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Prime Time 7 

7. Klasse – Test 3 (mit Key und Tapescripts) 
 
Name:    Klasse:   Datum:  
 
 
1. Listening: Four tips for surviving your mid-20s 

      You are going to listen to a recording about how to survive your mid-20s. First 
you will have 45 seconds to study the task below, then you will hear the recording 
twice. While listening, match the beginnings of the sentences (1–5) with the sentence 
endings (A–H). There are two extra sentence endings you should not use. The first 
one (0) has been done for you. After the second listening you will have 45 seconds to 
check your answers. 

Four tips for surviving your mid-20s 
 

0 After graduating from high school young adults … E 

Q1 After settling down into adult life it is common to …  

Q2 Even though it is important to keep learning, you sometimes …  

Q3 After finishing your education it is important not to…  

Q4 A big social support group will …  

Q5 The more you trust yourself, the easier you can …  
 

A … get too hung up in your job. 

B … help you increase your chances in life. 

C … need mentors to help you along. 

D … make you take on new challenges. 

E … are commonly insecure about their own future. 

F … make decisions in a hurry. 

G … deal with adult life. 

H … feel not entirely satisfied with life. 
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KEY 

0–E are commonly insecure about their own future. 

Q1–H feel not entirely satisfied with life. 

Q2–C need mentors to help you along. 

Q3–A get too hung up in your job. 

Q4–B help you increase your chances in life. 

Q5–G deal with adult life. 

 

TAPESCRIPT 
Announcer: 
You are going to listen to a recording about how to survive your mid-20s. First you will have 
45 seconds to study the task below, then you will hear the recording twice. While listening, 
match the beginnings of the sentences (1–5) with the sentence endings (A–H). There are 
two extra sentence endings you should not use. The first one (0) has been done for you. 
After the second listening you will have 45 seconds to check your answers. 
 
Speaker: 
Imagine a beautiful summer day! You are standing in front of your school building… with 
the key to life in your hands: your high-school diploma.  

You are (cheeringly) thrilled, (pause) (more slowly) excited – (disillusioned) clueless!  
Are you now asking yourself “WHY CLUELESS”? 
Well, because that’s how many young people feel after years of fixed schedules, clear 

assignments and being guided by their teachers. 
All of a sudden reality kicks in: You are on your own! Everything you will experience from 

now on is within your control. 
What happens next is often the same for a lot of young people: You go to college, get 

yourself a mediocre job that you don’t really like, find the “one” – or at least think that it’s the 
one – settle down, have some kids, buy a house that you have to get a mortgage for 
because you couldn’t afford it otherwise. 

If you ask such people whether they are happy, you frequently get the same answer: I 
guess so! 

(enthusiastically) Now listen! This is NOT what life is about! Life is definitely NOT about “I 
guess so’s”. It’s about finding yourself, feeling free and living your dreams!  

How do you do that? I’ll tell you!  
You only have to follow four easy tips.  

 
Number 1: Take your time! 
You are young! Take the time to experiment and see what you can find out there, in this 
huge and scary world. There is no need to rush things, neither in your personal life nor in 
your job. Don’t be afraid to pause for a moment and listen to yourself. If you plan your future 
accordingly instead of making hasty decisions, you’ll definitely be rewarded afterwards. 
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Number 2: Keep learning! 
Nobody can ever teach you as much about your chosen industry as you can by keeping 
your will to acquire more and more knowledge alive. Finding a mentor who guides you 
through the ins and outs of your field of interest is valuable but will never replace what you 
can achieve when auto-didactically upgrading your education. Also don’t forget to read 
something for fun once in a while. A good fictional book can get your mind off current 
problems, give you a break and maybe open up new perspectives. 
 
Number 3: Socialise! Talk to a lot of people! 
While you are always surrounded by lots and lots of people during your academic career – 
just think of the dorm that you lived in, the classes you attended, the bars and clubs you 
went to or the study groups you were a part of – real life in the real world looks a little 
different. People entering the working world often very much isolate themselves because 
they are busy sorting everything out with their new jobs and don’t have that much time to 
get together with other people. 

NOW THAT’S a BIG mistake! Especially when you are young and trying to find your 
place in life, you need to socialise! You need to build up your own network of people to 
expand your opportunities. 

