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Words in blue:	These words/phrases are the most important ones, the core vocabulary. You should learn them first.
Words in black:	These words/phrases are additional vocabulary, which will further help you to improve your language skills.

	
	 Unit 8  Crime and suspense
	
	

	
	suspense 
	Alfred Hitchcock’s nickname was “the Master of Suspense”.
	Spannung

	1
	private eye 
	She hired a private eye to spy on her husband.
	Privatdetektiv/in

	
	criminal 
	In the pub he was really frightened because he was surrounded by criminals.
	Verbrecher/in, Kriminelle/r

	
	petty criminal
	Pickpockets are just petty criminals.
	Kleinkriminelle/r

	
	victim 
	Their victims are normally old ladies who cannot run after them.
	Opfer

	
	crime report 
	In the crime report it said that the victim was killed with a knife.
	Polizeibericht (von einem Verbrechen)

	
	offence
	In some countries it is an offence to smoke in restaurants. 
	Vergehen

	
	evidence
	There was little evidence that the robber was a woman.
	Beweis

	2
	scale 
	How did you like it on a scale of one to ten?
	Maßstab

	
	common 
	Our common aim was to help my grandmother.
	(hier:) gemeinsam

	
	faking your parents’ signature 
	Faking your parents’ signature does not change the situation.
	die Unterschrift der Eltern fälschen

	
	joyriding
	Joyriding is a criminal offence.
	ein Auto stehlen und damit herumfahren

	
	Juvenile crime
	
	

	
	juvenile
	At the actors’ academy she was together with juvenile performers from six to 16.
	Jugend-

	1
	envelope 
	For his birthday he got an envelope with a nice card.
	Kuvert

	2
	paranoid 
	She was afraid of everything and everyone – she was really paranoid.
	unter Verfolgungswahn leidend, paranoid

	
	to commit a crime
	Drug addiction is often the reason that crimes are committed.
	ein Verbrechen begehen

	
	personal assault 
	The security guard was charged with personal assault.
	Angriff auf eine Person

	
	sexual assault
	The middle-aged man was accused of sexual assault.
	sexueller Übergriff

	
	property damage 
	Property damage may include all sorts of damages to anything in your possession.
	Beschädigung

	
	arson
	They were falsely accused of having been involved in an arson attack on a construction site.
	Brandstiftung

	
	to account for sth.
	The report found that mental illness accounts for nearly half of all ill health in people younger than 65.
	etw. ausmachen

	
	to feel attracted to 
	She always felt attracted to rather strange-looking guys.
	sich hingezogen fühlen zu

	
	downtown
	Downtown Manhattan is very hectic, but fascinating.
	innerstädtisch

	
	warehouse
	Their new flat is in a converted warehouse.
	Lagerhaus

	
	to own
	The company owns three properties in Italy.
	besitzen

	
	hangout
	He often spends time in the pub, his favourite hangout.
	Aufenthaltsort

	
	insane
	I immediately noticed this insane look in his eyes.
	geistesgestört, -krank

	
	out of one’s league
	He was much better than me, really out of my league.
	außerhalb jmds. Liga

	
	trashed
	His apartment looked really trashed.
	heruntergekommen

	
	garbage (AE)
	In America the word garbage is used for waste.
	Abfall, Müll

	5
	a harmless incident 
	I thought it was a harmless incident, nothing to worry about.
	ein harmloser Vorfall

	
	horrific 
	The victim was taken to hospital with horrific injuries.
	schrecklich

	
	margin
	Sometimes you will find explanations in the margin.
	(Seiten-)Rand

	
	glove
	Before the doctor started operating, he put on a new pair of gloves.
	Handschuh

	
	to yell at sb.
	The policeman yelled at the robber before he fired.
	jmdn. anschreien

	
	nightstick
	The guard smashed the window with a nightstick.
	Schlagstock 

	
	to tumble
	When he was hit, he tumbled and fell.
	stürzen

	
	gravel
	The gravel path leads to the gate.
	Kies

	
	obviously
	He could not stand up straight, he was obviously drunk.
	offensichtlich

	
	to be out of one’s mind
	She quit her job? She must be out of her mind.
	den Verstand verloren haben

	
	rent-a-cop 
	In his spare time he worked as a rent-a-cop guard.
	private Sicherheitskraft

	
	to crawl away
	After the accident the driver crawled away from the burning car.
	wegkriechen

	
	to breathe
	The fire was so hot, it was impossible to breathe.
	atmen

	
	to be out of shape
	If you are out of shape, do some exercise.
	nicht in Form sein

