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Words in blue:	These words/phrases are the most important ones, the core vocabulary. You should learn them first.
Words in black:	These words/phrases are additional vocabulary, which will further help you to improve your language skills.

	
	 Unit 9  Australia
	
	

	1
	a term referring to
	Female is a term referring to a girl/woman.
	ein Ausdruck, der sich auf ... bezieht

	
	experts say/have proved that
	Experts say/have proved that turtles can get very old.
	Experten sagen/haben bewiesen, dass

	
	Tasmanian devil
	Tasmanian devils are small bear-like animals.
	Beutelteufel

	
	to have in common
	My boyfriend and I have a lot of things in common.
	gemeinsam haben

	
	urban dweller
	More than 86% of Australians are urban dwellers.
	Stadtbewohner/in

	2
	sq. (square) 
	The area of Canada is 9.9 million sq. km.
	Quadrat- (Flächeneinheit)

	
	ethnic group
	Seven per cent of Australia’s ethnic groups are Asian.
	ethnische Gruppe

	
	Aboriginal
	Aboriginal  Aboriginal Australians
	Ureinwohner/in Australiens

	
	Listening skills: Taking notes
	
	

	
	to take down
	Don’t forget to take down the main ideas.
	(hier:) aufschreiben

	
	shorthand
	b/c (= because) is an example for shorthand.
	Kurzschrift, Stenografie

	
	to lose track
	Don’t worry if you lose track – just restart with the next passage you understand.
	den Faden verlieren

	1
	(park) ranger
	Rangers look after national parks.
	Aufseher/in, Ranger/in

	
	heritage
	The Great Barrier Reef is a World Heritage Site.
	Erbe

	
	ancestry
	His ancestry can be traced back to the Middle Ages.
	Abstammung

	
	Angela
	
	

	1
	politically active
	Politically active people are interested in politics and want to change things.
	politisch engagiert

	
	to treat badly/well/with respect
	Everybody wants to be treated with respect.
	schlecht/gut/mit Respekt behandeln

	
	rally
	Only about 30 people came to the rally.
	(Massen-)Versammlung

	
	information booth
	There is an information booth right next to the entrance of the mall.
	Informationsstand

	
	on time
	Please be there on time – they won’t let us in after the concert’s begun. 
	pünktlich

	
	overalls (pl.)
	Where are my overalls?
	Overall

	
	semicircle
	semicircle = half a circle
	Halbkreis

	
	to be in tears
	to be in tears = to cry
	weinen

	
	frustration
	My biggest frustration right now is not having enough time for homework and friends.
	Frust, Enttäuschung, Frustration

	
	to bottle up
	Don’t keep everything bottled up inside you; let it out.
	etw. unterdrücken

	
	to step out of line
	His parents are super strict, there’s no stepping out of line in their home!
	aus der Reihe tanzen

	
	to storm away
	Every time he gets mad he won’t talk about it; he just storms away.
	davonstürmen

	
	to part 
	The crowd parted to let her through.
	sich/etw. teilen

	3
	salesperson
	The salesperson was very helpful.
	Verkäufer/in

	4
	to move on
	After the accident the police asked them to move on.
	(hier:) weitergehen

	5
	to run into
	I ran into my old roommate at the mall yesterday.
	jmdn. zufällig treffen

	
	furious
	Her words led to a furious reaction on his part.
	wütend

	6
	discrimination
	Many Australian natives experienced severe discrimination on racial grounds.
	Benachteiligung

	
	bullying
	At our school bullying is a strict no-no.
	Mobbing

	
	Walkabout
	
	

	1
	extract
	An extract from a book or script is just a small part of the whole story.
	Auszug, Exzerpt

	
	survivor
	survivor  to survive
	Überlebende/r

	
	outback
	The outback is the wild, empty country far away from Australia’s towns and cities.
	Outback (australisches Hinterland)

	
	to be terrified
	to be terrified = to be really afraid.
	(große) Angst haben

	
	impulse
	He felt a strange impulse to cry.
	Impuls

	
	to die away
	Her feelings for him died away after just a year.
	schwinden, nachlassen

	
	inquisitive
	inquisitive = curious
	neugierig, wissbegierig

	
	threatening
	That dog looks very threatening. I’m really afraid of it.
	bedrohlich

	
	motionless
	When you don’t move at all, you’re motionless.
	reg(ungs)los, bewegungslos

	
	pre-digested-
	digest  digestion
	vorverdaut

	
	to be devoted to
	He doesn’t just like sport; he is totally devoted to it.

