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Words in blue:	These words/phrases are the most important ones, the core vocabulary. You should learn them first.
Words in black:	These words/phrases are additional vocabulary, which will further help you to improve your language skills.

	
	Unit 6  South Africa
	
	

	
	landmark
	The Matterhorn is Switzerland’s most famous landmark.
	Wahrzeichen

	
	stopover point
	The hotel is a convenient stopover point for business travellers.
	Zwischenstopp

	
	spice route
	spice route = the route from Europe to Asia
	Gewürzstraße

	
	trader
	trader  to trade with
	Händler/in

	
	legislative
	We demand a tax reform in the current legislative period.
	gesetzgebend, Gesetzgebungs-

	
	administrative capital
	Pretoria is the administrative capital of South Africa.
	Verwaltungssitz

	
	judicial
	You should have confidence in your judicial system.
	gerichtlich, Gerichts-

	
	to be host to
	I want to be a good host to you.
	Gastgeber/in für ... sein

	
	well-suited to
	This area is well-suited to storing natural gas.
	gut geeignet für

	
	endurance sports 
	Endurance sports lead to stress reduction.
	Ausdauersport

	
	manufacturing sector
	Globalisation led to grave changes in the manufacturing sector.
	Produktionssektor, Industrie

	
	constitutional democracy
	The USA is a constitutional democracy.
	konstitutionelle Demokratie

	
	currency
	Many countries have adopted the Euro as their currency.
	Währung

	
	racial separation
	Another term for racial separation is racial segregation.
	Rassentrennung

	
	to oppress
	For centuries, whites oppressed the Black majority in South Africa.
	unterdrücken

	1
	a variety of
	Western supermarkets offer a large variety of products.
	eine Vielfalt von/an

	
	Apartheid
	Apartheid in South Africa ended in 1994.
	Apartheid, Rassentrennung

	
	Boers
	Boers are the descendants of Dutch-speaking farmers in South Africa.
	die Buren

	
	Afrikaans
	The Boer language is called Afrikaans.
	Afrikaans (= Sprache)

	
	township
	Townships are residential areas for non-whites.
	Township

	
	game reserve
	You can book guided tours around the game reserve.
	Wildschutzgebiet

	
	wildlife
	Pollution has an impact on wildlife.
	hier: Tiere in der freien Wildbahn

	
	to be infected with
	He was infected with the malaria virus on his last trip.
	mit ... infiziert sein

	
	colonial power
	For centuries, the UK was a colonial power in Africa.
	Kolonialmacht

	
	What to see and do
	
	

	1
	to originate
	Where do we originate from?
	abstammen von

	2
	destination
	Our destination this year is Ireland.
	(Reise-)Ziel

	
	reptile 
	Caimans are reptiles.
	Reptil

	
	amphibian
	The numbers of amphibians are declining.
	Amphibie

	
	walking safari
	A walking safari can be arranged if you like.
	Fuß-Safari

	
	hiking trail
	Hiking trails lead you through the area.
	Wanderweg

	
	to be unspoilt
	The scenery is unspoilt and idyllic.
	unverdorben, unverbaut

	
	to be unrivalled in
	The car is unrivalled in its speed.
	einzigartig in Bezug auf

	
	flagship
	The spaceship was a flagship of Soviet technology.
	Aushängeschild, Flaggschiff

	
	evident
	This is not directly evident.
	klar ersichtlich

	
	to preserve
	Let’s do our best to preserve this park for our kids.
	erhalten, bewahren

	
	natural asset
	Gas, oil, etc. are natural assets.
	natürliche Ressource

	
	unfenced
	Large dogs shouldn’t be kept unfenced.
	ohne Zaun

	
	free range
	The chickens have free range, so they can roam freely.
	freier Bereich

	
	to depart from
	The flight departs from Vienna.
	aufbrechen von, starten

	
	riverbed
	The riverbed was washed out.
	Flussbett

	
	communal toilet
	We had to share a communal toilet.
	Gemeinschaftstoilette

	
	encounter
	The encounter with the lions impressed everyone.
	Begegnung

	
	lodge
	When I travel I prefer hotels to lodges. I think they’re more comfortable.
	Hütte, Lodge

