Vocabulary Prime Time 8

Words/Phrases in blue are the most important ones, the core vocabulary. They should be learned first.
Words/Phrases in black are additional vocabulary, which will further help students to improve their language skills.

	Unit 1 Ireland
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Celtic Tiger
	During the time of rapid economic growth from 1995–2007, Ireland was often called the Celtic Tiger.
	Keltischer Tiger

	
	shamrock/clover
	The three-leaved clover is the symbol of Ireland.
	Kleeblatt

	2
	incursion
	Over the centuries, Ireland could not resist the incursions of the British.
	Einbruch, feindlicher Einfall

	
	to conquer
	After Columbus’ arrival in the New World in 1492, the Spanish conquered the territories he had discovered.
	erobern

	
	to quell
	The riot was successfully quelled.
	unterdrücken, niederschlagen

	
	to depose
	The dictator was deposed in 2004.
	absetzen

	
	to confirm
	Could you please confirm your e-mail address?
	bestätigen

	
	uprising
	The non-violent uprisings in Northern Africa ended the dictatorships in Egypt and Tunisia.
	Aufstand

	
	defeat
	Another defeat for our national football team would be a disaster.
	Niederlage

	
	to suspend
	His YouTube account has already been suspended.
	aussetzen, verschieben

	
	swearing-in
	We are all waiting for the swearing-in of our newly-elected prime minister.
	Vereidigung

	Home seen from abroad
	
	
	

	1
	to be pressed to do sth.
	Police pressed her to remember all the details.
	gedrängt werden etw. zu tun

	
	buzzard
	The buzzard is a bird of prey.
	Bussard

	
	to menace
	Duellists usually don’t menace anybody but each other.
	gefährden

	
	scooped
	We finally arrived at the valley of the James River, scooped out in a green wilderness of forest.
	ausgehöhlt

	
	blurred
	My memories of my grand-grandparents are very blurred.
	verschwommen, unscharf

	
	masoned gable
	This house has an extraordinary masoned gable.
	gemauerter Dachgiebel

	2
	to haunt
	For centuries, it has been believed that ghosts have haunted this old castle.
	heimsuchen, verfolgen

	
	torch
	The Statue of Liberty holds a torch in her right hand.
	Fackel

	
	famished
	I tried to run but I couldn’t because I was so exhausted and famished.
	ausgehungert

	
	five and dime
	At 15 he was already working in a five and dime to support his family financially.
	Billigkaufhaus

	
	to taunt sb.
	The student taunted the police after having been arrested.
	jmdn. verhöhnen, verspotten

	
	coffin ship
	Due to the long journeys and cramped conditions many Irish died on the way to America travelling with so-called coffin ships.
	Seelenverkäufer, reparaturbedürftiges Schiff

	
	to prevail
	The prevailing hygiene standards in this restaurant are poor.
	vorherrschen

	The Troubles
	
	
	

	1
	paramilitary organisation
	A paramilitary organisation includes civilians who are trained in a military fashion.
	paramilitärische Organisation

	2
	to traduce sb./sth.
	He was traduced by the British press.
	jmdn./etw. verleumden

	
	fierce
	The students’ discussions about whether to go on a school leaving trip or not were fierce.
	heftig, erbittert

	
	to trigger
	Social cutbacks for the poor triggered street violence.
	auslösen

	
	mural
	Many tourists come to see the murals in Belfast.
	Wandmalerei, Wandbild

	
	to depict
	The first part of the film depicts an Indian street scene.
	darstellen

	
	to bring down the final curtain
	After more than 100 shows, it’s time to bring down the final curtain.
	etw. zu Ende bringen

	
	carpet slippers
	Please bring your own carpet slippers while staying at the youth hostel.
	Filzpantoffeln

	
	sectarian division
	Sectarian divisions still take place in many neighbourhoods in Israel.
	hier: Trennung von Stadtteilen nach gewissen Kriterien

	
	knight in shining armour
	When arriving back home from the war, he felt like a knight in shining armour.
	edler Ritter

	
	curfew
	An earlier curfew for children under 14 is being debated.
	Ausgangssperre

	
	to alienate
	Low standards of education could alienate children from school so that they lose their motivation.
	entfremden

	
	internment
	The managers demanded the singer’s internment in a drug rehab centre.
	Internierung

	
	hooding
	Hooding is a method of torture: A hood is placed over the entire head of a prisoner.
	Beinahe-Ersticken mittels einer Kapuze

	
	incessant
	This year’s incessant rain makes me crazy!
	ununterbrochen, unaufhörlich

	
	to fall on deaf ears
	I hope that my plea will not fall on deaf ears.
	auf taube Ohren stoßen

	
	squaddies (BE, coll.)
	Squaddies patrol the central train station every night.
	einfache Soldat/innen

	
	to maim sb.
	Every year, thousands of people get murdered or maimed in countless suicide bomb attacks.
	jmdn. verstümmeln