	jmdm./etw. (treu) ergeben sein, in etw. (völlig) aufgehen

	
	to be dedicated to sth.
	She is completely dedicated to her work.
	sich einer Sache verschrieben haben

	
	face to face with
	Some people say the best way to deal with one’s fears is to come face to face with them.
	Auge in Auge; von Angesicht
zu Angesicht

	
	to slink (slunk, slunk) away
	We could not hear the lion slink away from the gazelle.
	davonschleichen

	
	nakedness
	Different cultures have different attitudes towards nakedness.
	Nacktheit

	
	rock wallaby
	Rock wallabies are night animals.
	Wallaby (austral. Beuteltier)

	
	to intrigue sb.
	When something intrigues you, it is very interesting to you.
	jmdn. faszinieren

	
	tribe
	The native tribes were very shy.
	Stamm

	
	to intensify
	When you intensify what you’re doing you put more effort into it.
	verstärken, intensivieren

	
	to fidget
	People who are nervous often fidget.
	(herum)zappeln

	
	train of events
	She could not follow the train of events.
	Reihe von Ereignissen

	
	to waggle
	Stop waggling your head! It’s making me nervous.
	wackeln, fuchteln

	
	to hold one’s breath
	What’s the world record for holding one’s breath under water?
	den Atem/die Luft anhalten

	
	to sneeze
	Cat hairs make me sneeze – I’m allergic to them.
	niesen

	
	to the point of
	He continued to the point of no return.
	bis zu dem Punkt

	
	to break the spell/the silence 
	The audience was totally quiet. Then someone broke the spell/the silence by starting to applaud.
	den Bann/die Stille brechen

	
	to whirl around
	When someone called out her name behind her she whirled around to see who it was.
	sich abrupt umdrehen

	
	gust of laughter
	The only thing we could hear were gusts of laughter.
	Lachanfall

	
	melodious
	Her melodious voice calmed him down.
	wohlklingend, melodiös

	
	in amazement
	She looked at him in amazement.
	erstaunt, verwundert

	
	out of control
	The situation quickly got out of control.
	außer Kontrolle

	
	infectious
	Their laughter was so infectious that we just had to laugh, too.
	ansteckend

	
	instant
	My instant reaction to his question was to say no.
	sofortig

	
	appreciation
	In every relationship it is important to show one’s appreciation for each other.
	Verständnis, Wertschätzung,
Anerkennung

	
	ludicrous
	The situation was so ludicrous that we just didn’t know whether we should laugh or cry.
	lächerlich, absurd, grotesk

	
	guilt
	He had killed eight people but you couldn’t see any feelings of guilt in his face.
	Schuld, Schuldgefühl

	
	in the twinkling of an eye
	He changed his expression in the twinkling of an eye.
	im Nu/Handumdrehen

	3
	(over)protective
	(Over)protective parents hardly let their kids do anything on their own.
	(über)fürsorglich

	4
	to make sure
	Please make sure that you’ve locked the door when you leave.
	sich vergewissern, sichergehen

	5
	point of view
	Your point of view is your way of seeing things.
	Einstellung, Standpunkt

	
	The Stolen Generations
	
	

	1
	to apologise
	If you apologise you say sorry to someone.
	sich entschuldigen

	
	foster parents
	Tom’s foster parents meant a lot to him.
	Pflegeeltern

	
	to assimilate sb.
	The schools were set up to assimilate native children into Canadian society.
	jmdn. integrieren

	
	to abuse
	In former times, many children were abused in children’s homes. 
	missbrauchen

	
	misery
	Too much misery has already been caused by this war.
	Elend

	
	despair
	She was weeping in despair at her son’s funeral.
	Verzweiflung

	
	to wipe out
	Dinosaurs were wiped out millions of years ago.
	auslöschen

	
	cedar
	Our house is surrounded by big cedar trees.
	Zeder

	
	crook
	A crook is a dishonest person who steals things.
	Gauner/in

	
	to decline
	India’s tea exports declined 21.4% in August.
	abnehmen, nachlassen

	
	to deceive sb.
	A crook deceived my mum and stole her purse.
	jmdn. täuschen, betrügen

	
	to disclaim sth.
	Mr Turner disclaimed having done something wrong.
	etw. abstreiten

	
	to regain sth.
	We have regained our leading position.
	etw. wiederbekommen

	
	Wordwise
	
	

