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Words in blue:	These words/phrases are the most important ones, the core vocabulary. You should learn them first.
Words in black:	These words/phrases are additional vocabulary, which will further help you to improve your language skills.

	
	Unit 3  Saving the planet
	
	

	
	poisonous
	A poisonous snake bit him and he died instantly.
	giftig

	
	quarry
	The castle was built from stones from a local quarry.
	Steinbruch

	
	stealth bomber
	Stealth bombers cannot be tracked by radar.
	Tarnkappenbomber

	
	abundance
	Food was available in abundance and no one left hungry.
	Überfluss

	
	defense (AE)
	The gang members were unable to say anything in their defense.
	Verteidigung

	1
	reusable
	Reusable bags are more environmentally friendly.
	wiederverwendbar

	
	biodegradable
	Biodegradable materials will reduce pollution through waste considerably.
	biologisch abbaubar

	
	climate change
	Carbon dioxide contributes to climate change.
	Klimawandel

	
	to cause damage to
	Floods caused a lot of damage to the houses in the area.
	schädigen

	
	to raise awareness 
	Before you can change anything you have to raise public awareness regarding the urgency of this problem.
	das Bewusstsein wecken

	
	to waste natural resources
	We must stop wasting valuable natural resources now!
	natürliche Ressourcen vergeuden

	
	renewable
	Wind power is a cost-effective renewable energy source.
	erneuerbar

	
	energy source
	Oil is probably the most precious energy source we have.
	Energiequelle

	
	to generate wind power
	To reduce carbon dioxide emissions, they decided to generate wind power.
	Windenergie erzeugen

	
	solar power
	Solar power makes sense in areas with a lot of sunshine.
	Sonnenenergie

	
	hydraulic power plant
	One hydraulic power plant after the other lined the whole stretch of river.
	Wasserkraftwerk

	
	wind park/farm
	Wind parks/farms always consist of several wind turbines.
	Windpark

	
	bottle bank
	Glass bottles are collected in bottle banks for recycling.
	Glassammelstelle

	
	landfill site
	Local residents are strongly against the new landfill site.
	Mülldeponie
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	species
	A species is a group of animals with similar features.
	Spezies

	
	to become extinct
	Tropical birds unfortunately have become extinct here.
	aussterben

	
	carbon dioxide
	Carbon dioxide not only makes your drinks fizzy, it also contributes to the greenhouse effect.
	Kohlendioxyd

	
	emissions
	Emissions from traffic have doubled in a very short time.
	Gasausstoß, Emissionen

	
	Climate change
	
	

	1
	biodiversity 
	There are a lot of concerns about the direct effects of climate change and ocean acidification on biodiversity.
	Artenvielfalt, Biodiversität 

	
	to emit
	Traditional cars emit enormous amounts of carbon dioxide.
	etw. absondern, ausstoßen 

	
	exhaust fumes
	Diesel exhaust fumes linked to heart disease
	Auspuffgase 

	
	fossil fuel
	Our massive fossil fuel consumption produces nasty side effects such as climate change or acidified oceans.
	fossiler Brennstoff 

	
	glacier 
	Despite a cold summer with some snow at altitude Europe’s glaciers are still in retreat.
	Gletscher 

	
	habitat
	The projects will improve the habitat for Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN) in Kansas.
	Lebensraum 

	
	(non-)renewable resources
	Renewable resources are hailed as the way forward.
	(nicht) erneuerbare Ressourcen 

	
	chlorofluorocarbon
	A single chlorofluorocarbon molecule escaping from an old refrigerator can destroy 100,000 ozone molecules.
	Fluor-Chlor-Kohlen-Wasserstoff (FCKW)

	
	pollutant
	The pollutant numbers represent an average for pollutant levels over the past 24 hours.
	Schadstoff 

	
	weather pattern
	This weekend features a weather pattern that looks more like one you would see in the winter months.
	Witterungsverhältnisse 

	
	devastating
	This is a devastating blow to us.
	verheerend, vernichtend 

	
	abruptly
	The car ahead of us stopped abruptly.
	schlagartig, unerwartet 

	
	toll
	The economic crisis has taken a heavy toll on us as well.
	hier: Tribut 

	
	vein 
	A children’s hospital is using a new device that helps doctors and nurses locate veins for injections.
	Ader, Vene 

	
	to be in denial about sth.
	Baby boomers in denial about their health in retirement
	etw. verleugnen 
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	prediction
	The predictions for next year are not very encouraging.
	Vorhersage

	
	Language skills: Expressing facts and figures
	
	

	1
	decimal point
	The decimal points are important for accurate weighing.
	Komma

	
	abbreviation
	UN is an abbreviation for United Nations.
	Abkürzung

	
	nitrogen
	Air contains a large amount of nitrogen and oxygen.
	Stickstoff

	
	fertiliser
	When they started to use fertiliser, their crops doubled.
	Dünger

	
	metric tonne
	A metric tonne of water equals one cubic metre of water.
	metrische Tonne (1.000 kg)

	
	to harvest
	They harvested their first crops a year after their arrival.
	ernten

	
	non-metric measurement
	Non-metric measurements like feet and ounces are sometimes confusing for people on the continent.
	nicht-metrische Maße

	
	pint of
	He drank three pints of beer and then he was drunk.
	Pint (UK: 0,568 l, US: 0,473 l) 

	
	gallon of
	The price for a gallon of petrol is really high today.
	Gallone (UK: 4,546 l, US: 3,785 l)