	
	to give sb. a thumping (coll.)
	I regret that I gave him a thumping the other night, but he had been provoking me for over three hours.
	jmdn. verprügeln

	
	to airbrush sth.
	Good programmes can airbrush imperfections in photos.
	hier: etw. beschönigen

	
	fringe
	I was on the fringe of success, but then – unfortunately – my plans didn’t work out.
	Rand

	
	notorious
	Bonnie and Clyde were two notorious American criminals.
	berüchtigt

	
	to be sandwiched between
	In this computer game you should avoid being sandwiched between the two teams.
	eingezwängt sein zwischen

	
	animosity
	We should fight against racism and animosity towards non-Austrians.
	Feindschaft

	
	to reminisce
	In the winter, I often reminisce about the summer holiday fun I had with my friends.
	in Erinnerungen schwelgen

	
	vehemently
	I vehemently rejected his offer.
	vehement

	
	courtesy of
	Courtesy of the event organiser, I got a free recording of Robbie Williams’ concert.
	freundlicherweise zur Verfügung gestellt von

	
	ambush
	They were caught in an ambush 50 kilometres south of the capital.
	Hinterhalt

	
	to drive home the message
	The speaker really drove his message home, repeating his main point several times.
	etw. ausdrücklich betonen

	
	intelligence
	The national intelligence service operates very secretively.
	hier: Geheimdienst-informationen

	
	penetration
	In June 2001, the average level of internet penetration in EU households was around 36%.
	hier: Durchdringung

	
	to keep sb./sth. at bay
	The robber kept the police at bay with a gun for hours.
	jmdn./etw. in Schach halten

	
	stalemate
	A stalemate is a situation in which any further action is blocked.
	Pattsituation

	
	tortuous process
	Reaching the peace agreement has been a long and tortuous process.
	langwieriger Prozess

	
	to culminate
	Years of waiting culminated in a spectacular wedding ceremony in Westminster Abbey.
	gipfeln, zum Höhepunkt kommen

	Irish films: Once
	
	
	

	1
	rated
	If a film is rated 15, young people under 15 are not allowed to watch it on their own at a cinema.
	hier: bewertet

	
	charmer
	He’s such a charmer, but some women obviously like that.
	Charmeur, Schmeichler

	
	to steal away sth.
	This film stole away a record number of awards.
	hier: etw. einheimsen

	
	affecting
	It was really affecting to see how much these young children cared for their grandparents.
	bewegend

	
	careworn
	The film’s main character, Jack, is a careworn middle-aged entrepreneur who works 60 hours a week.
	verhärmt, vergrämt

	
	busker
	All the songs of his new CD are influenced by his experiences as a busker and traveller.
	Sraßenmusikant/in

	
	stalled
	He wants to put the stalled project back on track.
	abgewürgt, verzögert

	
	chutzpah (Yiddish)
	Success depends on a combination of preparation and chutzpah.
	Unverfrorenheit, Dreistigkeit, Chuzpe

	
	gorgeous
	The restaurant offers a gorgeous view of the lake.
	wunderschön, herrlich

	
	self-penned
	I like both the band’s music and their self-penned lyrics.
	selbst verfasst

	
	anchored
	After his years with an Indian guru, he was anchored in peace and harmony.
	verankert

	
	gutsy
	The reform was gutsy and came earlier than expected.
	kräftig, mutig

	2
	goatee beard
	I really like his goatee beard, it looks awesome.
	Spitzbart

	
	bemused
	Sorry, I can’t help being bemused. What made you change your mind again?
	verwirrt, irritiert

	
	interest
	The interest varies according to market conditions.
	hier: Zinsen

	
	collateral
	Collateral is a form of security to the lender in case the borrower fails to pay back the loan.
	hier: Sicherheit, Pfand

	
	plug socket
	We have six plug sockets in the living room.
	Steckdose

	
	guarantor
	He acts as guarantor for me, that’s very nice of him.
	Garant/in, Bürge/Bürgin

	
	recuperation
	I need some assurance of recuperation. I need to know if I get my money back.
	hier: Rückgewinnung

	
	lucrative
	That business I have just started is absolutely lucrative.
	gewinnbringend, lukrativ

	
	sub-standard
	I’m sorry for her, she lives in a shabby sub-standard apartment.
	Substandard , unter der Norm

	
	conviction
	“Our team will win the match!” said the trainer with absolute conviction.
	Überzeugung

	Spot on language
	
	
	

	
	to get into a habit
	Starting to work at 5 a.m. I got into the habit of drinking three coffees in the morning.
	sich eine Gewohnheit aneignen

	
	spellchecker
	Use the spellchecker control buttons in the text window.
	Rechtschreibüberprüfung

	Check-out
	
	
	

	1
	clutter-free
	My house is anything but clutter-free.
	frei von Gerümpel

	
	to be infested with sth.
	The little hut was infested with cockroaches.
	mit etw. verseucht sein

	
	reassuring
	It’s reassuring to know that I finally got the job.
	beruhigend
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