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Unit 10: Experiences 

Reading 

Three special cities in Europe 
 

Read the texts below and  circle  the correct words. 
 

Dubrovnik 

Some people describe / say / tell the ancient city of 

Dubrovnik as a ‘Great Wall of China in Europe.’ When 

you see the massive stone walls that go all around this 

jewel of the Mediterranean you understand why. You 

approach along the coastal road and get your first 

glimpse of the impressive view / image / picture of the 

city. As you walk down to the city gates a certain feeling 

inside me / you / them grows, and as you climb the 

magnificent city walls with their view over the 

Mediterranean Sea you can hear / smell / imagine how 

the inhabitants of this city must have felt back then: as 

kings of the world, almost gods of the sea. 
 

Amsterdam 
… is world-famous for its romantic canals, which have 

earned it the name ‘Venice of the north.’ The ever-

present architecture of the 17th century shows that this 

period was indeed a ‘Golden Century’ for Amsterdam. 

These days Amsterdam is a party town 365 days a year, 

with a harmonious co- existence of the historical and the 

modern, in a cooking / melting / broken pot of 

nationalities that all contribute to the city’s charms. The 

people of Amsterdam are all scared / in love / proud of 

their city and its beautiful centre. Whatever you’re 

looking up / at / for it can be found here, in an 

atmosphere that is probably unique to this beautiful city. 

Rome 

Capital of the world, Eternal City, city of the 

seven hills or simply the City. No matter 

what century you’re interested in you can 

visit / leave / forget Rome and see its many 

historical sights. Situated over / on / under 

the river Tiber, between the Apennine 

mountains and the Tyrrhenian sea, the 

Eternal City was once the administrative 

centre of the poor / uncivilised / mighty 

Roman Empire, governing a vast region that 

stretched all the way from Britain  

against / to / through Mesopotamia. Today 

the metropolitan area is home to around  

3.3 million people. In the middle of this 

cosmopolitan and modern Italian capital 

ancient Rome is still there. Apart from that 

the centre of Rome is essentially 

Renaissance and Baroque in character. But 

the most iconic building of Rome is still the 

Colosseum. This is how / where / when 

gladiator games and other public spectacles 

were held for free. These games were brutal, 

with gladiator fights and wild animal chases. 

 

 

Reading 

European cities 
 

In an online competition for the title of Best European Destination Porto was elected Best European Destination 
in 2012. Go to http://www.europeanconsumerschoice.org/travel/european-best-destination-2012/ and have a 
look at the top ten European destinations listed there. Match the cities (1–10) with the facts (a–j). 

 

1 Porto  a was declared a World Heritage Site in 1982. 

b has more than 175 museums. 

c has got 1.940 m long city walls. 

d has an extinct volcano in one of its parks. 

e is most famous for its cuisine and its many restaurants. 

f has a hotel designed by star architect Jean Nouvel. 

g is on the river Douro. 

h was built on nine hills. 

i is divided into two parts by the Danube. 

j is the capital of Portugal.

2 Vienna  

3 Dubrovnik  

4 Prague  

5 Brussels  

6 Berlin  

7 Budapest  

8 Lisbon  

9 Florence  

10 Edinburgh  

1 

2 
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http://www.europeanconsumerschoice.org/travel/european-best-destination-2012/
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Writing 

This year´s best destination 

 
Find out which European city is this year’s “best destination” and write a short article about it. In your article 
you should: 
 

■ describe the location of the city. 

■ give information about its population, its size and one remarkable sight. 

■ explain why you want to travel there or why not. 

 
Write 120–150 words. 

 

Listening 

World travellers 

 
Listen to the recording from exercise 36, page 137 again. You are going to listen to a recording about world 
travellers. First you will have 45 seconds to study the task below, then you will hear the recording twice. 
While listening, choose the correct answer (A, B, C or D) for each question (1–5). Put a cross  in the correct 

box. The first one (0) has been done for you. 
 

0 Michelle Fraser is a young Australian 3 What was it like? 

 A captain.  A a bit spicy  

 B journalist.  B rather sour  

 C chef.   C bitter  

 D accountant.  D sweet  

1 How many countries has she visited? 4 What bad experiences did she have?  

 A more than 30  A Once her car broke down in the 
mountains. 

 

 B 29 countries exactly  B She had to eat strange food.  

 C about 20  C She got ill in Pakistan.  

 D fewer than 30  D She walked through Nepal for three 
weeks. 