	
	convertible
	My dad got a red convertible when he retired. He said it was something he had always wanted.
	Cabrio (Auto)

	
	to be assured of sth.
	You can be assured of a wonderful holiday.
	sich einer Sache sicher sein

	
	sheer
	You could see the sheer enjoyment on his face when he got into his new car.
	pur, voll

	
	prehistoric site
	There are a lot of prehistoric sites to be visited in Ireland.
	prähistorische Sehens-würdigkeit

	3
	to plunge
	Plunge into Vienna’s music scene!
	eintauchen

	
	bustling
	New York’s bustling city centre never sleeps.
	geschäftig, belebt

	
	laundry
	Your laundry is done at the hotel.
	Wäsche

	
	dorm
	Each dorm has four beds and a bathroom.
	Schlafsaal

	
	room en-suite
	All rooms are en-suite.
	Zimmer mit Bad und WC

	
	deposit
	You will need to pay a deposit.
	Anzahlung, Kaution

	
	licensed restaurant
	In some US states it’s almost impossible to find licensed restaurants because selling alcohol is prohibited.
	Restaurant, in dem Alkohol ausgeschenkt werden darf

	
	on-site
	On-site parking is available.
	vor Ort

	
	Language skills: Talking about the future and possibilities
	
	

	2
	ivory
	They sell carved wood and small ivory figures.
	Elfenbein

	
	Apartheid
	
	

	1
	peaceful resistance
	Peaceful resistance is a form of non-violent opposition.
	friedlicher Widerstand

	
	to go underground
	As a political activist he was forced to go underground.
	untertauchen

	
	to be compelled to
	The minister was compelled to step down.
	gezwungen werden

	
	failure to do so
	Failure to do so may lead to massive problems.
	das Nichteinhalten/-erfüllen

	
	trial
	The murder trial was in the papers for days.
	Prozess, Gerichtsverhandlung

	
	jail sentence
	Finally, the murderer received a lifelong jail sentence.
	Gefängnisstrafe

	
	bearer
	A passport needs to contain the signature of its bearer.
	Inhaber/in

	
	annual poll tax
	annual poll tax = every adult in the community pays this tax
	Kopfsteuer

	
	a tax levied on
	An income tax is a tax levied on the income of individuals or businesses.
	eine Steuer erhoben auf

	
	to extend to
	The restrictions also extended to really private matters.
	erweitern/ausweiten auf

	
	to prohibit from
	They are prohibited from acting in the play.
	verbieten, untersagen

	
	to persecute sb.
	The Romans persecuted the Christians till the beginning of the fourth century.
	jmdn. (gerichtlich) verfolgen

	
	to immobilise
	I was temporarily immobilised after I had broken my leg.
	bewegungsunfähig machen

	
	to be deprived of freedom
	Mandela was deprived of his freedom for over 20 years.
	der Freiheit beraubt werden

	4
	mass resistance to
	The government was surprised by the mass resistance to the new law.
	Massenwiderstand gegen

	
	armed struggle against
	Originally, the ANC favoured the armed struggle against the all-white government in South Africa.
	bewaffneter Kampf gegen

	5
	detention
	If someone is in detention they are in jail.
	Haft

	
	without trial
	Mandela was held without trial.
	ohne Verhandlung

	
	mood
	The mood of the poem is quite sombre.
	Stimmung

	
	free verse
	This poem is written in free verse.
	freier Vers

	
	repetition
	We don’t want a repetition of last year’s disaster!
	Wiederholung

	
	She doesn’t speak
	
	

	1
	to be mute
	A person who is mute is unable to speak.
	stumm sein

	
	to be dumb
	See the truth: Don’t be deaf, dumb and blind!
	hier: sprachlos sein

	
	to be a chatterbox
	She is an old chatterbox.
	eine Plaudertasche sein

	
	to be talkative/chatty
	to be talkative/chatty = to be very communicative
	gesprächig sein

