern • 
stress • atmosphere • feeling • 
monotonous • lively • to describe 
• to deal with • to discuss • to 
express feelings • to express 
views • metaphor • main 
message • form • content • 
interpretation • rhythm • mood • 
metre  
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Communication 
  Word bank 

(Unit 3, p. 39) 
 

to describe one’s own emotions  
to choose emotive words and 
phrases  to describe a sad / 

shocking scene  to use contrast / 

repetition  to add stress  to 
speak directly to  to ask a 
rhetorical question  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 6, p. 82) 
 

to be mute  to be dumb  to be 
silent  speechless  to be a 
chatterbox  to be talkative  to 
be chatty  to chatter  to be 
communicative  to be a talker 
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 8, p. 102) 
 

to give a speech  to deliver a 
speech  to write a speech  
audience  podium  quotation  
atmosphere  mood  emotions  
to appeal to the emotions of  to 
refer to  famous  well-known  
on the occasion of  far-reaching 
consequences  inspiring   
convincing  
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Nature and the 
environment 

  Word bank 
(Unit 6, p. 77) 
 

destination  diversity  nature 
reserve  reptile  mammal  
amphibian  veld  wildlife 
experience  environment   
walking safari  hiking trails • 
unspoilt nature  open savannah  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 3, p. 36) 
 

reusable  biodegradable  
climate change  to have an 
effect on  a result of global 
warming  to cause damage to  
(air) pollution  to raise 
awareness of  (not) to waste 
natural resources  renewable / 

alternative energy sources  to 
recycle  to use / generate wind or 
solar power  hydraulic power 
plant  wind park / farm  farmers’ 
market  organic food  bottle 
bank  landfill site  
 
 

 Word bank 
(Unit 2, p. 18) 
 

acid rain • cause • caution • 
contamination • disposal • 
erosion • harmful • reckless • 
regulation • restriction • sewage 
• troublesome • upset  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 2, p. 19) 
 

to turn/convert sunlight/wind/ 
heat/waves into energy • (wind) 
turbines run by airflows • 
collected by solar cells • 
(un)reliable • (in)efficient • 
(in)expensive  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 2, p. 20) 
 

to affect • atmosphere • 
biodiversity • carbon dioxide • 
carbon footprint • (man-made) 
disaster • drought • to emit • 
ecosystem • energy • exhaust 
fumes • fossil fuel • glacier • 
greenhouse effect • habitat • 
(non)-renewable resources • sea 
level  
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New 
technologies 

    Word bank 
(Unit 8, p. 90) 
 

important • ground-breaking •  
revolutionary • innovative • 
hopeful • cutting-edge • radical • 
scary • disastrous • (un)realistic • 
(un)desirable • advanced • 
fascinating • to bring about 
change • to develop into • to 
research • to benefit from • to 
threaten • to transform • to 
exterminate • to destroy • 
pioneer • prospect • prediction • 
population growth • life 
expectancy • famine • space 
exploration • destruction  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 8, p. 93) 
 

problem • issue • question • 
drawback • downside • challenge 
• problematic • surveillance • to 
observe • to publish • to stalk • to 
track • to monitor • to have under 
surveillance • to witness • to hack 
• to watch • journalist • reporter • 
editor • eyewitness • onlooker • 
bystander • (digital) camera • 
mobile phone • webcam • CCTV • 
footage • TV/media/web 
coverage • rules • guidelines • 
guiding principle • review • 
recommendations  
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Plans and 
future 

opportunities 

    Useful phrases 
(Unit 10, p. 123) 
 

I rather suspect  ... . • I am 
convinced  ... . • There is no doubt 
in my mind ... . • Possibly ... . • 
From my own perspective ... . • It 
is quite clear to me ... . • I tend to 
think ... . • on balance I would say 
... . • I firmly believe ... . • Quite 
obviously ... .  
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Intercultural 
and social 

aspects 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  Word bank 
(Unit 4, p. 52) 
 

to be caught in a dilemma  In 
my opinion, the right/wrong 
thing to do  would be to ... .  to 
have/develop a sense of right 
and wrong  honesty  honest  
dishonest  to treat others as you 
would want to be treated 
yourself  
 

