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Words in blue:	These words/phrases are the most important ones, the core vocabulary. You should learn them first.
Words in black:	These words/phrases are additional vocabulary, which will further help you to improve your language skills.

	
	 Unit 5  Fifteen minutes of fame
	
	

	1
	marketing research
	According to marketing research, young people haven’t stopped reading books.
	Marketingstudie

	
	to calculate
	Before they started, they had to calculate the costs.
	berechnen, ausrechnen

	
	result
	The result of their calculations was that they could not afford the new investment.
	Ergebnis

	
	chart
	The chart shows that more and more people have stopped smoking.
	Diagramm

	
	media consumption
	I want you to answer the following questions about your media consumption.
	Medienkonsum

	2
	text message
	You shouldn’t send text messages during lessons.
	SMS

	
	in person
	I’m going to come over in person to make sure you get that package.
	persönlich

	
	on the phone
	You’ve been on the phone for ages – isn’t your credit used up yet?
	am Telefon

	
	couch potato
	You’re a real couch potato! Go outside and get some exercise!
	Stubenhocker/in

	
	cyberspace
	Many teens spend a lot of time playing online games in cyberspace.
	virtueller Raum

	
	episode
	Did you see the last episode of Big Bang Theory?
	Episode, Folge (TV-Serie)

	
	virtual reality
	Computer games create a virtual reality.
	virtuelle Realität

	
	weblog
	Writing weblogs is out, participating in online communities is in!
	Internettagebuch

	
	quotation
	Can you think of a quotation for dad’s birthday card?
	Zitat

	
	portable video player
	My dad’s got a portable video player in his car.
	tragbares Videogerät

	
	viewing habits
	People’s viewing habits have changed over the years.
	Sehgewohnheiten

	
	word web
	Word webs are very useful for learning new words.
	Wörternetz

	
	Fake news
	
	

	1
	fake
	It is illegal to sell fake designer T-shirts.
	falsch, gefälscht

	
	to mislead sb.
	I think they misled me about my new neighbour’s true identity.
	jmdn. hinters Licht führen

	
	to misinform sb.
	He misinformed the public over and over.
	jmdn. falsch informieren

	
	to go viral
	Their video went viral. It was downloaded over ten thousand times.
	sich viral verbreiten

	
	trusted source
	You should always try to find a trusted source.
	vertrauenswürdige Quelle

	2
	Chinese whispers
	Chinese whispers is an internationally popular children’s game.
	Stille Post

	
	mistake
	Life gets easier when you are ready to learn from your mistakes.
	Fehler

	
	senior adviser
	Sheriff Hutson’s senior adviser has resigned.
	dienstälterer Berater, dienstältere Beraterin

	
	to design content
	This course will teach you how to design content that works.
	Inhalte erstellen/entwickeln

	
	to impact on
	The accident impacted on traffic on Highway 1 for more than two hours.
	eine Auswirkung haben

	
	to fool sb.
	I feel stupid because he fooled me.
	jmdn. täuschen

	3
	by accident
	I discovered this beach by accident a few years ago.
	zufällig

	
	in the first place
	I felt like she never really liked me in the first place.
	überhaupt, zuerst

	
	Reading skills: Scanning and skimming
	
	

	
	research
	Before you start writing an essay, you should do some research.
	Suche nach Informationen, Recherche

	1
	to skim
	If you don’t have enough time to read the book, just skim through it. That’ll do.
	überfliegen

	
	to get the gist
	Skimming a text to get the gist is an important reading skill.
	das Wesentliche erfassen

	
	teenage pregnancy rate
	Great Britain has a very high teenage pregnancy rate.
	Rate an Teenagerschwangerschaften

	
	for teenagers and viewers alike
	This programme is really educational, for teenagers and viewers alike.
	für Teenager genauso wie für die Zuseher/innen

	
	teen couple
	Teen couples are often part of TV soaps.
	Teenagerpaar

	
	belly
	I’ll take a course in belly dancing.
	Bauch

	
	pre-birth classes
	Pre-birth classes are an important preparation for young parents.
	Geburtsvorbereitungskurs

	
	to care for
	My big sister helped to care for me when I was a baby.
	sorgen für

	
	toddler
	I have to look after my younger brother. He’s a toddler.
	Kleinkind

	
	spectrum of
	You’ve seen the whole spectrum of what we can do.
	Spektrum von

	2
	to scan
	The customs officer scanned their luggage for drugs.
	durchsuchen

	
	to put sth. across
	I don’t understand why the producers tried to put this idea across in such a depressing way.
	etw. verständlich machen, vermitteln

	4
	pros and cons
	Before buying a dog you should think of the pros and cons of having a pet.
	Für und Wider

	
	Docusoaps
	
	

	1
	cop/detective series
	When I watch a detective series I always know right at the beginning who’s the murderer.
	Krimiserie

	
	courtroom/legal show
	Courtroom shows are ridiculous. They have the worst actors.
	Gerichtsserie

	
	documentary
	My younger sister likes documentaries about animals.
	Dokumentarfilm

	
	game/music/mystery show
	I’m sure I’d win the jackpot in the popular Friday evening game show.
	Spielshow, Musikshow, Mystery Show

	
	science fiction/fantasy movie
	Fantasy movies are boring, except Lord of the Rings.
	Fantasiefilm

	
	sitcom
	My favourite sitcom is How I Met Your Mother.
	Situationscomedy

	
	soap opera 
	Soap operas always have a “cliff hanger” at the end – you must watch the next episode to find out how the story continues.
	Seifenoper

	
	thriller
	I hate thrillers – they give me nightmares.
	Thriller

	2
	romance
	I love watching romances – they’re so moving, and they always make me cry.
	Romanze

