Vocabulary Prime Time 8

Words/Phrases in blue are the most important ones, the core vocabulary. They should be learned first.
Words/Phrases in black are additional vocabulary, which will further help students to improve their language skills.

	Unit 9 Ideals and reality
	 
	 
	 

	1
	insignificant
	It doesn’t matter how insignificant people think the information is, it could prove vital.
	unbedeutend

	
	to bridge a gap
	We’ve finally bridged the gap between music technology and social media.
	eine Lücke schließen

	2
	to evolve
	Languages evolve constantly, they never stay the same.
	sich (weiter)entwickeln

	Of quotas and alibis
	
	
	

	
	quota
	An increase in west coast haddock fishing quotas has been criticised for not going far enough.
	Anteil, Kontingent

	1
	derogatory
	Comments that are derogatory, attack other users or contain profanity or racism will be removed.
	abfällig, abwertend

	
	fateful
	The Titanic disaster will be dramatised in a four-part TV series, exactly 100 years since its fateful maiden voyage.
	schicksalhaft, verhängnisvoll

	
	mating ritual
	Deep bellows mark the koala mating ritual.
	Paarungsritual

	
	to appal sb.
	What he saw – people being treated on the ground and even in barns – appalled him.
	jmdn. entsetzen, erschrecken

	
	to gatecrash
	The couple gained notoriety by gatecrashing a state dinner at the White House in 2009.
	ungebeten erscheinen

	
	hideous
	There seemed to be no doubt that he was guilty of hideous crimes against innocents.
	abscheulich, grässlich

	
	betrayal
	It never occurred to me for a minute that I could be the subject of betrayal.
	Verrat

	
	to equal
	No female vocalist has ever equalled the richness of that voice.
	gleichkommen, gleichziehen

	
	highly-strung
	Since her first appearance at the audition stage, the highly-strung singer has seriously divided opinion.
	überempfindlich

	
	journo (coll.)
	As a journo, I grew up with old newsroom typewriters.
	Journalist/in

	
	left-leaning media
	The new programmes triggered an avalanche of disapproval from left-leaning media critics.
	Medien, die mit linksgerichteten Parteien sympathisieren

	
	jilbab
	The jilbab is worn by Muslim women and covers the whole body but not the hands, feet or face.
	islamisches Kleidungsstück für Frauen

	
	preponderance
	A preponderance of the evidence supports the court’s finding that the mother neglected her children.
	hier: Überwiegen, Vorherrschen

	
	tactician
	It doesn’t take a master tactician to figure out how to attack the Oakland Raiders’ defense.
	Taktiker/in; Person, die taktisch klug vorgeht

	
	bigot
	Muslim woman threatened by gun-wielding bigot‎
	religiöse/r Eiferin/Eiferer

	
	pundit
	Pundit predicts election by December 15‎
	Kommentator/in

	
	to flatter sb.
	David Beckham has admitted that he is flattered by the interest shown in him.
	jmdm. schmeicheln

	
	hypocrisy
	The whole world feels outraged by their hypocrisy and double standards.
	Heuchelei, Verstellung, Vortäuschung

	
	burden
	Incinerating hazardous waste will only add to the toxic burden of our region.
	Last, Bürde

	
	fake
	The beautiful watch he gave her for her birthday turned out to be a fake.
	Fälschung

	
	CRE (= Commission for Racial Equality)
	The Commission for Racial Equality (CRE) was a non-departmental public body in the United Kingdom.
	britische Institution, die sich für Rassengleichheit einsetzte

	
	coincidence
	A series of emergency landings at Guam Airport within a month is being described as pure coincidence.
	Zufall

