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Words in blue:	These words/phrases are the most important ones, the core vocabulary. You should learn them first.
Words in black:	These words/phrases are additional vocabulary, which will further help you to improve your language skills.

	
	Unit 8  Famous speeches
	
	

	
	to cajole sb. 
	They tried to cajole me to call the boss but I didn’t.
	jmdn. überreden

	
	alliance
	Students formed an alliance to stand up against bullying.
	Bündnis, Allianz

	
	to mould
	Recycled paper was moulded into the shape of a ball.
	formen, gestalten

	
	to conceive
	The first draft of the project was conceived ten years ago.
	ausdenken, ersinnen

	
	to dedicate sth. to sb.
	This monument was dedicated to the many people who had lost their lives in the rescue operation.
	jmdm. etw. widmen

	
	proposition
	Everything they did was based on the proposition that children have the same rights as adults.
	hier: Leitsatz, Prinzip

	
	to create
	According to religion, God created the world.
	schaffen, erschaffen

	
	to be engaged in
	The battalion was engaged in a fierce battle.
	verwickelt sein

	
	fellow Americans
	The President greeted his fellow Americans.
	amerikanische Mitbürger/-innen

	
	landing grounds
	They reached their landing grounds and were attacked.
	Landungsort, -zone

	
	to surrender
	The British refused to surrender to their enemies in WW II.
	aufgeben

	
	to dedicate oneself to
	She dedicated herself to helping the poor.
	sich in den Dienst einer Sache stellen

	
	domination
	The Blacks suffered considerably under white domination.
	Vorherrschaft

	
	to cherish
	I will cherish your present because it is so special.
	(wert)schätzen

	1
	to deliver a speech
	He delivered his speech in front of the Lincoln Memorial.
	eine Rede halten

	
	podium
	There was a huge crowd. We could hardly see the podium.
	Podium

	
	quotation
	He started his speech with a quotation from a novel.
	Zitat

	
	to appeal to the emotions of
	The speaker tried to appeal to the emotions of the audience by talking about the fate of the children.
	an die Gefühle appellieren, die Gefühle ansprechen

	
	on the occasion of
	On the occasion of their anniversary they got a pot plant.
	anlässlich

	
	far-reaching consequences
	The flood had far-reaching consequences. All the houses were destroyed.
	weitreichende Folgen

	
	inspiring
	The first speech was so inspiring that the crowd started to cheer immediately.
	anregend, inspirierend

	2
	civil liberties
	Civil liberties for all need to be protected.
	Bürger/innenrechte

	
	determination
	In the final minutes of the game all the players showed their determination to win.
	Entschlossenheit

	
	to set targets
	The President set the targets for the next three months.
	Ziele setzen

	
	concern
	Her main concern was that her children would be safe.
	Anliegen

	
	What makes a great speech?
	
	

	1
	rhetorical
	I used many rhetorical tricks to convince my audience.
	rhetorisch

	
	metaphor
	A typical metaphor would be the sentence “You are the apple of my eye.”
	Metapher, bildlicher Ausdruck

	
	simile 
	A typical simile is the sentence “You behave like a coward.”
	Gleichnis 

	
	alliteration
	Alliterations can be found in newspaper headlines, e.g. Sesame Street Strikes Seven.
	Stabreim, Alliteration

	
	self-deprecating
	Self-deprecating humour can make an audience laugh.
	selbstironisch

	
	at the expense of
	Never make jokes at the expense of others.
	auf Kosten von

	
	redundant
	This phrase came up six times; it was totally redundant.
	überflüssig, redundant

	
	credibility
	His biography as a criminal did not add to his credibility.
	Glaubwürdigkeit

	
	affirmative
	Her affirmative statement helped me a lot.
	bejahend

	
	to owe
	Sam owes me some money. I hope he gives it back.
	schulden

	
	failure
	His business was a complete failure, it went bust.
	Scheitern

	
	to descend
	Angels descended from heaven.
	herunterkommen

	
	digital divide
	The digital divide between the rich and the poor is becoming wider and wider.
	digitale Kluft

	
	ballot
	After the ballot he turned out to be the big loser.
	Abstimmung, Wahl

	
	bullet
	Three bullets hit him in the back.
	(Gewehr-)Kugel

	
	recipient
	The recipients of the prize came on stage.
	Empfänger/in

	
	silver surfer
	The number of silver surfers is constantly growing.
	älterer Mensch im Internet