And finally … 
 
Number 4: Don’t take your job too seriously! 
Have you ever talked to your grandparents or parents about the good old days in which you 
got one job when you were 17 or 18 years old and you got to keep that job until retirement? 
Well, that DEFINITELY is a thing of the past! Employment has changed quite a bit in the 
past two decades. While companies are not focusing on training good and qualified staff 
anymore who will work for them for substantial periods of time but rather concentrate on 
their output, the job market is becoming more and more unstable.  

How can you deal with that? Well, don’t be afraid to take risks! Make sure that you stay 
flexible. And, like I said earlier, keep learning because that will actually allow you to jump 
around a lot, trying out new things. And don’t be satisfied too easily! Just keep looking! 

Mastering the transition from school to life can be traumatic. It’s leaving a structured 
environment behind that often irritates young people. Let me tell you something: Everything 
will turn out fine! Just follow my tips, take your time to set some really good goals and never 
stop striving for a good life! 
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2. Listening: The price of fame 

      You are going to listen to an interview about the price of fame. First you will have 
45 seconds to study the task below, then you will hear the recording twice. While 
listening, complete the sentences (1–5) using a maximum of four words. Write your 
answers in the spaces provided. The first one (0) has been done for you. After the 
second listening you will have 45 seconds to check your answers. 
 

The price of fame 
 

0 Fans usually expect to hear about their stars’ ... . scandals/nasty stories 

Q1 Jeannette Walsh is an expert on the topic, because 

she ... . 

 

Q2 The behaviour of the paparazzi even causes celebs 

to ... when confronted with them. 

 

Q3 Paparazzi claim that celebs should not complain, 

because they ... .  

 

Q4 Not only the behaviour of the paparazzi but also 

their techniques ... . 

 

Q5 Some stars like Paris Hilton do not struggle, but ... .  

 
KEY 

0 scandals/nasty stories 

Q1 is an editor/was a journalist/was a paparazzo 

Q2 behave aggressively/assault them/become aggressive  

Q3 made a pact/made the choice/sold their soul  

Q4 constitute a problem/are a problem/create a problem  

Q5 embrace the media 
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TAPESCRIPT 
Announcer: You are going to listen to an interview about the price of fame. First 

you will have 45 seconds to study the task below, then you will hear 
the recording twice. While listening, complete the sentences (1–5) 
using a maximum of four words. Write your answers in the spaces 
provided. The first one (0) has been done for you. After the second 
listening you will have 45 seconds to check your answers. 

Andy: Good afternoon everybody, this is Andy Mason and you are currently 
listening to “What’s up” on ACR, your favourite radio station. Today 
we are talking about CELEBRITIES!  
Man, I love hearing what’s new with all those crazy, famous people 
out there – not a day goes by without one of them making the front 
page of a trashy magazine or newspaper. And that’s what the fans 
want, right?! We want nasty stories, we want scandals, we want all 
those pics that do not necessarily show our celebs at their best.  
And who makes that possible? That’s right, the paparazzi! A steadily 
growing number of people whose job it is to hunt down celebrities 
wherever and whenever possible, pursuing one big aim: the pictures 
that everybody wants! 
Celebs wouldn’t be that famous and interesting if it wasn’t for the 
paparazzi who follow their every move. The only problem: Paparazzi 
are becoming more and more aggressive and unpredictable which 
brings this whole issue to a completely new level.  
Since I’m not an expert on paparazzi and their latest techniques I’ve 
invited Jeannette Walsh, a successful magazine editor and a former 
chaser of the rich and famous herself, who can give us some insight. 
Welcome Jeannette … 

Jeannette: Hello!  
Andy: Jeannette, what are your thoughts about stars and paparazzi? 
Jeannette: Well, first of all, it’s clear that one can’t exist without the other. This is 

OK, I guess, but the boundaries are fading more and more, which 
makes it difficult for both sides to do right by the other.  

Andy: Could you explain that a little? 
Jeannette: Today information spreads around the globe in real-time via Internet 

and features like Twitter or YouTube. You hear something and you 
record it? A few minutes later you can share it with the whole world. 
You can take a picture and send it around the world in no time. Also, 
pictures can easily be made to look much worse than they are, using 
Photoshop. 
This is what paparazzi use to make big money and that’s EXACTLY 
what makes celebrities not only transparent but also extremely fragile.   

Andy:  … which might also be a reason for more and more celebs behaving 
really aggressively when confronted with paparazzi, assault not ruled 
out.  