	
	to ram
	The knight rammed his sword into the door.
	rammen

	
	rib
	He had no major injuries, just a broken rib.
	Rippe

	
	club
	The aggressive dog was killed with a club.
	(hier:) Keule

	
	to slam
	He ran away and slammed the door.
	schlagen, (Tür) zuschlagen

	
	skull
	His shirt had a pattern of skulls and bones.
	Schädel

	
	to freeze 
	When she saw the thief she froze.
	erstarren, zu Eis werden

	
	to lift up 
	I tried to lift up the bag but it was too heavy.
	hochheben

	
	sideways
	She stepped sideways to avoid the hole in the road.
	zur Seite

	
	crab
	Crabs crawl sideways.
	Krabbe

	
	to fold up
	The tablecloth was folded up and put away.
	zusammenfalten

	
	rag doll 
	When I was young, a rag doll was my only toy.
	Stoffpuppe

	
	to crush 
	Before you put the garlic in, you crush the cloves.
	zerdrücken

	
	to grind (ground, ground)
	We grind coffee before we put it in the machine.
	zerquetschen, zermahlen

	
	abridged
	An abridged text is one that has been made shorter.
	gekürzt

	7
	narrative technique 
	Her narrative technique was very modern.
	Erzähltechnik

	
	perspective
	From her perspective it was alright.
	Blickwinkel, Perspektive

	
	first-person narrator 
	The first-person narrator is a little girl who tells the story from her perspective.
	Ich-Erzähler/in

	
	third-person narrator 
	Sarah is the third-person narrator in the novel.
	Er-/Sie-Erzähler/in

	9
	climaxof a story 
	The climax of a story is the most exciting point.
	Höhepunkt einer Geschichte 

	10
	illegal
	It is illegal to sell movies that you have downloaded from the internet.
	illegal

	
	to weigh the pros and cons
	Before answering he weighed the pros and cons.
	Für und Wider abwägen

	
	The passive voice
	
	

	
	factual 
	A newspaper report is a factual text.
	sachbezogen, sachlich

	
	emphasis
	The emphasis was on the first step of the programme.
	Schwerpunkt, Betonung

	3
	clue
	The clues helped me to solve the maths problem.
	Hinweis, Hilfestellung

	
	to interrogate
	The police interrogated the teenagers for more than two hours. Then they could go home.
	befragen, verhören

	
	to accuse sb. of sth.
	They were accused of having damaged a car.
	jmdn. einer Sache anklagen

	
	in jail 
	The two teenagers were kept in jail until the next day.
	in Haft

	
	to release
	Before he was released he had to pay a fine.
	freilassen

	
	Writing skills: Story writing
	
	

	1
	worrywart
	He is such a worrywart, he always wants to discuss things. 
	ständig besorgte Person

	
	hint
	Can’t you give me just a little hint about my birthday present? Please?!
	Hinweis, Tipp, Andeutung

	2
	setting
	The setting of her new story is similar to that of her first novel.
	Schauplatz

	
	plot development
	I was a bit disappointed by the plot development. The story was very simple.
	Handlungsentwicklung

	
	foreshadowing
	Foreshadowing is a literary technique to predict what might occur later on in the story.
	Andeutung, Vorahnung

	
	turning point
	At the turning point a total change occurs in a story.
	Wendepunkt

	3
	however
	Her third novel, however, was much better.
	jedoch

	
	although
	Although he was only thirteen, he knew exactly what he wanted.
	obwohl

	
	therefore 
	Therefore you have to be very careful.
	daher

	
	moreover
	moreover = in addition, furthermore 
	außerdem

	
	finally/eventually
	Finally/Eventually he decided to give in.
	schließlich

	4
	peer editing
	Peer editing in the classroom can be very motivating.
	Kontrolle durch Gleichaltrige

	
	Deportation at breakfast
	
	

	1
	deportation
	The way deportations are handled in this country is not humane at all.
	Abschiebung, Deportation

	2
	hand-lettered (AE)
	The sign outside the restaurant was hand-lettered.
	handgeschrieben

	
	bold
	On a PC, letters can be typed in bold or in italics.
	(hier:) fett, gut lesbar

	
	awning
	There were large windows underneath the awning. 
	Vordach, Plane, Beschattung

	
	homey
	The air inside the restaurant smelled fresh and homey. 
	gemütlich, heimelig 

	
	greasy
	Yuk! That hamburger is really greasy!
	fettig

	
	chalkboard (AE)
	The menu was written on the chalkboard.
	Wandtafel

	
	counter
	I sat at the counter because there were no free tables. 
	Tresen

	
	moustache
	He has a thick and bushy moustache. 
	Schnurrbart

	
	chef’s whites
	He was dressed in chef’s whites. 
	Kochgewand

	
	apron
	An apron is covering the front of your body. 
	Schürze

	
	to stitch on
	His name was stitched on his apron. 
	aufsticken

	
	to sip at
	I sipped at the coffee while reading the newspaper.
	nippen an

	
	beaten eggs
	You need beaten eggs to make an omelette. 
	verquirlte Eier

	
	to force sb.’s hands behind his/her back
	The police were forcing Javier’s hands behind his back. 
	jmdn. zwingen, die Hände auf den Rücken zu geben

	
	to bubble
	The soup on the stove was bubbling. 
	blubbern

	
	to lean over
	I leaned over the counter but could not see anyone. 
	sich hinüberbeugen