 

Word bank 
(Unit 6, p. 84) 
 

to maintain law and order  
multicultural society  tensions 
between ethnic/religious groups 
 ethnic cleansing  genocide  
economic factors  to take over 
responsibility  to reach a 
political solution  to negotiate  
to result in  to lead to  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 9,p. 122) 
 

to jump to conclusions  (racial) 
stereotyping  (subconscious) 
bias  to reinforce an attitude  
to make a snap decision  (not) 
to be open-minded  to draw 
conclusions  to experience  
from one’s own experience  
prejudice against  to conclude 
from  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 9,p. 131) 
 

to dismiss sb./sth. as  to let sb. 
down  to put faith in  to keep 
sb./sth. in check  to get even  
to make sth. of one’s life  moral 
code  extended family  tightly 
knit (community)  to tarnish the 
reputation of sb./sth.  influence 
on  to believe in  to keep to 
oneself  to force  to put 
pressure on  
 

Word bank 
(Unit 4, p.52) 
 

to strongly disagree with • to 
strongly oppose/believe (in) sth. • 
to be deeply concerned/ 
upset/shocked about sth. • to be 
utterly convinced that • to 
wholeheartedly agree with/ 
support sth. • to roundly 
condemn sth. • to thoroughly 
approve of sth.  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 6, p. 66) 
 

social conformity • individual 
liberty • welfare state • social 
security • community service • 
upper/middle/lower class • to 
meet a need • to fulfil one’s 
potential • to make a 
contribution • to impose 
sanctions • to provide a safety 
net • consensus of opinion • to 
address a problem  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 6, p. 67) 
 

positive • negative • ironic • 
cynical • congratulatory • to show 
empathy • responsible • 
irresponsible • far-reaching • 
detached • wise • sensible • 
clever • intelligent • foolish • 
damaging • destructive • egoistic 
• harmful • inflammatory • 
provocative  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 9, p. 105) 
 

formal  informal • 
biased/critical  objective • 
emotional/passionate  
indifferent • matter-of-
fact/sincere  ironic/sarcastic • 
exaggerated • humorous • 
aggressive/angry  defensive  
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Intercultural 
and social 

aspects 

Word bank 
(Unit 9, p. 106) 
 

age-related • behaviour • belief • 
bias • culture • disability • gender 
• groups of people • ideas • 
ideology • language • occupation 
• offending • policies • race • 
religion • sexual orientation 
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Growing up 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  Useful phrases 
(Unit 1, p. 9) 
 

I was surprised to see that ... .  I 
never knew that ... .  It depends 
on ... .  In my opinion ... .  on the 
one hand ..., but on the other 
hand ... .  I think the reason for 
this is ... .  I think/don’t think 18 
is an appropriate age to ... .  I 
think it should be up to ... to 
decide the age limit for ... .  I 
respect your opinion, but ... .  
You make it sound like ... .  
Correct me if I’m wrong, but ... .  
... could be dangerous.  ... should 
be protected.  
 
 
Useful phrases 
(Unit 1, p. 13) 
 

to dread sth. (e.g. bad news)  to 
regret sth.  to face the truth  to 
put sth. off for as long as possible 
 to be mature  to be ready to  
to take responsibility for one’s 
actions  to show promiscuous 
behaviour  Any teen pregnancy 
will be a challenge.  to keep her 
baby  to have an abortion  to 
give a baby up for adoption  You 
have to look at it from both 
perspectives.  There are two 
sides to every story.  to act your 
age  to use contraception/a 
condom  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 1, p. 17) 
 

almost  entirely  perfectly  
extremely  highly  immensely  
strongly  totally  tremendously 
 quite  very  hardly  nearly  
virtually  scarcely  completely  
really  
 