	
	Caucasian
	The man is described as Caucasian of medium build and wearing white slip-on shoes.
	hier: hellhäutig

	
	biased
	Is the electoral system biased in favour of Labour?‎
	parteiisch

	
	exaggerated
	“That fear is exaggerated,” he was quoted as saying.
	aufgebauscht, übertrieben

	
	puppet on a string
	“Jim was a puppet on a string,” she said. “He was shoved around like a monkey.”
	Marionette

	
	to intervene
	A teenage Good Samaritan was stabbed when he intervened in a fight ‎outside a pub last night.
	einschreiten, sich einmischen

	2
	token woman
	Scarlett is making a point of not being the token woman in the movie.
	Quotenfrau, Vorzeigefrau

	
	tenure
	After seven years I was finally granted tenure.
	hier: feste Anstellung

	
	at the cost of
	Why do TV shows compete with each other at the cost of viewers?‎
	auf Kosten von

	
	bouquet
	Creating a bouquet that will delight its recipient is simple.
	hier: Blumenstrauß

	
	hothouse
	Windset Farms is one of the largest hothouse tomato facilities in the United States.
	Gewächshaus

	
	stenographer’s pad
	The book is unconventionally bound not on the left but rather the top, like a stenographer’s pad.
	Stenografieblock

	
	to perk the coffee
	I was hired to operate the giant steam pots that perked the coffee beans into liquid.
	Kaffee machen

	
	daisy
	Most interviewees did not know the difference between a daisy and a daffodil.
	Gänseblümchen

	Politically correct education
	
	
	

	1
	ideology
	These should be inalienable rights that every human is entitled to regardless of religion, ideology, race or gender.
	Weltanschauung, Ideologie

	
	sexual orientation
	There are far too many instances in schools of bullying due to sexual orientation.
	sexuelle Orientierung, Ausrichtung

	
	senior citizen
	New data shows the need for senior citizen services like food support is rising.
	ältere/r Mitbürgerin/-bürger

	
	womyn
	I enjoy my Womyn’s Studies major at Bennington.
	feministische alternative Schreibweise des Wortes women, mit der die Endung

	
	
	
	-men vermieden wird

	
	to lack a formal education
	Lacking a formal education, he worked extra hard to overcome that shortcoming.
	keine formelle Bildung haben

	
	mail carrier
	A mail carrier has earned recognition as a hero for saving the life of an elderly woman whose house had caught fire.
	Briefträger/in

	
	tag cloud
	Another way to visually display these results is in a tag cloud.
	Schlagwortwolke

	2
	legal compliance review
	A legal compliance review will provide an in-depth review of your organisation.
	Überprüfung, ob etw. den gesetzlichen Bestimmungen entspricht

	
	criterion (pl.: criteria) 
	A city official said four or five businesses fit that criterion.
	Beurteilungsmaßstab, Kriterium

	
	timber
	He was engaged to put up roof timbers for a house and employed a carpenter to help him.
	Bauholz

	
	conflagration
	It could easily blow up and turn into another worldwide conflagration.
	Großbrand, Feuersbrunst

	
	AIDS-ridden
	According to an Indian newspaper, an AIDS-ridden village close to New Delhi faces isolation.
	von AIDS geplagt

	
	chastity
	She travels the country delivering the message of chastity to secondary school students.
	Keuschheit, sexuelle Enthaltsamkeit

	
	abstinence
	School districts are required to present abstinence as the only reliable way to prevent pregnancy.
	Enthaltsamkeit, Zurückhaltung

	
	to resonate with
	To their credit, they found an issue that resonated with voters.
	Anklang finden bei

	
	culprit
	The culprit could get a year in prison and a hefty fine.
	Missetäter/in, Übeltäter/in

	
	inaccurate
	Their forecast was both inadequate and inaccurate.
	ungenau, unrichtig

	
	to sanitise sth.
	This contradictory, ambiguous and complex version is far more appealing to me than the sanitised one.
	hier: etw. zensieren

	
	bland
	Options are crucial; otherwise we would have a bland and robotic society.
	mild, reizlos

	
	to purify sth.
	Today’s sermon offers worshippers tips on purifying their souls.
	etw. veredeln, reinigen

	
	to intrigue sb.
	The mysteries of the underwater world have intrigued me since I was a teenager.
	jmdn. faszinieren, neugierig machen