	
	hesitation
	Without hesitation I entered the room.
	Zögern

	
	stool
	I got up from my stool and looked around. 
	Hocker

	
	to pop up
	My toast had popped up from the toaster. 
	herausspringen 

	
	to ring up an order
	The waiter rang up our order before he served us the drinks.
	eine Bestellung in die Kassa eintippen

	
	party
	We’ll need a big table. We are a party of ten.
	(hier:) Gruppe von Gästen

	
	decaffeinated
	Decaffeinated coffee contains hardly any caffeine. 
	koffeinfrei

	
	to pour someone’s coffee
	Can I pour your coffee?
	jmdm. Kaffee einschenken

	
	scrambled eggs
	Scrambled eggs are too greasy for me.
	Eierspeise

	
	to run a place/business
	I’ve been running my father’s business for two years now and I’m doing really well.
	ein Geschäft führen 

	3
	puzzling
	The novel’s ending was quite puzzling.
	überraschend

	
	confusing
	Actually, it was also confusing. I didn’t really get it.
	verwirrend

	
	amusing
	Watching baby animals can be really amusing.
	unterhaltsam

	
	to grasp
	I could not fully grasp the meaning of it all. 
	(hier:) begreifen, verstehen

	
	Improving your style
	
	

	1
	to stroll
	I was strolling along the street when the accident happened.
	schlendern

	
	to crawl
	to crawl = to move slowly on your hands and knees
	kriechen

	
	to peer
	We peered into the shop to see if anybody was around.
	spähen 

	
	to glance (at)
	She glanced at me with surprise.
	flüchtig (an)blicken

	
	to glimpse
	I glimpsed her through the window as she drove past.
	flüchtig sehen

	
	to gaze
	He gazed out over the pitch before he went out into the stadium.
	(an)starren

	
	to peep
	Their three-year-old peeped through the door.
	verstohlen ansehen

	
	grimy
	My hands are grimy because I have been working in the garden for too long.
	schmutzig

	2
	insight 
	The panel of experts shared their insights with the audience.
	Einsicht

	
	suitable for 
	Some movies are simply not suitable for children.
	passend für

	
	barrier
	Between the police and the demonstrators there was a high barrier.
	Absperrung, Barriere

	4
	door handle
	She pulled so hard that the door handle came off.
	Türklinke

	
	line
	They tried to call but the line was dead.
	(hier:) Telefonleitung

	
	driveway
	The new car was parked in the driveway.
	Auffahrt, Einfahrt

	
	Crime and suspense
	
	

	1
	sheriff (AE)
	A sheriff is the most senior officer in a US county.
	Sheriff

	
	plainclothes officer
	Three plainclothes officers entered the room and nobody recognised them.
	Kriminalbeamter, -beamtin in Zivil

	
	cop (coll.)
	“I think he is a cop,” shouted the robber.
	Polizist/in

	
	bobby (coll.)
	Bobby is a colloquial expression for a policeman in England.
	Polizist/in (in London)

	
	sergeant
	The commander and his sergeant were killed.
	Unteroffizier/in

	
	special agent
	Suddenly he was surrounded by the special agents.
	Agent/in

	
	spy 
	James Bond is a spy who works for the British secret service.
	Spion/in

	2
	suffix
	A suffix is added after the last syllable of a word.
	Nachsilbe

	
	arsonist
	The village was often attacked by arsonists who frequently set fire to the farm buildings.
	Brandstifter/in

	
	blackmail
	His plan was sheer blackmail: He wanted money for letting my friend go.
	Erpressung

	
	bribery
	Bribery means that you give somebody money for illegal favours.
	Bestechung

	
	burglary
	If you want to report a burglary, make sure you have a list of the things that were stolen from your house.
	Einbruch

	
	conspirator
	Catholic conspirators wanted to blow up the Houses of Parliament in 1605.
	Verschwörer/in

	
	fraud
	The banker who had tricked people to give him their money was accused of serious fraud.
	Betrug

	
	to defraud
	Butchers who sell horsemeat for beef defraud their customers because horsemeat is much cheaper.
	betrügen

	
	mugging
	In this area muggings are very common – mostly cases where people are robbed at knifepoint.
	(Straßen-)Raub

	
	offender
	Young offenders should not be put in prisons together with adult criminals.
	(Straf-)Täter/in

	
	rape
	The number of rapes reported to police has doubled over the past decade.
	Vergewaltigung

	
	(high) treason
	In many countries (high) treason was the most serious crime.
	(Hoch-)Verrat

	
	sexual abuse
	Victims of sexual abuse often find it difficult to talk about their situation.
	sexueller Missbrauch

	
	shoplifting
	Shoplifting is often regarded as a minor offence but it is often the first step towards more serious crimes.
	Ladendiebstahl

	
	smuggling
	As the taxes were so high, many families had to take up smuggling to get by.
	Schmuggel

	
	Check-out
	
	

	1
	agreement 
	After five minutes they came to an agreement.
	Übereinstimmung

	
	disagreement
	There was disagreement among the visitors whether they should return to the gate.
	Uneinigkeit
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