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B1Unit 01, p. 5Sample informal email: Anna writing her friend Shirin 
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B1Unit 02, p. 9Sample informal email: Shirin’s clay sculpture 
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B1Unit 03, p. 15Sample blog post and blog comments  
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B1Unit 04, p. 20Sample informal email: Sue’s restaurant review  
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B1Unit 05, p. 23Sample informal email: Ben writing his cousin Sophia 
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B1Unit 07, p. 31Sample formal email: Elma applying for a sports programme 
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B1Unit 08, p. 39Sample informal emails: Ivan and Keith writing each other 
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B1Unit 09, p. 43Sample blog post: A holiday adventure 
 

 

Posted by ChrisM 

A holiday adventure 

Have you ever had a holiday where everything went wrong? Let me tell you what happened on a 
weekend trip to Stonehenge, England, with my family last year. 

The trip started well. We arrived at the airport in Graz in plenty of time for our flight to Vienna. 
But when we were about to board our flight to London Heathrow in Vienna, my daughter Laura 
suddenly realised that she had left her passport on the plane from Graz. We were already in a 
queue at the gate, the passengers were already boarding, and we could see our plane through 
the window! My wife and I said to Laura, “We are going to miss our flight to London!” But, 
fortunately, with the help of an extremely helpful airline employee and an incredibly patient 
flight attendant, she managed to get her passport back. Laura was so relieved and promised, 
“I’m going to look after my passport much better in the future.” The three of us were the last 
passengers who boarded the plane, but we made it. 

When we were on the plane, I started to get excited about taking my family to my favourite 
restaurant in London, and I told them, “We are going to have a nice dinner tonight!” 

After we had landed, we followed the signs to the baggage claim and found the correct baggage 
carousel for our flight. We waited there for a really long time, but our baggage just wouldn’t 
arrive. So we marched to the Lost Baggage counter and filled in a form with all the details about 
our bags and suitcases. “Hopefully, we’ll get our baggage back!” we said to the guy there and 
left. By that time, we were all completely exhausted, but we still had to pick up our rental car 
and drive to the hotel in central London we had booked for the first night. 

The office of the rental car company is in a car park near the airport, and you can take a shuttle 
bus there. The security officer at the bus stop told us, “The next shuttle bus leaves at 11 p.m.,” 
but we didn’t want to wait and just took a taxi. When we got to the office, I realised that I had 
left my tablet behind at the airport! I couldn’t believe it. I turned to my wife and said, “I’ll go 
back and look for my tablet.” I took another taxi back to the airport to look for it anyway. But I 
didn’t find it, so I had to fill in more forms to report my tablet missing.  

When we finally arrived at the hotel, it was much too late for the nice dinner I had planned. 
My daughter was badly disappointed, of course, but I promised her that the next day would be 
better. I said to her, “We are going to Salisbury tomorrow, and they have nice restaurants there, 
too!” 

On the next day, we drove to Salisbury. Our accommodation there was absolutely wonderful, 
and we finally got the nice dinner I had been looking forward to since Vienna. On our second day 
in Salisbury, we visited Stonehenge, and it is totally fascinating, just like everybody always says. 
Unfortunately, it was pouring with rain when we went for a stroll around the stones, and we 
weren’t dressed for the weather. After all, our baggage still hadn’t arrived, and our warmer 
clothes were all in our suitcases. 

On our third day in Salisbury, our baggage finally arrived, and we drove back to London. When I 
chatted to the receptionist at the hotel about our trip, she advised me to go to the airport to 
collect my tablet as she was sure that there wouldn’t be enough time to do that on the day of 
our flight home. She said, “You’ll wait for hours at the information counter at the airport.” 

So, while my wife and daughter were exploring the Science Museum and had lunch in 
Chinatown, I spent hours on the Tube going to Heathrow Airport and back again. Lucky me! But 
the good news is that I actually got my tablet back.  
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How do you feel at the end of a holiday? I’m usually pretty sad, but this time, I was more than 
happy to go home. We didn’t have any problems on the flights back, and even our baggage 
arrived in Graz with us. 

Let me give you some advice, though: The next time you travel somewhere, be extremely 
careful with your possessions, and make sure to put some extra clothes in your carry-on 
luggage! 
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B1Unit 10, p. 46Sample blog post: Oops, I bought a house …  
 

 

Posted by Cal 

Oops, I bought a house … completely by accident! 

If somebody told you they bought a house completely by accident, would you believe them? You 
should! This is exactly what happened to my girlfriend and me. It sounds like a complete 
disaster, but don’t worry, there is a happy ending. 

Last year, Claire and I decided to buy our own place. We did a lot of research and found an old 
flat in Glasgow which we liked very much and which we could afford. As Claire didn’t have time, 
I had to go to the auction by myself. Unfortunately, the auctioneer had a very strong Glaswegian 
accent, and the screen where you can usually see the houses that are being sold wasn’t working. 
So instead of our dream flat in Glasgow, I bought an old cottage in the village of Dunoon by 
mistake. It was built in the 1900s and needed a lot of repairs. As you can imagine, I was 
horrified. Fortunately, Claire was really cool about the whole thing. “It will be an adventure,” she 
said, and she was right. We moved into a caravan in the garden and started work on the house 
immediately. 

People love old houses because they have a charming atmosphere. This is true, but they often 
don’t come with features that are normal in fully equipped, modern houses. For example, our 
house doesn’t have central heating, which isn’t great, and it doesn’t have a garage. But we 
aren’t bothered by this as we don’t have a car anyway. Also, the rooms aren’t exactly spacious, 
but Claire and I think this makes the house really cosy. The only problem is that there isn’t a lot 
of space to store our things, and Claire and I are both a bit messy. I’m sure we will think of a 
solution, though. But the best thing about our house is the location. It’s in the middle of the 
country, with a view of the mountains because it is close to a famous Scottish national park. This 
is important to us as Claire and I both love nature. 

So, how do I feel about my ‘mistake’ at the auction a year later? Well, I would definitely buy our 
house again. Sure, renovating is a lot of hard work, but we have learned so much, and we have 
really grown as people. What’s more, we have been amazed by how friendly and welcoming our 
neighbours in the village are, and we do not miss city life at all. And, as Claire pointed out, our 
life has become an adventure thanks to that old cottage. I don’t think we would have so much 
fun if we had followed our original plan and bought the flat in Glasgow. 

If you want to learn more about our life in the cottage, keep reading this blog or follow us on 
Instagram. Let us know what you think. We’re always happy to hear from you! 
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B1Unit 12, p. 54Sample informal email: Joey’s plans for the future  
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