	1
	indigenous
	The Native Americans are the indigenous population of the US.
	einheimisch

	2
	prefix
	A prefix is added before the first syllable of a word.
	Vorsilbe

	
	to disown
	Lord Capulet threatened to disown his daughter Juliet.
	jmdn. verstoßen

	
	outcry
	When the company was closed, there was a public outcry.
	Aufschrei

	3
	supporting actress
	As the best supporting actress she got the Oscar.
	Nebendarstellerin

	
	all walks of life
	At the opening there were people from all walks of life. 
	aus allen Lebensbereichen

	
	to name but a few
	There were players from England, France, Spain and Italy to name but a few.
	um nur einige zu erwähnen

	
	First time in “Oz”
	
	

	
	penal colony
	White Australia began as a penal colony.
	Strafkolonie

	
	shipload
	Did you read the article about the shipload of Africans trying to cross the sea to Europe?
	Schiffsladung

	
	convict
	A convict is somebody who has been sent to prison.
	Sträfling

	
	ancestor
	Most of my ancestors come from Scotland.
	Ahne/Ahnin, Vorfahre/Vorfahrin

	
	immigrant
	An immigrant is someone who has left his/her own country to live in another one.
	Einwanderer/Einwanderin

	
	coat of arms
	Austria has a black eagle in its coat of arms.
	Wappen

	
	preconception
	Not all preconceptions turn out to be true.
	vorgefasste Meinung

	
	to stand in one’s way
	Please don’t stand in my way, I’m in a real hurry!
	im Weg stehen

	
	green ant
	We had green ants all over the house.
	grüne Ameise

	
	witchetty grub
	I’m not sure I could eat witchetty grubs; they look so awful!
	Witchetty-Made

	
	emu
	An emu is a bird but it can’t fly.
	Emu

	3
	barbie (= barbecue) (coll.)
	We had a great barbie at the weekend.
	Grillparty

	
	mate (Aus., BE)
	My brother Simon was there with his mates.
	Kumpel

	4
	outfit
	Are you sure that’s the right outfit? We’re going hiking, not to a party.
	Kleidung, Outfit

	
	G’day from down under
	
	

	1
	head of state
	The King is also the head of state of Australia.
	Staatsoberhaupt

	
	rainforest
	The world’s rainforests are important for our climate.
	Regenwald

	
	unique
	When something is unique, there is nothing else like it.
	einzigartig

	
	relocation
	Relocation means that people are moved from one place to another.
	Umsiedlung

	
	ozone layer
	Holes in the ozone layer are very dangerous.
	Ozonschicht

	2
	pouch
	She took a great photo of a baby kangaroo in its mother’s pouch.
	Beutel

	
	marsupial
	Kangaroos and koalas are probably the best-known marsupials.
	Beuteltier

	3
	to die out
	Many animals have died out over the last few years.
	aussterben

	
	contagious
	Cancer is usually not contagious, but the Tasmanian devil’s form of cancer is.
	ansteckend

	4
	platypus
	The platypus is an odd-looking animal which is unique to Australia.
	Schnabeltier

	
	dingo
	Dingoes look like pet dogs, but they are wild animals.
	Dingo (austral. Wildhund)

	
	laughing kookaburra
	The laughing kookaburra is a bird found throughout eastern Australia.
	Kookaburra (austral. Vogelart)

	
	red-back spider
	The red-back spider’s bite is very dangerous.
	Rotrückenspinne

	
	Check-out
	
	

	3
	to suck out
	The spider sucked out the fly.
	aussaugen

	
	tinnie (Aus., slang)
	Everybody brought their own tinnies to the party.
	Bierdose

	4
	waitress
	Could you please call the waitress? I’d like some coffee.
	Kellnerin

	
	mobile
	You shouldn’t use your mobile in class.
	Handy
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