 

2 What’s the most exotic food she has ever tried? 5 What’s her home country also called?  

 A fried crickets  A down there  

 B fried crabs  B down under  

 C fried chicken  C lower down 

 D fried coconut  D deep under  

 

 

3 
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Language 

Sights 
 
a Complete these words with vowels. 

 

1 c___stl___ 3 f___ ___nt___ ____ n 5 p___l__c___ 7 sc___lpt___r___ 9 t___mb 

2 c___ty w___lls 4 m___s___ ____m 6 r___ ___ns 8 st___t___ ___ 10 w___t___f___ll 

 
b Talk together. Can you see these things in your country? Where? Are any of them famous sights? Do you 
recommend visiting them? 

 

Language 

Present perfect 

 
Complete the questions with the past participle of these verbs. Then ask and answer these questions together. 
 

buy    do    drink    go    meet    play    read    hear 
 

1 Who’s the most interesting person you’ve ever ________________? 

2 What’s the worst joke you’ve ever ________________? 

3 What’s the most expensive thing you’ve ever ________________? 

4 What’s the most boring game you’ve ever ________________? 

5 What’s the most exciting book you’ve ever ________________? 

6 What’s the most difficult thing you’ve ever ________________? 

7 What’s the most beautiful place you’ve ever ________________ to? 

8 What’s the sweetest drink you’ve ever ________________? 

 

Language 

Present perfect 

 
Complete the questions using the past participle of the verbs in the box. Then complete the answers with 
Yes or No. 
 

be    be    eat    hear    hear    see 
 

1 __Have you (ever) heard_________ of Machu Picchu? __Yes______, it’s in Peru, I think. 

2 ________________________________ to New York? ____________, it’s a fantastic city. 

3 ________________________________ Tai curry? ____________, I haven’t. I don’t really like spicy food. 

4 ________________________________ the Pyramids in Cairo? ____________, they’re incredible! 

5 ________________________________ to France? ____________, but I’ve only been to Paris. 

6 ________________________________ of Uluru National Park? ____________, I have. It must be great! 

6 

6 7 
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Language 

Present perfect 
 

Write the correct form of the words in brackets to complete the sentences. 
 

1 Joan sends her love.  (I / just / meet) her in the high street. 

2 We can’t have fish and chips again.  (we / have) that three times this week. 

3 I can’t tell you what I’m having.  (I / not / decide) yet. 

4   (you / hear) anything about Peggy? 

5 Oh, she’s fine.  (I / speak) to her on the phone quite recently. 

6   (you / clean) the bathroom yet? 

7 Yes,  (I / already / do) it. I did it an hour ago. 

8 I want to go to a rock concert on Friday, but  (I / not / buy) a ticket yet. 

9   (I / finish) using the computer if you want to go online. 

10 No, thanks  (I / already / check) my emails today.  

 

Language 

Present perfect 
 

Write the correct form of the words in brackets to complete the conversation. 
 

1 A: ________________________________ a rugby match? (you / ever /see) 

B: Only on TV. ________________________________ to a live game. (I / never / go) 

2 A: ________________________________ Sleepless in Seattle? I can’t 

remember. 

(we / see) 

B: ________________________________ it together at least three times! Or 

were you asleep? 

(we / watch) 

3 A: ________________________________ the USA? (they / ever / visit) 

B: Oh, yes. ________________________________ all over the country.  (they / travel) 

4 A: ________________________________ an exam in his life. Isn’t that 

incredible? 

(Cal / never / fail) 

B: Not really. ________________________________ many. He’s only eleven! (he / not / take) 

5 A: ________________________________ a marathon? (you / ever / run) 

B: No, but ________________________________ in quite a few! (my father / take part) 

6 A: ________________________________ golf? (your sister / ever / play) 

B: No, ________________________________, but I think she’d like to! (she / never / try) 

7 A: ________________________________ to Australia? (you / ever / be) 

B: No, ________________________________, but I’m hoping to go there 

next summer. 

(I / never / travel abroad) 

8 A: ________________________________ Chinese food at home? (you / ever / cook) 

B: No, ________________________________. But I’ve been to lots of 

Chinese restaurants. 

(I / not) 

9 
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Language 

Present perfect and past simple 
 
Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verb in brackets. 
 

1   (I / not / see) Patty for a long time. 

2 Really?  (I / see) her yesterday. 

3 I’ve been to Mallorca.  (I / go) there three years ago for a holiday. 

4 Doreen was looking for her wallet yesterday. I don’t know if                                           (she / find) it yet. 

5 It’s really cold in here because  (someone / open) all the windows. 

6                                                                        (you / feed) the cat yet? 

7 Well,  (I / feed) it this morning but not since then. 

 

Language 

Keyword: take 
 
Match 1–7 with a–g to make sentences. 