 

Word bank 
(Unit 4, p. 54) 
 

absolute  affectionate  
compassionate  devoted  divine 
 endless  eternal  faithful  
fond  genuine  honest  hoping 
 inestimable  infinite  joyful  
merry  noble  optimistic  
peaceful  perpetual  precious  
promising  pure  real  selfless 
 self-sacrificing  sincere  
stunning  tender  vibrant  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 4, p.57) 
 

changeable  contented  
determined  dreamy  dull  
emotional  impulsive  mean  
melodramatic  self-centered  
sensitive  talkative  timid  
understanding  immature  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 4, p. 58) 
 

age limit  to apply for loans  
approval  to be aware of  to 
comply with the law  to 
consume alcohol  custody  
disciplinary proceedings  
employment  to be entitled to  
exception  parental guidance  
hazardous occupation  learning 
environment  liability and 
insurance requirements  
parental consent  penalty  to 
play truant  privacy  to 
purchase tobacco products  to 
be responsible for  school 
attendance  sexual contact  to 
sign contracts  to violate rules  
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Growing up 
 

 
Word bank 
(Unit 5, p. 69) 
 

to fall head over heels in love  
love at first sight  to love sb. to 
bits/to death  to be love-struck  
true/deep love  first/puppy love 
 love marriage  platonic love  
perfect/passionate love  
mothering love  smothering love 
  love of your life  parental love 
 to care for  to fall for  to have 
a crush on  to have an affair 
(with)  to go out with  to live 
with  to move in with  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 5, p. 73) 
 

to address/approach/deal 
with/face/solve/tackle a problem 
or difficulty  to identify a 
problem  to consider multiple 
solutions  to get into 
difficulty/trouble  to talk sb. out 
of sth.  to talk sth. through  to 
talk some sense into sb.  

  



Prime Time 5 to 8: Collected word banks and useful phrases  33 

Topic Prime Time 5 Transition Prime Time 5 Prime Time 6 Prime Time 7 Prime Time 8 
21 

Politics and 
public 

institutions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Word bank 
(Unit 5, p. 60) 
 

Prime Minister • Queen • Head of 
State • President • to vote • to 
elect • general elections • Houses 
of Parliament • speech • 
representative • inauguration • 
candidate • residence • ballot box 
• government  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 7, p. 86) 
 

human rights group • to join • 
torture • child labour • 
declaration of human rights • to 
protest • authoritarian regime • 
women’s rights • education • 
equality • dignity • freedom • 
slavery • to dominate • open-
minded • to exert power • to 
tolerate • to humiliate  
 

 

Word bank 
(Unit 8, p. 113) 
 

to have a say (in sth.)/to have 
one’s say (in sth.)  to voice one’s 
opinion (on sth.)  to make an 
oratory speech  debater  
oratory/debating skills 
the vote (= suffrage)  to vote  
voter  politician  to make/break 
a promise  to have a choice  
free country  one-party system  
to get a fair trial  freedom  
dictatorship  to get apathetic  
ignorant  ignorance  to feel 
passionate about sth.  to 
underestimate sb.  
 

 

 Useful phrases 
(Unit 2, p. 26) 
 