	3
	book banning
	The school board is reconsidering its book banning policy.
	Verbot von Büchern

	
	challenged book
	Student and faculty volunteers read aloud from a banned or challenged book of their choice for 15-minute periods.
	Buch, das vom Verbot bedroht ist

	
	to infringe on sb.’s rights
	The men argued that the instruction infringed on their rights to freedom of religion.
	jmds. Rechte verletzen

	
	to file a complaint against sb.
	Eight families have filed a complaint against officials after their houses were destroyed over a land dispute.
	eine Beschwerde gegen jmdn. einreichen

	
	deemed critical of sth.
	Another new law lets the president ban any publication deemed critical of the government.
	als kritisch gegenüber etw. erachtet

	
	to take offence against sb./sth.
	Other patients took offence against the woman.
	sich von jmdm./etw. angegriffen fühlen

	The role of politics
	
	
	

	2
	mutually
	We decided to invest in this mutually beneficial hydropower project.
	gegenseitig, für beide Seiten

	
	leftover relic
	Others say she could be a leftover relic of the stone age.
	übriggebliebenes Relikt

	3
	to negotiate sth.
	The employees went on strike in order to negotiate a new contract.
	etw. ausverhandeln

	
	boost
	£12.3 million boost promised for fishing industry‎
	Auftrieb, Verstärkung

	4
	applicable to
	These offers are only applicable to all new individual bookings made in the US and Canada.
	anwendbar, zutreffend

	Spot on language
	
	
	

	3
	fatigue
	Fatigue syndrome takes its toll in US‎
	Müdigkeit, Ermattung

	
	orator
	He was a highly gifted orator and inspiration to many.
	Redner/in

	Check-out
	
	
	

	
	literary dystopia
	Critics agree that The Time Machine by H. G. Wells is a literary dystopia.
	negative literarische Vision, Dystopie

	1
	bondage
	Peasants rescued from bondage from a landlord’s private prison are happy to return to their families.
	Hörigkeit, Knechtschaft

	
	shackled
	Shackled at the hands and feet, he stood silently in his blue prison jumpsuit.
	gefesselt

	
	to hold sb. at gunpoint
	Once inside, he held her at gunpoint and demanded her money.
	jmdn. mit einer Schusswaffe bedrohen

	
	concubine
	King Rama had 77 concubines and was well respected by the people.
	Liebhaberin, Mätresse

	
	atrocity
	We have taken all steps to ensure that they do not face any atrocity.
	Abscheulichkeit, Gräueltat

	
	enslavement
	Four men and one woman have been arrested for their alleged part in the enslavement of at least 24 men.
	Versklavung

	
	animist tribe
	In the early 19th century, considerable missionary activity concentrated on the animist tribes.
	Volk, das glaubt, dass die Dinge der Natur beseelt oder Wohnsitz von Geistern sind

	
	militia
	The photos show militia members in paramilitary uniform brandishing weapons and saluting in formation.
	Milizarmee

	
	mutilation
	The mutilation of pets for cosmetic reasons has been made an offence.
	Verstümmelung

	
	Achilles tendon
	One of his Achilles tendons had been severed, leaving him unable to put his heel on the ground.
	Achillessehne

	
	to convert
	About 150,000 Confederate soldiers converted or were baptised during the war.
	hier: zu einer anderen Religion übertreten

	
	to hobble
	After her accident she had to use crutches and was hobbling for weeks.
	hier: humpeln, hinken

	
	directive
	The sport’s ruling body has issued a directive to the tournament’s eight remaining teams.
	Anweisung, Anordnung

	
	to combat
	A new campaign is aimed at combating bullying and cyber-bullying in schools.
	(be)kämpfen

	
	human trafficking
	There is a severe lack of knowledge and awareness about human trafficking.
	Menschenhandel
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