 
1 We took hundreds of photographs   a and see you in two weeks! 

2 Jimmy always takes a shower   b when we reach the meeting point. 

3 Karen always takes a lot of trouble   c during that weekend in Venice. 

4 We should take a break   d after gym. 

5 Don’t take risks   e with her homework. 

6 Take care,   f of the chocolate cake. 

7 She took a big bite   g if you’re hiking in the mountains. 

 

Language 

Keyword: take 
 
Complete the sentences using the correct form of take and the words in the box. 

 

 a painkiller    the underground    a message    a boat trip    20 minutes    time 

 
1 I’m afraid the headmistress isn’t in her office. Should I ________________________? 

2 In the afternoon we can ________________________ on Lake Constance. 

3 It’ll be quicker to ________________________ - the traffic is always bad at this time of day. 

4 It ________________________ me ________________________ to get to school. 

5 If you have a headache, it’s better to get some fresh air than to _______________________. 

6 No need to hurry. ________________________ your ________________________! 
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Key 

Reading 

Three special cities in Europe 

 

Dubrovnik 

Some people describe / say / tell the ancient city of 

Dubrovnik as a ‘Great Wall of China in Europe.’ When 

you see the massive stone walls that go all around this 

jewel of the Mediterranean you understand why. You 

approach along the coastal road and get your first 

glimpse of the impressive view / image / picture of the 

city. As you walk down to the city gates a certain feeling 

inside me / you / them grows, and as you climb the 

magnificent city walls with their view over the 

Mediterranean Sea you can hear / smell / imagine how 

the inhabitants of this city must have felt back then: as 

kings of the world, almost gods of the sea. 

 

Amsterdam 
… is world-famous for its romantic canals, which have 

earned it the name ‘Venice of the north.’ The ever-

present architecture of the 17th century shows that this 

period was indeed a ‘Golden Century’ for Amsterdam. 

These days Amsterdam is a party town 365 days a year, 

with a harmonious co- existence of the historical and the 

modern, in a cooking / melting / broken pot of 

nationalities that all contribute to the city’s charms. The 

people of Amsterdam are all scared / in love / proud of 

their city and its beautiful centre. Whatever you’re 

looking up / at / for it can be found here, in an 

atmosphere that is probably unique to this beautiful city. 

Rome 

Capital of the world, Eternal City, city of the 

seven hills or simply the City. No matter 

what century you’re interested in you can 

visit / leave / forget Rome and see its many 

historical sights. Situated over / on / under 

the river Tiber, between the Apennine 

mountains and the Tyrrhenian sea, the 

Eternal City was once the administrative 

centre of the poor / uncivilised / mighty 

Roman Empire, governing a vast region that 

stretched all the way from Britain  

against / to / through Mesopotamia. Today 

the metropolitan area is home to around  

3.3 million people. In the middle of this 

cosmopolitan and modern Italian capital 

ancient Rome is still there. Apart from that 

the centre of Rome is essentially 

Renaissance and Baroque in character. But 

the most iconic building of Rome is still the 

Colosseum. This is how / where / when 

gladiator games and other public spectacles 

were held for free. These games were brutal, 

with gladiator fights and wild animal chases. 

 

 

Reading 

European cities 

 
1 Porto g is on the river Douro. 

2 Vienna f has a hotel designed by star architect Jean Nouvel. 

3 Dubrovnik c has got 1.940 m long city walls. 

4 Prague h was built on nine hills. 

5 Brussels e is most famous for its cuisine and its many restaurants. 

6 Berlin b has more than 175 museums. 

7 Budapest i is divided into two parts by the Danube. 

8 Lisbon j is the capital of Portugal. 

9 Florence a was declared a World Heritage Site in 1982. 

10 Edinburgh d has an extinct volcano in one of its parks. 

 

1 

2 
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Listening 

World travellers 
 

0 Michelle Fraser is a young Australian 3 What was it like? 

 A captain.  A a bit spicy  

 B journalist.  B rather sour  

 C chef.   C bitter  

 D accountant.  D sweet  

1 How many countries has she visited? 4 What bad experiences did she have?  

 A more than 30  A Once her car broke down in the 

mountains. 

 

 B 29 countries exactly  B She had to eat strange food.  

 C about 20  C She got ill in Pakistan.  

 D fewer than 30  D She walked through Nepal for three 

weeks. 