We have to ensure/see to it that 
... . • We should take care not to ... 
. • We are prepared to/ 
determined to ... . • to adopt a 
resolution • an unprecedented 
effort to serve the common good 
• serious/pressing problems • to 
face/solve a problem/conflict • to 
overcome difficulties • to settle a 
conflict • to negotiate an 
agreement • to make a 
compromise • to promote 
reconciliation • in the near future 
• in the short/long term • in the 
long run • short/long-term 
solutions • We are hopeful/ 
confident that ... . • We are 
working to ... . • We should take 
on new roles.  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 7, p. 78) 
 

account • affluent • bank 
statement • bankrupt • bargain • 
broke • budget • currency • debt • 
generous • gross/net income • 
hard-up • income • income tax • 
inheritance • instalments • 
interest (rate) • mean • mortgage 
• pension • poor • profit • 
property • prosperous • refund • 
rich • rise • scholarship • stingy • 
tip • to  put towards • to make 
ends meet • to pay back • 
valuable • waste of money • 
wealth • well-off  
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Politics and 
public 

institutions 

Word bank 
(Unit 9, p. 107) 
 

freedom of speech • book 
banning/censoring • 
challenged/banned books • 
censorship • to infringe on sb.’s 
rights • to file a complaint 
against sb. • to ban a book from 
school • books/texts deemed 
critical of sth. • political 
correctness • politically correct • 
to take offence against sb./sth.  
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Globalisation 
Useful phrases 
(Unit ,p. 11) 
 

You should ... . • You ought to ... . • 
If I were you, I would ... . • Let’s ... . 
• What about ... ? • How about ... ? 
• Why don’t you ... ? • Couldn’t you 
... ? • What would you say to ... ? • 
Don’t you think it is a good idea 
to ... ? • You need to/must/should 
... . • Have you tried ... ? • In my 
experience, ... works really well. • 
You’d better ... . • Have you 
thought about ... ? • ... is worth a 
try.  
 

 Word bank 
(Unit 4, p. 48) 
 

wealthy  resources  unethical  
to donate money to ...  to have 
access to ...  charity  to refuse 
to ...  to play a major role  
unjustifiable  aim  to discover  
charitable body  to resist 
authority  poverty  biased  
slavery  violence  to raise 
money  consciousness  disease 
 right to vote  role model  to 
give your time / money to a charity 

/ a good cause  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 5, p. 60) 
 

economy  society  trade  
borders  network  capital  
services  labour  industries  
national  exchange  
outsourcing  global  
transnational  corporation  
discovery  culture  population  
stocks  natural resources  
colony  technology  
communication  import  export 
 migration  competition  
multiculturalism  tourism  
inequality  McDonaldisation  
sweatshop  child labour  
recession  

 Word bank 
(Unit 5, p. 54) 
 

interdependent • industrialised 
nation • charter • veto • to 
endorse sth. • ally • to deter sb. • 
fluctuate • bureaucracy • 
adequate • multinationals • 
resolution • to annihilate •  
agriculture • monetary • 
multilateral • population • 
refugee  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 5, p. 55) 
 

internal/regional/global conflict • 
to manage a conflict situation • 
armed/military conflict • 
religious/ethnic/political/social 
conflict • to settle/solve/end a 
conflict • to declare war on 
terrorism • to prevent/avert  
aggravate a crisis 
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 5, p. 60) 
 

military superpower • global 
policeman • leading nation of the 
West • ambassador of democracy 
• imperial power  
 

 

  



Prime Time 5 to 8: Collected word banks and useful phrases  36 

Topic Prime Time 5 Transition Prime Time 5 Prime Time 6 Prime Time 7 Prime Time 8 
23 

Social groups 
and minorities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Useful phrases 
(Unit 7, p. 93) 
 

 I really don’t think it’s fair ... . 
 I’m terribly sorry, but ... . 
 Do you really think it’s 

appropriate to ... ? 
 Would you mind ... ? 
 Could you show a little more 

respect for ... ? 
 I’d really appreciate it if you 

could ... .  
 
 
Useful phrases 
(Unit 7, p. 94) 
 

 Do you think what you said is 
appropriate? 

 I don’t think it’s right to judge 
people by their 
looks/appearance/skin colour. 

 Don’t you think that’s a bit 
unfair/racist/nasty? 