Jeannette: True! And I mean … a lot of stars have already been sued for both, 
verbal and physical assault. People you would never think of – like 
Cameron Diaz, for example. 
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And the stars are complaining more and more. It’s things like online 
celebrity blogs or unbelievably aggressive tabloids that specialise in 
embarrassing and scandalous pictures and stories that put famous 
people under a lot of pressure.  

Andy: And the paparazzi?  
Jeannette: Oh, they couldn’t care less. According to them, celebrities have no 

right to complain about the measures paparazzi often take to get what 
they want, because they have made a Faustian pact, selling their soul 
for worldly riches and at the same time trading their privacy for fame 
and popularity.  

Andy:  Aha! What kind of measures do paparazzi use then?  
Jeannette: Various things. One thing you need if you want to be taken seriously 

as a paparazzo is the right equipment. The telephoto lens, for 
example, is something good paparazzi own. Lots of them use 
listening devices as well. What really constitutes a problem, though, 
are their techniques. Not only do they follow stars in public non-stop, 
they also invade people’s privacy by entering private property or 
crashing private events like weddings. Hidden cameras or wiretapping 
are only two more examples of how far they go to be the first to report 
their juicy news. Some paparazzi even provoke stars until they 
completely freak out in order to take pictures that will sell. I mean, car 
accidents have been staged just to get a couple of pictures.  

Andy:  Wow, that’s pretty dangerous.  
Jeannette: … and sometimes even life-threatening. 
Andy:  And how do the celebs take it?  
Jeannette: That depends. While exhibitionists like Paris Hilton embrace the 

media, most celebrities struggle. Being on display 24/7 is usually 
extremely stressful, which is why a growing number of stars are either 
refusing to answer any personal questions whatsoever – Jodie Foster 
would be an example – or they really try to protect and defend their 
privacy. Some stars have started to fight back.  

Andy:  Fight back? 
Jeannette: Yes, George Clooney, for example, anonymously feeds paparazzi 

with false sightings via certain websites to confuse them.  
Andy: Now that’s interesting … I’d love to come back to this after the break. 

Jeannette, thank you very much for this first insight. 
Jeannette: My pleasure. 
Andy:  To our listeners out there! Stay tuned. We’ll be back shortly. 
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3. Reading: Ordinary people 

Read the text below, then choose the correct heading (A–I) for each paragraph (1–6). 
There are two extra headings you should not use. Write your answers in the boxes 
provided at the end of the task. The first one (0) has been done for you. 
 

An interview with author David DeFord about his book Ordinary people can 

achieve the extraordinary – a practical guide to goal achievement 
 

… (0) 
DeFord: It all came to me last year at a New Year’s party that I had been invited to. At some 

point a friend of mine asked the classic question: What’s your New Year’s resolution? I 

didn’t have one. In fact, I was a bit annoyed by the question itself, because I thought about 

all those resolutions people have around New Year’s Day but never take seriously. 
 

… (Q1) 
DeFord: I do not have any numbers to prove my theory but I would say that the top three 

plans for the coming year are “stop smoking”, “lose weight and exercise” and “spend more 

time with family and friends”.  
 

… (Q2) 
DeFord: For sure, there are some people who get their act together, stay focused and try to 

achieve the goals they have set themselves. The majority of people, however, are not 

determined enough to resist certain temptations.  
 

… (Q3) 
DeFord: Not necessarily, but I just think their approach could be different. This is actually 

what I talk about in my book. I have met so many people who complain about their jobs, 

their partners, their children or their looks. They are very passionate about the fact that they 

want to change. If I ask them what they are already doing to change their lives, they usually 

do not know what to reply.  
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… (Q4) 
DeFord: Well, I am convinced that if you keep doing what you are doing at the moment, you 

will keep getting exactly what you are getting right now. If you really want to break this 

cycle, you need to change the way you approach your problems.  
 

… (Q5) 
DeFord: Reading my book, people might for example find an answer to the question of how 

to finally take control of their future, how to find their “great one thing” or how to select the 

right goals. They will learn about the benefits of keeping a journal and about different ways 

to overcome their fears and doubts.  
 

… (Q6) 

DeFord: If you want to break the – what I call – New Year’s resolution cycle, you need to 
focus and finally take some action. It’s all about setting yourself a goal and being 
determined and willing to do whatever it takes to eventually achieve it. 
 

A Would you say that people are not strong enough? 

B What made you write this book? 

C Would you say some people have got the wrong dreams? 