 

2 What’s the most exotic food she has ever tried? 5 What’s her home country also called?  

 A fried crickets  A down there  

 B fried crabs  B down under  

 C fried chicken  C lower down 

 D fried coconut  D deep under  

 

Language 

Sights 
 

a 
1 castle 3 fountain 5 palace 7 sculpture 9 tomb 

2 city walls 4 museum 6 ruins 8 statue 10 waterfall 

 

Language 

Present perfect 
 

1 Who’s the most interesting person you’ve ever met? 

2 What’s the worst joke you’ve ever heard? 

3 What’s the most expensive thing you’ve ever bought? 

4 What’s the most boring game you’ve ever played? 

5 What’s the most exciting book you’ve ever read? 

6 What’s the most difficult thing you’ve ever done? 

7 What’s the most beautiful place you’ve ever been to? 

8 What’s the sweetest drink you’ve ever drunk? 

 

Language 

Present perfect 
 

1 __Have you (ever) heard_________ of Machu Picchu? __Yes______, it’s in Peru, I think. 

2 Have you (ever) been to New York? Yes, it’s a fantastic city. 

3 Have you (ever) eaten Tai curry? No, I haven’t. I don’t really like spicy food. 

4 Have you (ever) seen the Pyramids in Cairo? Yes, they’re incredible! 

5 Have you (ever) been to France? Yes, but I’ve only been to Paris. 

6 Have you (ever) heard of Uluru National Park? Yes, I have. It must be great! 

4 

6 

6 7 
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Language 

Present perfect 
 

1 Joan sends her love. I’ve just met (I / just / meet) her in the high street. 

2 We can’t have fish and chips again. We’ve had (we / have) that three times this week. 

3 I can’t tell you what I’m having. I haven’t decided (I / not / decide) yet. 

4 Have you heard (you / hear) anything about Peggy? 

5 Oh, she’s fine. I’ve spoken (I / speak) to her on the phone quite recently. 

6 Have you cleaned (you / clean) the bathroom yet? 

7 Yes, I’ve already done (I / already / do) it. I did it an hour ago. 

8 I want to go to a rock concert on Friday, but I haven’t bought (I / not / buy) a ticket yet. 

9 I’ve finished (I / finish) using the computer if you want to go online. 

10 No, thanks I’ve already checked (I / already / check) my emails today. 

 

Language 

Present perfect 

 
1 A: Have you ever seen a rugby match?  

B: Only on TV. I’ve never / I have never been to a live game.  

2 A: Have we seen Sleepless in Seattle? I can’t remember.  

B: We’ve / We have watched it together at least three times! Or were you asleep?  

3 A: Have they ever visited the USA?  

B: Oh, yes. They’ve / They have travelled all over the country.   

4 A: Cal has never failed an exam in his life. Isn’t that incredible?  

B: Not really. He hasn’t taken many. He’s only eleven!  

5 A: Have you ever run a marathon?  

B: No, but my father’s / my father has taken part in quite a few!  

6 A: Has your sister ever played golf?  

B: No, she’s never / she has never tried, but I think she’d like to!  

7 A: Have you ever been to Australia?  

B: No, I’ve never / I have never travelled abroad, but I’m hoping to go there next summer.  

8 A: Have you ever cooked Chinese food at home?  

B: No, I haven’t. But I’ve been to lots of Chinese restaurants.  

 

Language 

Present perfect and past simple 
 

1 I’ve not seen (I / not / see) Patty for a long time. 

2 Really? I saw (I / see) her yesterday. 

3 I’ve been to Mallorca. I went (I / go) there three years ago for a holiday. 

4 Doreen was looking for her wallet yesterday. I don’t know if she’s found (she / find) it yet. 

5 It’s really cold in here because someone has opened (someone / open) all the windows. 

6 Have you fed (you / feed) the cat yet? 

7 Well, I fed (I / feed) it this morning but not since then. 
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Language 

Keyword: take 
 

1 We took hundreds of photographs c during that weekend in Venice. 

2 Jimmy always takes a shower d after gym. 

3 Karen always takes a lot of trouble e with her homework. 

4 We should take a break b when we reach the meeting point. 

5 Don’t take risks g if you’re hiking in the mountains. 

6 Take care, a and see you in two weeks! 

7 She took a big bite f of the chocolate cake. 

 

Language 

Keyword: take 
 

1 I’m afraid the headmistress isn’t in her office. Should I take a message? 

2 In the afternoon we can take a boat trip on Lake Constance. 

3 It’ll be quicker to take the underground - the traffic is always bad at this time of day. 

4 It takes me 20 minutes to get to school. 

5 If you have a headache, it’s better to get some fresh air than to take a painkiller. 

6 No need to hurry. Take your time! 
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