	2
	sitting
	The story is not long. You can read it in one sitting. 
	Sitzung

	
	casually
	She casually mentioned her pregnancy.
	hier: beiläufig

	
	traumatic incident
	After the traumatic incident she needed therapy.
	traumatisches Erlebnis

	
	tap
	In some countries you shouldn’t drink tap water.
	Wasserhahn

	
	to burst into
	The police burst into the flat.
	hier: hineinstürmen

	
	lounge
	Most airport lounges aren’t open to everyone.
	Aufenthaltsraum

	
	to stain sth.
	Tea had stained the tabletop.
	etw. beflecken

	
	verandah
	The wide verandah offers great views.
	Veranda

	
	to patrol the street
	Because of all the break-ins more police are patrolling the streets now.
	patrouillieren, Streife gehen

	
	suspicious
	This seems suspicious to me.
	verdächtig, misstrauisch

	
	dejected
	He left the meeting dejectedly.
	entmutigt, niedergeschlagen

	
	vomit
	vomit  to vomit, to throw up
	Erbrochenes

	
	to dial
	Please dial 911 in case of an emergency.
	wählen

	
	to go rigid
	When she heard the news, she went stiff and rigid.
	starr werden

	
	to be scared stiff
	I was scared stiff when I heard the window break.
	starr vor Angst sein

	
	to emigrate
	Many people were forced to emigrate.
	auswandern

	
	Over my dead body!
	
	Nur über meine Leiche!

	
	to long for
	I’m longing for a hot cup of tea now.
	sich sehnen nach

	
	veld (SAE)
	In the middle of the veld is an old monastery.
	Buschland

	
	to snap from
	Her neck almost snapped from all the weight.
	abbrechen von

	
	mascara
	Often really expensive mascara looks like any other.
	Mascara, Wimperntusche

	
	to become used to
	My uncle has become used to his new life abroad.
	sich an etw. gewöhnen

	
	sigh
	He stood up with a sigh of relief.
	Seufzer

	
	(eye)lashes
	Many people find long (eye)lashes very attractive.
	Wimpern

	
	to flutter
	The butterfly fluttered over to the flower.
	flattern

	
	to utter
	In many regimes, people don’t dare to utter any criticism.
	sich äußern

	
	long drawn-out
	It’s a long drawn-out process.
	langgezogen

	
	bare
	You shouldn’t enter this church with bare arms.
	entblößt, unbedeckt

	
	I can’t help it.
	I’m addicted to soap operas. I can’t help it.
	Ich kann es nicht ändern.

	
	unbearable
	We all suffered in the unbearable African heat.
	unerträglich

	
	to stream out of
	Gas streamed out of a leakage.
	ausströmen

	
	gargling noise
	Gargling noises came out of the bathroom.
	gurgelndes Geräusch

	
	rattling noise
	A rattlesnake warns with rattling noises before attacking.
	rasselndes Geräusch

	
	stocky
	These sizes are for stocky men.
	hier: untersetzt (Figur)

	
	to hiss
	It’s a language with many hissing sounds.
	zischen

	
	steam iron
	Steam irons are much more handy than regular ones.
	Dampfbügeleisen

	
	to mumble
	He mumbled something and disappeared into the crowd.
	nuscheln, murmeln

	
	to clutch onto
	I clutched onto my seat as the plane took off.
	umklammert halten

	
	burglar bars
	They had extra thick burglar bars.
	Gitterstäbe

	
	vicious
	Poisonous snakes aren’t vicious, they just want to survive.
	teuflisch, bösartig

	
	Familiarity breeds contempt.
	
	Zu viel Vertraulichkeit schadet.

	
	to be worked up
	What happened? What are you so worked up about?
	aufgeregt, verärgert sein

	
	What you sow you shall reap.
	