 
 

Word bank 
(Unit 8, p. 103) 
 

freedom of the individual  
business  civil liberties  fair 
trade  the future  development 
 courage  determination  
message  to convey a message  
to address an audience  to 
appeal to  to protest against  to 
set targets  
 

 Word bank 
(Unit 3, p. 30) 
 

prejudice/bias • to be on a par 
with sth./sb. • to be a thing of the 
past/obsolete • anthropology • 
disparity • equal opportunities • 
to be domesticated • to be 
submissive • transgender • same-
sex marriage • gender-specific 
features • gender roles • single-
sex education • suffrage 
movement • women’s liberation 
movement • to be career-
oriented • controversy  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 4, p. 42) 
 

to show • to seem to be • to 
appear to be • visa application • 
residency • to apply for • to be 
arrested • to be removed • to be 
extradited • to be charged with • 
to be refused asylum • 
bureaucracy • border controls • to 
guard sth. • badly paying jobs • to 
exploit sb. • to take advantage of 
• desperate • poverty  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 3, p. 42) 
 

contributing members of society 
• to prove oneself • job/business 
opportunities • to give support • 
to develop/extend/further  one’s 
career • citizenship • human 
rights • to support • to help • job 
seeker • personal goals • to 
contribute • to provide services • 
to be successful • to cross hurdles 
• to overcome difficulties • to be 
granted asylum • desire • 
motivation  
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Social groups 
and minorities 

Word bank 
(Unit 4, p. 48) 
 

economic migrant • to migrate 
out of economic necessity • to 
escape poverty • to smuggle 
immigrants • to stay in hiding • 
to exploit sb. • to make a living • 
to become a permanent resident 
• the pace of life • heated debate 
over/about • an 
increase/decrease in numbers • 
to strengthen border controls • to 
stop the flow of illegal 
immigrants  
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Rules, 
regulations and 

legal matters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Useful phrases 
(Unit 3, p. 41) 
 

The police/fire 
brigade/ambulance service 
please! • I’m calling from ... . • 
There has been/I’ve just seen an 
accident. • ... don’t/doesn’t feel 
well. • There’s a fire/a burglar 
in/at ... . • A man/child/... is 
hurt/trapped. • It looks really 
bad/dangerous ... . • Sorry, I don’t 
know/can’t tell you that.  
 
 
Useful phrases 
(Unit 3, p. 41) 
 

Can you give me your personal 
details? • What is the problem? • 
How can I help you? • Where 
does it hurt? • How long have you 
had this problem? • Do you feel 
sick/dizzy? • Do you take any 
medication? • Have you got any 
allergies you know of? • 
When/What did you last eat/ 
drink? • Can you explain what 
happened? • Have you had this 
problem before? • Has anybody in 
your family got a similar 
problem?  
 
 
Word bank 
(Unit 8, p. 99) 
 

spraying graffiti • hacking into 
computers • shoplifting • fighting 
• travelling on busses without a 
ticket • driving a car/motorbike/ 
moped without a driving licence • 
cheating at an exam • faking your 
parents’ signature • leaving a 
café/restaurant without paying • 
being cruel to animals • sex 
(under 16) • drinking (under 18) • 
stealing cars • joyriding  
 
 
 
 
 

  Word bank 
(Unit 4, p. 52) 
 

alibi  armed  arrest  assault  
to break the law  caution  cell  
to charge with  to commit a 
crime  community service  
court  fine  to get away with  
guilty of  imprisonment  
innocent  judge  jury  lawyer  
offence  prison  punishment  
sentence  trial  verdict  
weapon  witness  
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Rules, 
regulations and 

legal matters 

Word bank 
(Unit 8, p. 110) 
 

police detective • police officer • 
private eye • police constable 
(PC) • private detective • 
detective chief inspector (DCI) • 
sheriff • private investigator (PI) • 
plainclothes officer • police 
woman (WPC) • law enforcement 
officer • cop (coll.) • bobby (coll.) • 
sergeant • justice of the peace • 
special agent • spy  

 