D Do you think that most people do not abide by their resolutions? 

E What are some of the issues that you address in your book? 

F What will happen if you do not change anything in your life? 

G What would you say are common New Year’s resolutions? 

H What message are you trying to send to your readers? 

I Do you have an answer for people lacking determination? 

 

0 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 

B       
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KEY 

0 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 

B G D A I E H 
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4. Reading: Binge drinking 
 

Read the text below, then answer the questions (1–6) using a maximum of four 
words. Write your answers in the spaces provided. The first one (0) has been done 
for you. 

 

Binge drinking 

For most adults, consuming alcohol at social events and gatherings has become something 

entirely normal and acceptable. The occasional glass of wine or beer is something we enjoy 

after a bad day at work or when having dinner with our partner. It seems harmless to 

indulge in an alcoholic beverage every now and then. We think nothing of pouring ourselves 

a small drink twice a week or even every other day. After all, we are far from waking up 

every day feeling the urge to drink. 

However, this attitude has taught our children and teenagers that it is perfectly OK to 

drink at certain times, such as festivities or social events. They might even assume that 

they will be required to consume alcohol in order to blend in with the crowd or be part of it. 

Although legally most countries share the consensus that teens should not drink before 

they reach a certain age and are mentally and physically mature enough, this age varies 

considerably from country to country. While America has decided on 21 as the most 

sensible legal drinking age, Australia allows teenagers to drink at 18 and most European 

countries agree on teenagers being allowed to consume alcohol at 16 years of age. 

Nevertheless, the fact that teenagers want to be part of the adult world by drinking 

alcohol does not automatically mean that they will do so in a way that will harm them in a 

mental or physical way. Depending on how responsibly their role models, for example older 

siblings or parental figures, handle alcohol consumption, they will be more or less likely to 

lose control. Addictive behaviour of any kind, be it connected to alcohol, drugs or 

medication, that is displayed by a family member may result in similar problems faced by 

the teenagers born into such families. Thus, young adults who never learn to limit their 

consumption habits to small doses tend to overdo it, especially when they go out in larger 

groups. 
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This lack of control seems to be on the rise among teenagers in particular, as increasing 

numbers of binge drinking incidents in European countries indicate. Binge drinkers cause 

their blood alcohol levels to rise enormously within very short time by downing virtually litres 

of alcohol within a few hours. The problem occurring here is twofold, with the latter issue 

being the more problematic one. Not only do young adults drink more, but they also prefer 

hard liquor to more traditional drinks such as beer or wine. Since most teenagers have little 

to no experience with the number of drinks they can safely consume, consequences 

ranging from suffering from a bad but relatively harmless hangover the next day to ending 

up in hospital at the end of a night out are likely to be the result. No matter whether they 

were trying to impress their peers or to escape from the real world for a little bit, they might 

regret having made this choice. 

 

0 Where do adults commonly consume alcohol? at social events/gatherings 

Q1 According to the author, which frequency of 

alcohol consumption do most people still see 

as normal? 

 

Q2 How do teenagers feel about drinking alcohol 

because of the example they are given? 

 

Q3 What do most countries agree on concerning 

teenage alcohol consumption? 

 

Q4 What has the biggest impact on teenagers’ 

control of drinking?   

 

Q5 Which ability do teenagers with alcohol 

problems lack? 

 

Q6 What is the biggest problem connected to 

binge drinking? 
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KEY 

0 at social events/gatherings 

Q1 twice a week/every second day/every other day 

Q2 feel required to drink/are required to drink 

Q3 mental and physical maturity/a certain maturity/a certain age 

Q4 behaviour/consumption of role models/siblings/parental figures 

Q5 ability to limit consumption/limiting consumption/drinking only small doses 

Q6 drinking hard liquor 
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5. Language in use: Pets are the better doctors 
 

You are going to read a text about pets. Some words are missing from the text. Use 
the word in brackets to form a word that fits in the gaps (1–9). Write your answers in 
the spaces provided at the end of the text. The first one (0) has been done for you. 

 

Pets are the better doctors 

It is common (0) ... (know) that owning a pet has a positive influence on your life. The time 

you spend caring for it usually helps you relax and its (Q1) ... (condition) love improves 

your self-esteem. Pet owners are less susceptible to (Q2) ... (depress) as well as sleeping 

disorders and are more satisfied with their private lives. However, what you might not have 

known is that your cat or dog can be a live-in warning signal in terms of health or (Q3) ... 
(nature) disasters. 