	Man erntet, was man sät.

	
	to glare at sb.
	I glared at our cat angrily.
	jmdn. wütend ansehen

	
	black kohl
	To my mind, she always puts on too much black kohl.
	schwarzer Kajalstift

	
	canopy
	As soon as spring comes, we sit under our canopy.
	Überdachung, Vordach

	
	pavement
	Make sure you keep the dog on the pavement!
	Gehsteig

	
	to scrape sth.
	Mum always uses a special stone to scrape her feet soft.
	etw. (ab)kratzen, (ab)schaben

	
	sole
	My shoes have rubber soles.
	Sohle

	
	thorn
	Watch out, that bush has long thorns!
	Dorn

	
	driveway
	A driveway leads you to the house.
	Einfahrt, Zufahrt

	
	lawn mower
	My lawn mower has broken down. May I borrow yours?
	Rasenmäher

	
	to hum
	The concert really got the crowd humming.
	surren, summen

	
	suburb 
	I live in one of Vienna’s suburbs.
	Vorort

	
	barrier
	barrier = limit, border, boundary
	Barriere

	
	washing line
	Washing lines come in all kinds of lengths and colours.
	Wäscheleine

	
	vest
	You’ll find your life vest under your seat.
	Weste

	
	estate agent
	Selling your house through an estate agent is easier.
	Immobilienmakler/in

	
	slops (SAE, coll.)
	I can’t find my slops. Maybe I left them by the pool again.
	Flip-Flops

	
	to bellow
	I know that your team won, but stop bellowing right now!
	grölen

	
	a hoarse rattle
	I couldn’t speak. A hoarse rattle was all that I managed.
	ein heiseres Röcheln

	
	laryngitis
	Laryngitis is an inflammation of the voice box (= larynx).
	Kehlkopfentzündung

	
	to cup sth.
	Her hands cupped the candle to protect it from the wind.
	etw. umschließen

	
	a bunch of keys
	A bunch of keys was found in the men’s restroom.
	Schlüsselbund

	
	to let go of
	I love her so much; I cannot let go of her.
	loslassen

	
	to cling on to sb./sth.
	We all cling on to life.
	sich an jmdn./etw. klammern

	
	profound
	His general knowledge is profound.
	zutiefst, tief

	
	overwhelmed
	I am overwhelmed with joy.
	überwältigt

	
	to be cross
	So now you know why I’m cross.
	verärgert

	
	to hug
	We hugged for a long time before she got on the train.
	umarmen

	
	tearstained
	Any idea what’s wrong with Sue? She looks tearstained.
	verweint

	
	cute
	That dog is so cute.
	süß, niedlich

	
	breathy rattle
	Her laugh is a breathy rattle.
	keuchendes Rasseln

	
	to smudge
	Mum’s lipstick is smudged.
	verwischen

	
	teasingly
	My sister held the piece of cake under my nose teasingly.
	neckend

	
	to drip from
	Tears dripped from her eyes.
	hinuntertropfen

	5
	to be traumatised
	Children are often traumatised by their parents’ divorce.
	traumatisiert sein

	
	to force oneself to do sth.
	After his heart attack he forced himself to lose weight.
	sich zwingen etw. zu tun

	
	to work through sth.
	It took her years to work through the loss of her husband.
	etw. verarbeiten

	8
	narrative point of view
	Standard narrative points of view are first person, third person or omniscient.
	Erzählperspektive

	
	Check-out
	
	

	
	merit
	His merit is the reunification of the country.
	Verdienst

	1
	provided
	Dogs are permitted provided that they are house-trained.
	vorausgesetzt

	
	to articulate
	She didn’t dare to articulate any criticism.
	artikulieren

	3
	to release from
	Three political prisoners were released from detention.
	freilassen aus

	
	momentum
	A large part of the political momentum comes from the oppressed themselves.
	Dynamik, Schwung

	
	catalyst
	Mandela functioned as a catalyst.
	Katalysator

	
	economic
	There are economic reasons for closing the factory.
	wirtschaftlich

	
	embargo
	Embargoes that were imposed on South Africa helped to end Apartheid.
	Handelssperre
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