	3
	raw material
	Raw materials are needed for the production of goods.
	Rohmaterial

	
	insecticide
	Organic food does not contain insecticides.
	Insektizid

	
	Environmental footprints
	
	

	1
	carbon footprint
	The carbon footprint of a trip to the US is enormous.
	Kohlendioxyd-Fußabdruck

	2
	shallots
	Shallots are delicious when used in salads.
	Frühlingszwiebeln

	
	locavore
	As a locavore she only buys food from the local area and not from overseas.
	jmd., der/die lokal erzeugte Lebensmittel konsumiert

	
	greenhouse gases
	Greenhouse gases contribute to global warming.
	Treibhausgase

	
	as a result of
	Much food is thrown away as a result of overproduction.
	auf Grund von, infolge

	
	to account for
	Transport accounts for a large part of carbon dioxide emissions.
	verantwortlich sein für

	
	equivalent to
	This behaviour is equivalent to racism. 
	gleichwertig mit

	
	equal to
	There is no doubt that women are equal to men. 
	gleich

	
	to poke holes in/into
	A recent study has poked holes in their theory.
	hier: in Frage stellen
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	water footprint
	The water footprint explains the amount of water being used for a certain production process.
	Wasserverbrauch

	
	ethical
	Social standards in production matter to ethical shoppers.
	ethisch, sittlich gut

	
	precious
	Precious stones worth millions of pounds were stolen.
	wertvoll

	
	hidden implications
	The hidden implications are not quite clear yet.
	verborgene Auswirkungen

	
	groceries
	Buying groceries at the delicatessen can be expensive.
	Lebensmittel

	
	stationery
	The stationary shop offered all kinds of pens and pencils.
	Bürobedarf

	
	league table
	League tables make it easier to compare public services.
	Rangliste

	
	offender
	Young offenders are often sent to special schools.
	(Straf-)Täter/in

	
	modest
	She was so modest that she didn’t want to be mentioned.
	bescheiden

	
	to minimise
	The police tried to minimise her influence on the crowd.
	reduzieren, minimieren

	
	wastage
	Stopping water wastage would reduce water rates.
	Verschwendung

	
	to evaporate
	The lake water evaporated very quickly in the heat.
	verdunsten

	
	to irrigate
	The new irrigation system helped water their fields.
	bewässern

	
	Research skills: Researching effectively
	
	

	
	subject guide
	The subject guide helped him to refine his search.
	Stichwörterverzeichnis

	
	directory
	In this directory her name could not be found.
	Verzeichnis

	
	inverted commas
	Inverted commas look like this: “...”
	Anführungszeichen

	
	country code
	When calling abroad, first dial the country code.
	Ländercode

	
	top-level domain
	The top-level domain name had been changed, so I could not open the website any more.
	oberster Domainname, Internetadresse

	
	to deal with
	He was even unable to deal with an unruly five-year-old.
	umgehen mit

	1
	to generate
	If a computer runs at full speed, it generates heat.
	erzeugen

	
	prompt card
	Many speakers use prompt cards in order to remember what to say.
	Karten mit Notizen

	2
	to trap
	When they left, they soon realised that they were trapped and could not escape.
	(mit einer Falle) fangen, hier: speichern

	
	hence
	She hurt her finger, hence the band aid.
	daher

	
	to differentiate
	You ought to differentiate between girls and boys in their reaction.
	unterscheiden

	
	appliance
	Switch off all appliances when you leave.
	Gerät (z.B. Elektrogerät)

	
	inflated
	This system allows you to know if, and when, your tires are under-inflated.
	mit Luft gefüllt

	
	necessity
	I had to learn how to use computers, it was a sheer necessity to survive in my job.
	Notwendigkeit

	
	to enhance
	There are many things you can do to enhance your performance in school.
	erhöhen, verstärken, verbessern

	
	Discussing environmental issues
	
	

	1
	to raise money for
	The coffee morning raised money for Macmillan Cancer Supports services.
	Geld aufbringen 

	
	to cease
	The café ceased to operate becaue of lack of money.
	aufhören

	
	ozone layer 
	The stratospheric ozone layer protects the Earth from harmful ultraviolet radiation.
	Ozonschicht 

	
	to donate
	She donated all her money to the cancer charity.
	(Geld) spenden

	
	to determine
	Your height determines the group you are in.
	bestimmen

	
	to compile 
	Montrose officials are compiling data from a recent household survey.
	zusammenstellen 

	
	Check-out
	
	

	2
	automotive sector
	These are hard times for the British automotive sector.
	Automobilsektor

	
	to combine
	Vienna is an ideal city to combine shopping and sightseeing.
	verbinden

	
	energy-efficient
	Solar panels will be installed to make their home more energy-efficient.
	energiesparend
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	school board
	The school board decided to send a letter to the mayor.
	Schulverwaltungsrat

	
	conventionalised format
	There is no conventionalised format for such a letter. You can write it in any way you like.
	durch Konvention festgelegtes Format

	
	routine factual information
	Routine factual information is fairly easy to understand.
	alltägliche Sachinformation

	
	to state reasons
	If you refuse to help, you have to state your reasons.
	Gründe nennen

	4
	hypothetical
	My hypothetical question has no effect on the situation.
	auf einer Annahme beruhend

	
	methane
	Methane is a colourless gas.
	Methan

	
	to appeal to
	Dancing really appealed to the girls at this age.
	jmdm. gefallen, jmdn. ansprechen

	
	to assume
	It was assumed that they had left before the police came.
	annehmen, vermuten
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