	
	dramatic open ending
	I hate dramatic open endings; I always have to know how things turn out.
	dramatisches, offenes Ende

	
	manufacturer
	A soap manufacturer produces soap.
	Erzeuger/in

	
	to take care of
	I like taking care of animals. Maybe I should become a vet.
	sorgen für

	
	genre
	There are lots of different genres on TV.
	Genre

	
	never-ending
	Me and my boyfriend – that’s a never-ending story.
	unendlich, endlos

	
	to involve
	He was involved in some local charities.
	hineinziehen, verwickeln

	
	easy to relate to
	I could easily relate to what my grandmother told me.
	leicht hineinzuversetzen

	
	to connect to sb./sth.
	This website connects to communities who are also involved in this campaign.
	eine Verbindung zu jmdm./etw. herstellen

	
	to lead a ... life
	My parents lead quite a happy life.
	ein ... Leben führen

	
	stranded
	Survivors of a shipping accident are lucky if they end up stranded on an island.
	gestrandet

	
	to be tricked into
	I was tricked into buying those stolen CDs.
	ausgetrickst werden

	
	observer
	When I see a bully hurting someone, I don’t just want to be a silent observer, but at the same time I’m afraid that I could get hurt.
	Beobachter/in, Zuschauer/in

	
	to make sb. look foolish
	I don’t like it when people are made look foolish in talk shows.
	jmdn. dumm aussehen lassen

	
	participant
	The participants all agreed that the seminar had been very helpful.
	Teilnehmer/in

	4
	irresponsible
	It’s very irresponsible to drink and drive.
	unverantwortlich

	
	to put at risk
	Too much junk food puts your health at risk.
	einem Risiko aussetzen

	
	well-being
	A healthy diet is important for one’s well-being.
	Wohlbefinden

	
	study
	Studies show that smoking is very dangerous.
	(hier:) Studie

	
	to leave sth./sb. with sb.
	You can leave your dog with me, I don’t mind.
	jmdn./etw. bei ... lassen

	
	shame on
	Sorry, I totally forgot your birthday – shame on me!
	Schande über

	
	rating
	Yesterday’s ratings were a disaster! If we continue to lose viewers, we’ll be taken off air!
	Einschaltquote

	
	one’s own opinion on
	I’m not quite sure about my own opinion on the subject. I need to think about it some more.
	seine eigene Meinung zu

	
	A movie review
	
	

	2
	cast
	She’s a cast member of Phantom of the Opera.
	Rollenbesetzung, Ensemble

	
	running time
	They reduced the film’s running time to 135 minutes.
	Länge

	
	innovative
	Their success is based on innovative products.
	eine Neuerung bringend, innovativ

	
	screenlife format
	The screenlife format turns a computer screen into an actor’s stage.
	Filmgenre, in dem die Handlung über einen Bildschirm erzählt wird

	
	standalone
	Each robot was controlled by a standalone programme.
	eigenständig

	
	sequel
	The movie sequel did better financially than the original.
	Fortsetzung

	
	disappearance
	The disappearance of the ship has never been explained.
	Verschwinden

	
	to hack into sth.
	A 15-year-old managed to hack into the school’s computer system.
	in etw. eindringen

	
	gripping
	The Honda rider took second place in a gripping Grand Prix of Spain at Jerez today.
	fesselnd, spannend

	
	to excel
	My sister always excelled in languages at school.
	hervorragend sein

	
	parental figure
	Parental figures are adult people replacing parents.
	Mutter-/Vaterersatz

	
	plot summary
	I was glad to have a plot summary, otherwise I would not have understood the play.
	Zusammenfassung der Handlung, Inhaltsangabe

	
	recommendation
	I got a recommendation from my company.
	Empfehlung

	
	Modal verbs
	
	

	
	substitute form
	The substitute form can be used instead.
	Ersatzform

	1
	to rise to one’s feet
	He put down his glass and rose to his feet.
	aufstehen

	
	to shudder
	She shuddered as she stepped down into the cellar.
	zittern, schaudern

	
	to paralyse
	Fear paralysed him for a moment, then he ran away.
	lähmen

	
	to wonder
	I wonder if she could come round and help me.
	sich fragen

	
	Sorry, you’re wrong!
	
	

	1
	commercial break
	I think commercial breaks are really annoying.
	Werbepause

	
	advert
	We’ll have to put up with adverts if we want to watch Free TV.
	Anzeige, Werbespot

	
	value
	The exact value of this ring is unknown.
	Wert

	
	to have little/much effect on how
	Bad weather has little effect on how I feel.
	kleine/große Wirkung darauf haben wie

	
	to get oneself a drink
	Why don’t you get yourself a drink? They’re free.
	sich ein Getränk nehmen

	
	violence
	Teenagers sometimes use violence when they are frustrated.
	Gewalt

	
	to swear (swore, sworn)
	It’s not very polite to swear at people.
	(hier:) fluchen

	3
	to distinguish between
	It’s hard to distinguish between Russian and Ukrainian.
	unterscheiden zwischen

	
	to contradict
	Sorry to contradict, but I don’t think so.
	widersprechen

	
	viewpoint
	From my viewpoint I would say that he’s right.
	Standpunkt

	
	in a position to judge
	Don’t say that. You’re not in a position to judge.
	in der Lage sein, ein Urteil zu treffen

	
	Check-out
	
	

	1
	of personal interest
	I can easily understand topics of personal interest.
	von persönlichem Interesse

	3
	pastime
	His favourite pastime is watching TV.
	Freizeitbeschäftigung

	
	to indicate
	The bad results indicate the need for more work.
	zeigen

	
	to be aware of sth.
	She was not aware of the dangers involved.
	sich etw. bewusst sein

	
	to be encouraged to
	The girl was encouraged by her teacher to learn French.
	ermutigt werden
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