Scientists have recently discovered that many pets seem to have the (Q4) ... (able) to 

detect severe illnesses long before human doctors can. Even though they are not (Q5) ... 
(entire) sure about the reasons, research seems to suggest that the human smell changes 

when we suffer from diseases that might harm us or even be lethal. Thus, pet owners 

should remain sensitive to (Q6) ... (behave) changes in their animals. Although there is no 

reason to be hysterical about it, sudden shifts in the pet’s (Q7) ... (day) routine should not 

go unnoticed. 

This is also true in terms of natural disasters. According to many pet owners living in 

areas where tornadoes, hurricanes and earthquakes hit (Q8) ... (frequent), animals tend to 

behave strangely shortly before such events. They seem to display nervousness and try to 

stay close to their owners for (Q9) ... (protect). Thus, if we experience changes in our pets’ 

attitudes and moods and we cannot determine a reason for them, it might be wise to 

consult a doctor or be on the lookout for upcoming dangers. 
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0 knowledge  Q5  
Q1   Q6  
Q2   Q7  
Q3   Q8  
Q4   Q9  

 

KEY 

0 knowledge  Q5 entirely 
Q1 unconditional  Q6 behavioural 
Q2 depression  Q7 daily 
Q3 natural  Q8 frequently 
Q4 ability  Q9 protection 
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6. Language in use: Money issues 
 
You are going to read a text about the difficulties owing money can cause. In most 
lines of the text there is a word that should not be there. Write that word in the space 
provided after each line. Six to eight lines are correct. Indicate these lines with a tick 
(). There are two examples at the beginning. 

 

Money issues 
 

    
You want to buy a new car, a house or the designer clothes? No the  0 
problem, as long as you have the money. While this might have had had  00 
been true a few decades ago, most people today would not think of   Q1 
twice about going into a bit of debt in order to purchase what they want   Q2 
when they want it.   Q3 
The problem is that most companies do not only encourage to us to go   Q4 
beyond our financial limits, they even promote the possibilities to do   Q5 
so by offering minimum of payments on bigger purchases. However,   Q6 
once you accept this seemingly generous an offer, the situation quickly   Q7 
gets worse. While you might be able to afford the monthly rates, you   Q8 
might not be aware of the fact that you never quite will manage to pay   Q9 
your debt off by this way.   Q10 
The younger the customers are, the easier it is for them to fall into this   Q11 
trap. Due to a lack of the experience with loans and credits, many young   Q12 
adults only realise what they have done when their debt has grown so   Q13 
high that they cannot go get rid of it any more. This forces many of them   Q14 
to start their working life with a huge credit on their backs and leaves   Q15 
them little to look in forward to in the future.   Q16 
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KEY 

    
You want to buy a new car, a house or the designer clothes? No the  0 
problem, as long as you have the money. While this might have had had  00 
been true a few decades ago, most people today would not think of of  Q1 
twice about going into a bit of debt in order to purchase what they want   Q2 
when they want it.   Q3 
The problem is that most companies do not only encourage to us to go to  Q4 
beyond our financial limits, they even promote the possibilities to do   Q5 
so by offering minimum of payments on bigger purchases. However, of  Q6 
once you accept this seemingly generous an offer, the situation quickly an  Q7 
gets worse. While you might be able to afford the monthly rates, you   Q8 
might not be aware of the fact that you never quite will manage to pay will  Q9 
your debt off by this way. by  Q10 
The younger the customers are, the easier it is for them to fall into this   Q11 
trap. Due to a lack of the experience with loans and credits, many young the  Q12 
adults only realise what they have done when their debt has grown so   Q13 
high that they cannot go get rid of it any more. This forces many of them go  Q14 
to start their working life with a huge credit on their backs and leaves   Q15 
them little to look in forward to in the future. in  Q16 
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7. Writing: Cultural diversity 
 

Recently you have read an article in a big Austrian newspaper about an African American 

who was denied access to a restaurant by the owner due to his skin colour. Since you 

despise discrimination, you decide to write a letter to the editor of this newspaper in which 

you protest against such actions. In your letter, you should: 

 

• discuss why cultural diversity is valuable and important for a country 

• analyse which consequences discrimination can have 

• suggest how we can reduce prejudices and prevent discrimination 

 

Write about 250 words. 

 


