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Recherchiere, in welcher Form Adolf Hitler und die NSDAP versuchten, das Weihnachtsfest so umzugestalten, dass es seinen christli-
chen Bezug verlor, du kannst auch den Artikel aus The Telegraph verwenden.

Deutsche Tradition NS-Deutschland

Name „Weihnachten“

Man feierte die Geburt Christi

Symbol Weihnachtsbaum

An der Spitze befand sich 
ein …

Stern

Die Geschenke brachte der Weihnachtsmann

Man sang … „Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht …“

Man backte Weihnachts-
kekse …

in allen Formen

Kerzen gab es … in vielen Arten von Leuchtern
 

1 Was war der Anlass der Recherchen über die Änderungen des Weihnachtsbrauchtums in NS-Deutschland?
1 Zeige, wo es bis heute Relikte an diese Zeit gibt.
1 Erläutere, an welche Traditionen die Ideologen der NSDAP anzuknüpfen versuchen.
1 Bildet Gruppen und informiert euch über Weihnachtsbräuche in Afrika, Asien oder Südamerika und berichtet dann im  

Plenum darüber.
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Q How Hitler and the Nazis tried to steal Christmas	
The Nazi Party tried their best to remove Christ from 

Christmas by paganising carols, producing glittering swa-
stika, iron cross and toy grenade baubles for the fir tree, 
research for a new exhibition has found.
Many of the changes made under Hitler, put in place 
to remove the influence of the Jewish-born baby Je-
sus, are still in use today, much to the alarm of modern 
Germans.

The swastika-shaped baking trays and wrapping paper 
adorned with Nazi symbols have long gone, but traces 
of the Third Reich Christmas can still be found in the 
subtly rewritten lyrics of favourite carols.

The discoveries have been highlighted by a new exhi-
bition at the National Socialism Documentation Centre 
in Cologne. “I always thought that Unto Us a Time 
Has Come was a song about wandering through win-
ter snow,” said Heidi Bertelson, 42, a lawyer who visi-
ted the exhibit told Times. “I didn´t realise that Christ 
had been excised.”

The Nazi version, which removed the religious refe-
rences and replaced them with images of snowy fields, 

remains in some song books and is sung in many 
households.
The same goes for carols referring to Virgin Birth and 
lullabies that invoke the Baby Jesus. The rewriting 
was supervised by the chief Nazi ideologist Alfred 
Rosenberg and Heinrich Himmler led the way in de-
Christing Christmas. Their plan was to remove the 
emotional ties of the Church and merge Christmas into 
a Julfest, a celebration of winter and light which drew 
on pagan traditions.
“The most important celebration in the calendar did 
not match their racist credo so they had to push out 
the Christian elements,” said Judith Breuer, who hel-
ped her mother, Rita, pull together the exhibition.
Rita started trawling flea markets in the 1970s in 
search of her childhood Christmas and turned up bo-
xes of Nazi-era Christmas decorations complete with 
swastikas and grenades. “After the Nazis had gone 
you could still find textbooks on Christmas that use 
exactly the same phrasing,” she told The Times.
(The Telegraph, 17. November 2009)