	2
	commencement address
	Commencement addresses are often delivered by famous people.
	Rede bei der Graduierungsfeier 

	
	rat race
	I’m looking forward to my new job; this is the end of my daily rat race.
	Tretmühle

	
	degree
	She holds two degrees from two different universities.
	(akademischer) Abschluss

	
	sole custody
	Her father got sole custody of the children.
	alleiniges Sorgerecht

	
	to treasure
	I really treasure your friendship, it is extraordinary.
	schätzen

	
	Malala Yousafzai: Nobel lecture
	
	

	2
	occupation
	Under Soviet occupation, people were not allowed to travel freely.
	Besetzung

	
	to humble
	He was humbled by her reaction.
	demütigen

	
	to pity
	I don’t want to be pitied, I want your help.
	bemitleiden

	
	blessing
	The blessings of the internet are manifold.
	Segnung, Wohltat

	
	necessity
	It is a necessity that children go to school.
	Notwendigkeit

	
	henna
	They dyed their hair with henna.
	Henna (= natürlicher Farbstoff)

	
	formula
	Many mathematical formulas are easy to remember.
	(math.) Formel

	
	equation
	An equation contains the sign =.
	(math.) Gleichung

	
	to excel in
	After school they excelled in their sports.
	sich auszeichnen in

	
	to flog
	Sadly, flogging is still practised in many countries.
	auspeitschen

	
	nightmare
	His speech was a nightmare; I didn’t understand him. 
	Albtraum

	
	priority
	Priority to the right is a universal traffic rule.
	Vorrang, Priorität

	
	injustice
	They wanted compensation for the injustices of the past.
	Ungerechtigkeit

	
	to deny
	The hooligans were denied entry to the stadium.
	hier: (Rechte) verweigern

	
	humanity
	Humanity is a term used for all the people in the world.
	Menschheit

	
	mercy
	As a sign of mercy he shook hands with his enemy.
	Gnade

	
	to harm
	Eating raw apples won’t harm you.
	schaden

	
	unique
	This piece of art is unique, there is only one like it.
	einzigartig

	
	confident
	She was confident that she would deliver a good speech.
	selbstbewusst, selbstsicher

	
	to contribute
	If we all contribute to the project, we won’t fail.
	beitragen

	3
	intention
	Her intentions were to stop the violence in the area.
	Absicht

	
	Listening skills: Practising your listening skills
	
	

	
	announcement
	An announcement was made that the train would be late.
	Ankündigung

	
	intonation
	From his intonation I knew that he was furious.
	Satzmelodie, Intonation 

	
	gesture
	People communicate with gestures as well as with words.
	Geste

	
	face-to-face
	Sometimes it is better to talk to people face-to-face.
	Auge in Auge

	
	Cockney
	Cockney can be really hard for foreigners to understand.
	Londoner Dialekt

	
	Speak out
	
	

	2
	remarkable
	She has made remarkable progress.
	bemerkenswert

	
	commencement speech
	It is a tradition at US universities that a famous person gives a commencement speech to congratulate the graduates and to give them advice for life.
	Rede bei einer akademischen Abschlussfeier

	
	occasion
	Their graduation was a beautiful occasion.
	Anlass

	
	core message
	The book’s core message is not to give up.
	Kernaussage

	
	Speaking skills: Giving a speech
	
	

	
	persuasive speech
	A persuasive speech always tries to convince the audience of something.
	Überzeugungsrede

	
	Speaking in public
	
	

	1
	voter turnout
	Voter turnout hit an all-time low this year.
	Wahlbeteiligung

	2
	elite
	They certainly belonged to the elite of the city.
	Elite

	
	hunk
	Hunk is a word often used for an attractive man.
	hier: attraktiver Mann

	
	to resemble
	They used cardboard boxes to resemble bricks.
	darstellen

	
	poison ivy
	Most people react to poison ivy with an itching rash.
	eigentlich: Giftefeu

	
	dags (coll.)
	Dags is an Australian expression.
	hier: peinliche Jugendliche

	
	to be bombarded with
	In May my e-mail account was bombarded with junk mail.
	bombardiert werden mit

	
	rotten
	The supporting structure was rotten.
	verdorben, verfault

	
	gorgeous
	The weather on the island was gorgeous.
	herrlich, fantastisch

	
	to grin
	I looked at her and she grinned back.
	grinsen

	
	to twitch
	He was so nervous that his left eyelid wouldn’t stop twitching.
	zucken

	
	to squash
	The potatoes need to be squashed.
	zerdrücken, zerquetschen

	
	to be flattered
	I was really flattered when you invited me to your party.
	geschmeichelt sein

	
	to trip over sth.
	Careful, don’t trip over the bucket.
	über etw. fallen

	
	rubbish can
	Would you put out the rubbish can, please?
	Mistkübel

	
	to be suspended
	When they found out, he was suspended immediately. Now he is awaiting his trial.
	seines Amtes enthoben sein, suspendiert sein

	
	oratory speech
	Each student had to deliver an oratory speech.
	Rede in einem Wettbewerb

	
	nod of approval
	I was lucky; I got the nod of approval from my boss.
	zustimmendes Nicken

	
	to nudge
	My parents were nudging each other and pointing at me.
	schubsen, anstoßen

	
	to sprawl
	He lay sprawled across the pavement.
	der Läge nach hinfallen

	
	to divulge
	He didn’t want to divulge her age.
	ausplaudern

	
	to dig into one’s pockets
	Feeling insecure, he dug his hands into his pockets.
	in die Taschen stecken

	
	debater
	She is a fierce debater; she does not want to lose.
	Redner/in, Disputant/in

	
	relief
	To my relief they did not turn up.
	Erleichterung

	
	stilted
	His language was stilted – not natural at all.
	gekünstelt

	
	to knead
	Before making the buns you have to knead the dough.
	kneten

	
	tanned
	In the 19th century tanned skin was a sign of low class.
	braun gebrannt

	
	to cringe
	His remarks made me cringe. That was ridiculous.
	schaudern, zurückschrecken

	
	dummy vote
	I cast a dummy vote. I had no idea who to vote for.
	ungültige Stimme

	
	to be able to afford
	Many families are not able to afford a winter holiday.
	sich leisten können

	
	to have a say (in sth.)
	The villagers wanted to have a say in this process.
	ein Mitsprachrecht (bei etw.) haben

	
	ignorance
	It was a sign of ignorance that he did not react.
	Unwissenheit, Ignoranz

	
	worthwhile
	It is certainly worthwhile to study foreign languages.
	lohnenswert

	
	to get riled up
	He got so riled up that he was unable to speak.
	sich ärgern

	
	dickhead (coll.)
	He proved to be a real dickhead – such a stupid man.
	Dummkopf

	
	apathetic
	The people remained apathetic, unable to do anything.
	apathisch, teilnahmslos

	
	to be stunned
	The village was stunned by the tragic events.
	sprachlos sein

	
	passionate
	She was quite passionate about it, I could hardly stop her.
	leidenschaftlich

	4
	to make a case for
	She wants to make a case for change.
	eintreten für

	6
	to voice one’s opinion
	Of course you have the right to voice your own opinion!
	seine Meinung äußern

	
	to take the stage
	The contestants were asked to take the stage.
	auf die Bühne gehen

	
	Check-out
	
	

	1
	precision
	The ball hit the bar with utmost precision.
	Genauigkeit

	3
	exceptional
	The students all showed exceptional talent.
	außergewöhnlich

	
	to have sth. lined up
	I’ve already lined up a nice birthday present for you!
	etw. organisiert haben

	
	to acquire
	He always wants to acquire new skills.
	erwerben

	
	to require
	These pets require a lot of care and attention.
	verlangen

	4
	mainstream drama
	Mainstream drama is often very conventional.
	Durchschnittsdrama

	
	to cut the stereotyping
	We should cut the stereotyping, otherwise we will not be able to come to a decision.
	aufhören, die Leute in Schubladen einzuordnen

	
	to cast
	She was cast as the leading part of the play.
	(eine Rolle) besetzen

	
	occasional
	Apart from an occasional trip to the country we stay here.
	gelegentlich

	
	workload
	She managed to cope with the workload really well.
	Arbeitspensum
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